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Dearest Fellow Ethiopians
Ladies and Gentlemen

To all Ethiopians from South Africa and its environs who have been invited to this
event.

To children of Ethiopia living in the Southern Africa Diaspora and who we always
miss, | come to you with greetings from your fellow Ethiopians.

As it has been the season of celebrating Christmas and a New Year in the Gregorian
calendar, | would like to share my Christmas and New Year wishes with you.

| would like to begin by recognizing the challenges you have faced on the journey
taken by land and sea, on foot and by air, to arrive from Ethiopia to South Africa.
The trials of living outside your homeland need no explanation. Overcoming these
challenges and the price you are paying to change the lives of your compatriots is
not only admirable but honorable.

| feel that the price you pay in spite of all these difficulties deserves great respect.
Your country, Ethiopia, is always grateful for these good deeds.

You have fought hard to remove yourself from trouble in foreign lands. By taking
advantage of the opportunities you have been exposed to, you have extended
beyond yourself and acted in favor of the survival of others. It is with great joy and
respect that | declare to you that efforts you make for your fellow Ethiopians and
your country are of great value.

The strong Ethiopian Diaspora Association, which you have created in South Africa
in less than a quarter of a century, is greatly appreciated. You have done this
because of your love for your country and your people. As Ethiopians we stand
proud of you for this.

My noble people!

It is impossible to stand here and not remember Nelson Mandela; the great father
of freedom and peace, the man of forgiveness and love, the pride of Africa and our
great friend of Ethiopia. He has been mistreated for leading a bitter struggle for the
freedom and equality of his people and against racism. For twenty-seven years, he
endured a lot of pain during his imprisonment in Robin Island. However, his
suffering has brought about equality, peace, freedom, and reconciliation. Because
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he was able to see beyond the obstacles that arose along his path, he was able to
bring relative change for his country and people.

People may ask, where did most of this person's strength come from? How did he
become a man of peace, forgiveness and love? While it may be difficult to spend
years suffering for country and nation, it may not be surprising to find that many
are prepared to pay this ultimate sacrifice. But it is quite surprising and admirable
to come across someone that can forgive one’s tormentors and embrace them with
love. It triggers us to question what kind of strength is this? This question is
important to reflect upon especially when our country is going through a lot of trials
today. Ethiopians who live here must not only ask this question, but also strive to
find the right answer and be part of the solution.

Madiba once said:

“When | got out of prison and reached the door that leads me to freedom, |
decided that if | did not leave my bitterness and hatred behind, then prison would
not leave me. And so, I did it.”

Even though prison snatched away his youth from him, the 72-year-old Madiba did
not hesitate to leave behind on Robin Island, the hate and bitterness he carried. He
was freed not only from the prisons of apartheid but also of the prisons built within
their conscience. As a result, he was able to eternally put away the swords of
destruction that could have been drawn by hatred and revenge. In its place he drew
a new sword that had the power to heal a nation. It is the sword of peace,
forgiveness and love that have reigned over war, revenge and hatred.

All of us may carry grievances, wounds and hardships that have made us bitter.
Historical occasions that grew resentment within us and enabled the poisons of
hate to be sown within our minds. Now two options are in our hands. One is to be,
like Madiba, people of peace, forgiveness, love and to bring national reconciliation
and healing. And the other is to fall into the clutches of destruction.

Unless we want to deceive ourselves, it is impossible to hold a grudge and expect
to introduce an era of goodness. So, when we free ourselves from the oppressions
we face in life, we must also rid ourselves of the thoughts of oppression that have
taken root within us. When we break away from bad systems, we must wipe the
bad system out of us. We must rid ourselves of prejudice, not allowing ourselves to
be isolated by it. If we do not struggle to rid ourselves of evil things as much as we
struggle to break free from the evil that may have taken root within us, our victory
will be meaningless. This is the secret of Mandela's victory. Like Mandela, we must



first overcome the hatred and resentment that dwells within us before we can
defeat the enemy outside. Otherwise, even if we think we have defeated our
enemy, we remain losers if we continue carrying a hate motive.

Dear Children of Ethiopia,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Yesterday is but a memory, it is impossible to plough today with the bull of
yesterday. However, it is possible to understand yesterday and learn from it. Past
history always brings kindness and evil, good and bad, riches and debt. The
important thing is, how we choose to use the legacy we inherited from yesterday.

There is no doubt that yesterday's riches will be our capital for today. Even here in
South Africa, they have used the good fortune they inherited from the time of
apartheid. The infrastructure, the urban construction, its economic activity, the
schooling, the justice and parliamentary institutions, all the resources of the
country, have been used as a starting point for the country's development. South
Africa carefully selected its worthy historical assets and used it without having to
send everything down the drain.

Since the case is similar to our own country, let us differentiate our assets from our
debt. It is a mistake to paint our entire past in light or dark, as wheat or weeds, as
useful or harmful, as proud or shameful. Nullifying everything does not benefit
anyone. Therefore, we must always be careful not to remove the good along with
the bad. Let us choose to separate the product from the chaff. Let us pluck the
weeds. Let us discard the waste. Let us never do the shameful thing again. If we
begin to think as such, we will have a good starting capital. It is devastating to be
asset less. Where there is no base to start with, there can be no roof.

It is better to move forward admitting that it is us who created it all. We can share
the joys and sorrows, laughter and pain of our country together. We should own
the hurt of the affected as we would own the victory of the victorious. It is
important to mourn with the bereaved as we would laugh with the delighted.
Patriotism can only be expressed through love in action and not words of flattery.

In ancient Ethiopian history, hunters from villages would go into the jungle and stay
for months looking for prey. They would hunt for lions, leopards or elephants.
When they return to their villages, their communities would have the feelings of
both joy and sorrow. Their community rejoices over those who hunted and
returned with their prey, while mourning the death of those who were eaten by
animals, lost in the jungles or plagued by sickness.



Both the joy of victory and the sorrow of mourning are theirs. They are the ones
who have overcome and they are the ones who have died. Both the victory and
death are theirs that they do not categorize as ‘theirs” and ‘ours.” We should not
let the past history of our Ethiopia hold us back from our current opportunities and
tomorrow's hopes. We should stop pulling the strands of the past to justify our
idleness.

It is today that we are ailed, hungry, and dying; we are migrating due to
unemployment and becoming poor. It is us who failed to survive while our country
has everything to provide for holistic and prosperous lives that we could even share
for others. This is happening today not in the past. It is also today that we can fix
everything, not in the past! The opportunities we have today and the problems we
have not solved will undoubtedly become tomorrow's burdens and debts.

As we choose to walk backwards, today's opportunities would continue to be
burdens of tomorrow. Therefore, it is on the present that we must invest all the
energy, knowledge and money that we have. We must argue and debate about the
future and not the past. Instead of choosing to live in cursing the past, it is
invaluable to shape the future.

Dear Fellow Ethiopians,

Now is not the time to rest and boast, for they say, “do not rest while you face a
hill ahead or boast without paying your debt.”

Even if we have a rich history and culture, language and heritage, freedom and
bravery, a wonderful atmosphere and a beautiful country, we cannot be beyond
poverty so long as we carry a poor nation. Our growling empty stomachs cover our
amazing heritage; our begging shields the wonderful culture we have;
backwardness diminishes our freedom, and poverty blemishes the proud history
We possess.

The worth of our heritage is diminished and means nothing if vehicles carrying aid
pass by the Axum statue and the rock-hewn Churches of Lalibela; by the walls of
Jegol and the palace of Abba lJifar, by Gondar, Fasiledes and Mount Bale, by the
Tiya carved stones, and the volcanoes of Ertale? It means nothing if the citizens of
a country with more than nine major rivers and over a dozen lakes, get drinking
water in turns; if their agriculture is dependent on rain, or if mothers travel for
hours and hours to fetch water.



Our pride is diminished if students in a country with a thousand years of history of
education are not able to coexist peacefully and attend universities. It is sad that
children from a country that has a history of receiving refugees since many years
ago have migrated. It is shocking to see mothers still pushing stones to grind grain
and carrying jerry cans for miles in a country that has been using the water mill 500
years ago. It is a shame that a country that has received the three great religions
ahead of most of the countries has to deal with conflict because of religion. It is
regrettable that a nation that started agriculture before any other country
continues to receive food aid from others. It makes us inquire why a country that
has been experiencing democratic governance through the Gadaa system is not
able to build modern institutions and extend that expertise.

Of course, if we possessed all of these assets yesterday, there is no reason why we
should not further develop them today. Our main enemy is our idleness. If
obstacles are found, then there is no other obstacle than ourselves. If we have to
win, we must win over ourselves first, and if we have to reign anything, we should
reign our bad habits.

Our country is at a historic moment. A crucial phase of improvement in the quality
of life of our citizens lies ahead. The time has come for the realization of our long-
standing democratic demands and our determination to achieve them is put to the
test. Now the question is, will we use this historic opportunity or will it slide out of
our hands as in the past? It is determined by us, the children of Ethiopia.

We must guard the pillars of the democratic system and cultivate them through
practice. Democracy does not come only through freedom. Democracy cannot
succeed simply because it is called equality. We have seen it over and over in our
history that a democratic system does not become reality without the principle of
giving and receiving.

Without the values of brotherhood and sisterhood, we become reliant on
intolerance instead of freedom and equality; separation instead of coming
together; meaningless yelling instead of listening; wanting to solve our problems
through the barrel of a gun instead of in peaceful dialogue. Therefore, | believe all
of us will not forget that it is only brotherhood and sisterhood that bind the twigs
of democracy together.

Those who love their country and their people will restrain themselves from
partaking in conflict and losing the richness of brotherhood and sisterhood. Instead
of wasting their wealth and energy on the past they cannot influence, they press
forward to the future which they could shape. Today, while it is still day, seeing the
rays of prosperity in the path of MEDEMER, they strive to build and elevate the



country they are proud of. Now, the prosperity of our country is not something that
we should put aside for yet another day, but it is something we should long for
everyday and strive to see it become a reality.

Until we ensure the holistic material and spiritual prosperity of our country, we
cannot slumber or rest. Now is the time to pledge to work hard for economic
prosperity by improving the living standards of our people and meeting their basic
needs. That alone would not be enough. We must also lift our faith and conduct,
our culture and our heritage, our liberty and equality, brotherhood, sisterhood and
social capital, our values of support and democracy to the level of global civilization.
It is the goal of social and political prosperity.

We attain our goal of becoming prosperous not by mere wish, but by accomplishing
our triumphant march towards development together. Before us lie action plans
that we will realize together.

We will continue to work hard to ease the life of the poor by achieving the goals of
the home-grown economic reform agenda. Improvements in the legal and judicial
system, security and stability, and democratic institutions will continue to happen
at a reasonable pace. Be it today or tomorrow, we are committed to ensure
freedom of thought and human rights in the legal framework; to protect the
sovereignty of the country on the internal, territorial, maritime, cyber and other
fronts; we are committed to research the root causes of conflicts and prevent them
and also to stop conflicts at their earliest stages; we are committed to respond to
requests related to self-governance, identity and borders peacefully and within the
legal framework while working towards strengthening multiculturalism.

It is when we create new values while maintaining our good traditions in a way that
affirms the benefit of our people and promotes the unity and equality of nation
and nationalities, and glorifies our sovereignty that we succeed. | sincerely believe
that we can work together and change our country, individual efforts alone will not
get us anywhere. Building a country is not the sole responsibility of a leader, a
party, or a generation. Ethiopia belongs to all of us. Ethiopia's success comes not
through mere wishes, but through sacrifice. It does not become reality just by
wishes, but by working towards it. Change cannot be achieved by sitting and
waiting, but by active involvement. So, let's all stand up for change!



Martin Luther King, the human rights activist, once spoke of the urge for change
saying,

“If you cannot fly to reach your grand goal, run; if you cannot run, then walk, if you
cannot walk, then crawl, but whatever you do you have to keep moving forward.”
Change comes from looking ahead and moving forward. The journey to prosperity,
cannot become a reality by quitting the run or looking behind. No one has ever won
races and earned a medal by running slowly or running backwards, and never will
be able to do so.

Dear Fellow Ethiopians!

It is difficult to imagine the devastating situation and challenges many of our people
in any part of the world had to bear to get to where they are. During their journey,
not a few people have their dreams cut short and face the risk of ending their lives.
Many have had their kidneys and livers harvested; receive no or low wages for their
work; are forgotten in prisons, raped by their employers and drowned in the seas.
They suffered the consequences of fleeing from poverty. Poverty degrades a
country and its citizens. Poverty leads to persecution and endless suffering.

This should not go on. How long will we say “this too shall pass” strengthening our
shoulders to bear more trouble, grieving for the victims and bathing in tears? After
grieving our losses, all of us must strengthen ourselves. The prices we pay because
we have not overcome poverty should be halted. Every price paid should only be
to bring lasting prosperity for us and for our children. Think of those who have lost
their dreams to sharks in the sea and those who lost their lives at the borders. Think
of the stories you chose not to tell to anyone. If we really think about it, changing
our own country does not cost as much.

Twenty-five years ago, even this country was not conducive for its own citizens, let
alone immigrants. There were probably not many Ethiopians at that time, except
for a few. Note how strong, tens of thousands of Ethiopian Diaspora communities
have been here in recent years. Each of you has your own past, present life and
tomorrow's dream. You have managed to change the lives of many of your families
in the beautiful cities of our country, such as Hosanna and Durame, where many of
you were born. Now is not the time to invite your younger siblings for migration,
but it is the time where you use the knowledge and energy you have to change
their environment and your entire country to prevent migration.



Our country is no less beautiful than South Africa. My invitation to all of you today
is to halt migration and living in vulnerability in foreign lands. It is now time to work
to transform yourself and your country by investing the knowledge, experience and
resources you have gained here. We will gladly support you.

It is now time to race. The starting bullet is fired. Let us rise up to run a race in
collaboration and competition. Let's work together to win. Let's create healthy
competition to award those who have worked better and achieved the best. Let us
compete with wisdom, diligence, and good manners while avoiding laziness, strife,
stealing, and the exploitation of what one has not worked for. Let's celebrate
winners, and create more winners. All are winners when competitions are hosted
in collaboration. Therefore, let us ignore jealousy and evil and march forward.

Winning does not always mean coming first, so let's strive to take grand strides into
a prosperous and peaceful Ethiopia. Let's face the wind and the waves, cross the
mountain, and press forward without being weary of the stumbling blocks. Let us
use alternatives when they block roads on us, let us respond appropriately when
they resist us in unison or support us in unison. Let us keep running forward
together and in persistence looking at the prize in front of us, which is the
prosperity of Ethiopia.

As we continue to do so, Ethiopia will surely prosper and become a conducive

country for its citizens. No doubt, this dream of ours will surely come true! Do not
waver or doubt!

May Ethiopia be honored and feared through the efforts of her children!

May God bless our country and its people!
Thank you!



