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A person can vindicate himself in one of two ways.
One is through forgiveness. The other through
justice and revenge. We will forgive and forget the
abuses we have suffered and cross over collectively
in the spirit of “medemer,” brotherhood, love and
forgiveness.” Let forget the past misdeed and we
forgave. If we bring up past abuses, there are many
whose lost their legs, whose fingernails pulled, and
who were left orphans. There are those who left
their countries due to government’s abuse and died
at sea. If all these countless victims move to
vindication, it could lead to destruction, we
reiterated the need to put behind the abuses and
work together to bring peace and love.
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THANK YOU, HONORABLE SPEAKER
OF THE HOUSE, AND HONORABLE
MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT

I THANK YOU PROFOUNDLY FOR GIVING ME THE
OPPORTUNITY TO ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS AND
PROVIDE EXPLANATIONS ON THE CURRENT SITUATION.

To address the questions raised by the Honorable House, I find
it necessary to examine in some detail the reform journey we have
undertaken and the challenges and tests we faced over the past two
and a half years. Many of the questions you raised pertain to the
effective capacity of the government, prevention of the nation’s
disintegration and personal security of citizens from harm. As we
could face similar challenges and questions in the future, I shall try
to describe, not all, but the critical inflection points since I took ofhce.

First, I will not take time to review the abuse, suffering, torture,
disappearances and denial of equality and democratic rights to all citizens
over the past 27 yearsas they are well known to the Honorable House. The
Ethiopian people have lived through these experiences, although from
time to time they may have a lapse of memory. I should like to begin by
talking about events that occurred on the eve of the transition. As you
will recall, about one or two months prior to the transition, we began
witnessing major conflicts, internal displacements, discovery of mass
graves as well widespread distress and anguish throughout the country.

While the mass internal displacement on the eve of the transition was
approximately one million persons, it is important to note that we could



see the fingerprints of the graduates of the same college on the mass
graves. During that time, there was much agony and anxiety in the
population. Mass arrests and intimidation tactics were widely employed
by the incumbent regime to suppress and prevent peaceful public
expression of discontent. For example, when the Irrecha Festival was
held in September 2016, the very institution established to protect the
security of Ethiopians manufactured the flag of the outlawed Oromo
Liberation Front and handed them randomly to festival goers. This
was a cynical ruse used by the regime to arbitrarily arrest and persecute
festival attendees as supporters of a terrorist group carrying in public
the outlawed flag. Similarly, in other places, they arrested, abused and
intimidatedcitizenswhocarried the Ethiopianflagwithoutthestaremblem.

These repressive actions did not stop the people’s desire for change,
particularly their desire to change the administrative structure and
governance process in Ethiopia. So, on the eve of the change, there
were talks about a coup d’état and negotiations for a replacement
party leader and potential prime minister. When Prime Minister
Hailemariam heard of the coup, he said, “I am here to serve. A coup is
not necessary. If you decide I am no longer needed, I am ready to step
down.” He openly discussed the matter with those plotting the coup.

Some of us asked, “How can this be called a coup?” It is a “coup of a
person”. We asked, “How can a government make a coup against
itself?” The government is the security and defense forces. To conduct
a “coup of a person”, there is little need for scheming. There were
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those who opposed the idea. As a result, discussion turned to the idea
of finding a potential replacement for Prime Minister Hailemariam
replacement when he leaves office. Then the regime leaders began a
frantic search for possible individuals who could replace Prime Minister
Hailemariam, but most importantly, for a person who will serve
their special interest. They decided to conduct open surveillance on
individuals they considered as potential but undesirable replacements. For
example, they conducted full surveillance on me from the time I left
my house until I got to my ofhce. At the time, we raised this issue in
meetings. We would tell them, “don’t waste gas and time following us.
Thereare far more pressing nationalissues thatshould consume our time.”

However, it did not stop there and the pressure continued. For example,
when I was working in the Oromia Regional Party Secretariat Office, we
could plainly see regime sharpshooters’ positions in all the surrounding
buildings. The message was clear, “Watch it! We can kill at any time.”
There were official patrol vehicles and unmarked cars hounding us.

Given  this  situation, we consulted each other and
concluded that since we could be killed at any time, we have to make
contingency plans to continue the struggle. We decided to make an
extensive video recording of what needs to be done to continue the
struggle. We then arranged and gave it to trusted individuals for
safekeeping and directed its release to the public in the event we
are arrested or killed. We also kept some critical documentary
evidence. After a while, during a meeting of the ruling EPRDF,



when we raised the issue of surveillance and intimidation, the regime
respondedbydecidingarrestwarrantsshouldbeissuedagainstus. Tendays
before the party election, arrest warrants were issued. They did all
this to ensure a person they did not approve will not be elected as party
leader and consequently prime minister. They sought to perpetuate
their practice of running a puppet government under their control.

But many of us were aware of this nefarious effort and had a
well-coordinated strategy to continue the struggle. We were sure the
effort would not work. The incumbent prime minister and his deputy
were committed to the change. Our position was also strengthened in
the fact that we had people who moved easily between the old guards
and our group. We used these people to send information regime
leaders wanted to hear. We also obtained valuable information from our
go-betweens on what the regime leaders were thinking and planning.

When we finally began deliberations to select the leader of
the EPRDF party, incredibly, weeks were spent talking about
“cleansing our minds,” “proper conduct” and accomplished nothing.
Meeting after meeting was called only to be disbanded. On the day
we made the selection, we spent the whole day talking about the

selection criteria. It was a struggle not unlike the one we are
facing today. The well-organized junta used devious tactics to divide
and prevent reaching a consensus. Around 10 p.m. that evening, they
announced they had won the election. Their supporters began
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celebrating in the bars. Before the election, they were openly bragging
that anyone they did not approve will be elected “over their dead bodies”.
They were not saying that in secret but openly. But for the first time
in their history, they suffered an unexpected and devastating defeat.

When we met in Hawassa three or four months later, the EPRDF
council that painfully and slowly deliberated to elect a leader had
changed completely. The fractious deliberations that tested the core
of the EPRDF earlier had dissipated. It took only ten minutes to elect
the party leader. All of the eligible members voted for one candidate,
except one. That one vote was mine. We had three candidates, I cast
my vote for my friends. Other than that, it was a hundred percent
vote. It became clear that all of the chaos and controversies from
three months ago were unnecessary and baseless. I would like the
Honorable House tomakenoteofthisasthefirstcritical contextualsetting.

Second, when the reform architects came to power, pressure was
put on them to maintain the status-quo. It was difhcult to make
sweeping reforms in government in the conventional way. The
reform group faced abuse, assassination and imprisonment
attempts. But there was also strong hatred in the population given the
country’s history of abuse and oppression by the incumbent regime
and pressure by the people on the reform group to act swiftly to
bring about change. We believed that a confrontation between the
fully armed repressive regime and unarmed abuse victims who seek
immediate redress for injustice they have suffered could end in disaster.



To avoid such an outcome, we decided to change the narrative. We
knew engaging with a well-armed force unapologetic in its use of
violence could lead to disaster. We decided to assure regime
leaders we will not engage in retribution for all the crimes they have
committed. We said, 4 person can vindicate himself in one of
two ways. One is through forgiveness. The other through justice and
revenge. We will forgive and forget the abuses we have suffered and move
forward collectively in the spirit of “medemer,” brotherhood, love and
forgiveness.” Let bygones be bygones. If we bring up past abuses, there
are many whose lost their legs, whose fingernails were pulled, and
who were left as orphans. There are those who went into exile to avoid
abuse and oppression. If all these countless victims seek retribution,
it could lead to unspeakable destruction. We emphasized the need to
put the past behind us and work together to bring peace and love.

The politics of retribution has never helped us. Every time a new
government is installed, we start from scratch and this has left
Ethiopia in backwards state. So, we opted to take the path of
forgiveness and reconciliation. We announced this in many
forums and in many ways informed citizens. We announced our
next step is to build an all-inclusive country and government which
will be built by all to serve all. When we said, “by all”’, we meant a
government in which everyone can contribute their individual share and
not one in which one is a beneficiary and another a non-beneficiary;
where one is an owner and another a stranger; where one is landlord
and another a tenant. We want to establish a government in which
everyone participates equally. “For all” means for the benefit of everyone.
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When we began this discussion, the regime leaders would
accuse us of preaching. They said, “You are preachers. It is all
empty talk. You cannot lead a country by sermonizing. You wmust
lead the country like us.” They said to govern is to say one thing in
public and do the opposite and destructive things in the shadows.”
They said, “You cannot lead a country by preaching love and ‘medemer.”

They accused us of running a weak government. Indeed, our
government was weak. The strength of government is not
determined by the knowledge and ability of individuals. A nation
is strong because it has strong institutions. After they built and
left us weak political structures, to criticize us now as weak is an
argument that does not hold water. No matter how strong
individuals are, if there are no strong institutions, a government will
remain weak. They rejected our approach to create strong institutions.
Honorable House, in relation to this there are media and
political actors that have raised certain questions: Why did
the government fail to take proactive measures? Why was the
government delayed in acting? Did we not pay a high price
for not acting in a timely manner? Was it not possible to act
sooner? These questions point to a lack of appreciation of wanting to do
something and having the ability and means to do so. To undertake
such tasks requires institutional capacity.

One of the major problems among the ruling and competing
parties in Ethiopia is our inability to properly analyze the power
balance and distribution in our country. In order for the government
or a political party to be successful, it must act on evidence-based



and reliable information. It is necessary to properly analyze and
understand the dynamics of internal and external forces. It is very
important to analyze potential outcomes if the two forces clash.

Without doing proper power dynamics analysis, some people will
declare they can form a government in three months. To become a
government, one must properly know oneself and understand the
capacity of the enemy to do harm. One must be able to ascertain one’s
capacity and figure out a plan to defeat the enemy. To get together and
call ourselves a political party, proclaim we can win an election and run
government in six months is a pipe dream. That is the reason nascent
political parties have been unable to win elections in the past 40 years
in Ethiopia. So, if we do not do a proper power dynamics analysis
in our country, we may hope for victory but it will always elude us.
Situation analysis is also necessary. What is the objective
situation? What does the governmental body look like? What is the
situation of the opposition? What is the situation in neighboring
countries? What kind of strategy would be most effective in these
circumstances? Those who haveadeeperunderstanding of these questions
will notassert the measures we took during the transition were “too late”.

The situation for me was precarious. I was not in a position to
protect my family, let alone protect the country and discharge my
official duties. For example, on the day you appointed me as Prime
Minister per the Constitution, the chief of security told me I could
not bring along my three personal security guards into the palace.
He told me I could only have the security personnel they assigned
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to me. My personal guards were kept out. You were expecting me to
take serious measures of national importance when I could not even
arrange my own security detail. The key to my office was in the hands
of their security officers. They were the ones that would let me in and
out of my ofhice. I could not have my office swept for hidden cameras
and electronic bugs as is customary in other countries. They could
do whatever they want when I am not there. I could not even call
Deputy Prime Minister Demeke Mekonnen and discuss confidential
matters as I had no control over my office. It was not only my personal
security but also my office that was under their command and control.

Moreover, my house key was also in their hands. They would let
me in and lock the door. They came in the morning to let me out.
It was in the midst of this situation that you were accusing me of
not acting or defending the country. Under these circumstances, I
could not even guarantee the safety of my family let alone the nation.

But that’s not all. As I was once a soldier, one day I decided to walk
the palace grounds with the intention of checking out potential escape
routes if it ever became necessary. I was told by the security officers
assigned to me that I am not allowed to walk the palace grounds as it
was uncustomary to do so. So, when I say I was forced to stay in the
house, it also included not stepping out onto the veranda. But I told
them I am not that kind of prime minister who will be cooped up in
his office. I told them it will be not to be able to familiarize myself with
my immediate environs. I defiantly went out to assess the compound.



be

The politics of destruction has never helped us;
every time there is a new government is installed,
we start from scratch and this has left Ethiopia in

backwards state. So, we forgave, and we
announced this in many forums and many ways
to citizens and to this force. After stating this,
we announced that our next step is to build an
all-inclusive country and government, which will

be built by all and serve all.
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The location of the palace where the prime minister’s office is
located is not a designated part of the city. It has no know
kebele or sub city. Yet it was a neighborhood. There were makeshift
plastic-covered shelters, shacks and mud houses. Older people and
children live in them. It was not clear if the compound is part of the
palace grounds or a separate community. There were a lot of people
around but their job description and what they do was unclear to me.

There were outhouses and cottages all over the place, plastic sheet
covered shelters anchored to the compound walls, similar to those
commonly seen on the streets. I quickly realized that it will be
impossible to escape from the compound should the need arise. When
I looked beyond the walls, I observed there was a structure called
“bullet house” inhabited by hundreds on one side. On another side,
there was a security guard station for those protecting the parliament.
Yet on another side, in a section called the palace garage, there were
many other people. Further down, there were armed men organized
by the national intelligence service outside the legal structure. So,
it dawned on me that I was a prime minister in a modern prison.
To liberate myself from this prison and discharge the
responsibilities given to me by the country, particularly to
institute reforms the Honorable House expects of me, I had to first
consult my family. I told them, “I am in a modern prison. This is a
modern prison. I cannot pretend to be the prime minister on television.”
Therefore, we agreed the family should return to exile.

During the first two months we were in office, we expected to be
kidnapped, arrested or assassinated. Indeed, I spent much of that time



not as a prime minister but as an imprisoned person who play acted as
a prime minister on television. So, you were expecting change from a
government led by a person leading a government within a government.

So, I called my friends and held discussions about the situation,
particularly with Deputy Prime Minister Demeke. We discussed
the possibility of drafting our ideas for change. But if we shared
our ideas with the cabinet, we feared they could sabotage their
implementation. So, we decided to bring about the change that
the public expects from us following a sandwich approach. We
decided to bypass the cabinet and take our ideas directly to the
public both to build support and also gauge the public’s pulse about the
direction of the change. With this approach, we said, “Let us go
out and meet the people. Let us have discussions with them. Let
us sell our ideas to the people. Let the people be our soldiers, our
guardians. Let the people take a stand to ensure the reform is not
subverted. Let us boldly go to the people and share our ideas for change.”

Having decided that, we planned our first trip to Somali region. We
chose Somali region because the danger we see now first manifested
in that region where there were over 30,000 trained and well-armed
special forces organized and fully armed to make true the ousted regime’s
long held dream of disintegrating Ethiopia. The ousted regime believed
they had their best chance by targeting Somali region. Moreover, one
to two months prior to the start of the reform, there was significant
displacements and atrocities committed in the region. We thought those
issues needed to be addressed promptly. When we announced our trip to
Somali region, the security chief informed us we could not travel there.
When we asked the reason, I was told Al Shabaab is planning to kill me.

74




75

First, with an intelligence background, I had some experience in
detecting fabricated information. Second, I believe the role of an
intelligence agency is to provide information to enhance the
executivebody’sdecision-makingprocess, nottomakeexecutivedecisions.
But the security chief started the conversation by informing me of his
decision that I cannot go. He did not start by explaining the situation
to me. He declared I cannot go. When I questioned him, he gave me
the justification Al-Shabaab is going to kill me if I go to Somali region.
I responded to him with two points. First, it is not his role to make
decisions for me but bring sufficient credible information to me so that
I can make informed decisions. Second, the most important thing in
intelligence is to know the source of the threat, the fact that someone
out there is planning to kill me so that preventive action can be taken. I
told him that he had done his job well and without his intelligence work,
major problems could have arisen. He can now prepare to mitigate the
danger. I told him I also need to do my job and went to Somali region.
As you may recall, we had a very good time in Somali region.

We had discussions with the people. After we returned from Somali
region, we planned the next trip was to Mekelle. Prior to the change,
the people of Tigray had been victims of the ousted regime just like
any other Ethiopians. We traveled to Tigray to draw them closer to
the change. We recognized it will be good to address them in their
language to demonstrate our closeness. Indeed, when I traveled to
Tigray, no one informed me there was a group there ready to kill me.
After traveling there and holding discussions, great shock beset the junta.



The Somali region discussions were successful. So were the
discussion sin Tigray where they embraced us. The youth were also
seeking change so they became our supporters. Our sandwich approach
became clear to them after the Mekelle trip. They said, “We have to stop
this thing. If they continue this way, they will eventually separate the people
from us, creating a dangerous situation, which could get out of control.”

Ambo was our next destination. The security chief told me
sternly I cannot go to Ambo because they have discovered an
Oromo Liberation Front (OLF) plot to kill me. But a month prior to
becoming a prime minister, I had gone to Ambo and held
discussions with the people and assured them we are winning and
what they needed to do. Within a month of that, I am told I could
not go there because as there is a force planning to kill me. At that
point I understood the people planning to kill me were not OLF
or Al-Shabaab but the very security force pretending to protect me.
I added additional layer of security and we traveled to Ambo. We had
good discussion with the people in Ambo. We had a very good time.

Whenwe returnedandstarted planningour trip to Bahir Darand Gonder,
I was told by the security chief I cannot travel there because they have
discovered an assassination plot by a group called “Qimant Committee.”
During that period, there were challenges in Qimant. But we asked the
Ambhara region leaders to deal with the issue proceeded with our trip.
Once we arrived there, it was clear we had crossed a line. We not only
went there but we also held discussions with members of the “Qimant”
and “Wolkait” committees. Once we had those discussions, there was a
falling out between us and members of the security agency. There was
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a breakdown in communication and we stopped calling each other on
the phone. They took a strong position they would not deal with any
person who has dealings with the “Wolkait” and “Qimant” committees.

After that, we held discussion in the North, East and West and
in Addis Ababa. We learned about the depth of citizens’ desires
for change. We concluded we need to make swift decisions that
reflected people’s expectation from the reform. As you will
remember, we had daily breaking news with so and so being released
from jail, and this and that happening and started making big decisions.

As we made decisions, we faced problems in three areas. The first
issue was related to the re-arrest of released political prisoners who
had been out for four or five days on ground that they displayed a
flag at their meeting which did not have the ofhcial emblem.
They had not been out of prison even for a week. We said this is
not right and argued strongly for their release. Our position that
we cannot bring about change by jailing people for carrying a flag
became a contentious issue. After fierce arguments, they were released.

The second issue was related to the release of Mr. Andargachew Tsige.
His issue triggered intense debate and disagreement. They vehemently
argued that a person who tried to destabilize the country, sentenced to
death penalty, etc., must not be released. Up until that point, it was
unclear who the real prime minister was. The practice was the prime
ministerdecides, thesecurity chiefoverrides the prime minister’sdecision.



As they had insisted on adherence to constitution and the law and to
ensure there is no legal oversight, the attorney general was requested to
investigate and make recommendations. As a result, Mr.
Andargachew Tsige was released. At that point, in a
very clear manner, the conflict changed from simple
disagreements to “either you or us” kind of serious confrontation.
We realized that we could not continue in this manner. We decided
that we cannot continue to work with a security apparatus running a
government within a government, complete with its own armed men,
media, and assets they controlled without any oversight. We decided to
reform the security sector and started planning on how to best go aboutit.

We also considered whether we should also take reform
measures in the defense agency or focus only on the security
agency. We started studying the ramifications of such actions. Our
studies indicated chaos and destruction ensued in some African
countries where the chiefs of security and defense were removed
at the same time. Since history points to this possibility, we held
discussions to avoid a similar situation. We determined to first remove
the security chief and reform it with well-defined responsibilities.

In this regard, I want to mention and clearly state that
General Samora Younis, the Chief of the General Staft opposed
the coup d’état idea. Following the change, he also provided broad
support and demonstrated a spirit of cooperation. This is clear and
a truth that cannot be denied. Even though he was cooperating
with us, our desire to change the defense institution was rife with
problems. Therefore, we honored him, gave him anaward and retired him.
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But the two individuals cannot be compared. In contrast,
General Samora is exceedingly better in his work and his
desire to cooperate with us. But it was necessary to take these
measures to ensure the institutions remained viable institutions.
After we removed the security chief, the following morning he fled
to Mekelle with caches of stolen modern weapons, arms and assets.

I want the Honorable House to know that it was unclear to us what
he stole and took with him. We did not know because the security
chief ran the agency like a family business and not as an institution.
There is no record of what came in, what was procured, what was used
and who procured it. Everyone was silent. There was no information.

From the day I was informed that Al-shabab was going to kill me
until the day the security chief was removed, I never opened the
security briefing sent to me in a sealed envelope. I threw it in the
shredder because I knew the information sent to me was fabricated.

The institution was organized in such a way that it was not
possible to tell what and how much the security chief took with him to
Mekelle. The institution did not know. Finally, in a very
coordinated way on June 23, 2018, as you all remember, they made an
assassination attempt against me. The attempt was made with the
cooperation of the leadership of the federal police, the defense and security
agencies. The attempt coordinated at that level indicated that
they could have been successful. We decided to take audit of the
institution and that was when we discovered that there were weapons and
explosives taken from the security agency. Up until that point, we had



no such information. There was no one to provide clear information on
the type and quantity of weapons taken. We ascertained that a special
weapon was imported from Israel with laser targeting capability and
a silencer that could be used to assassinate during the day or night.

From that time on, we spent two to three months arguing with the
Tigray regional government about returning the security chief for
prosecution and in the alternative at least return the assets stolen from
the government and the public.

As T have told you, this institution had its own armed force and media
called Abay Media established by the security chief. It had its own
armed force on the palace grounds. To even plan a trip outside the
country, you could not trust the airplanes or the airport as it was
controlled by these forces.

When a person is deprived of freedom, it is difficult to think
clearly nor defend oneself. The Honorable House must
understand this. It should not be regarded lightly. The points I have
raised thus far and what I plan to raise here is for the benefit of the
leadership so they can draw lessons. The people of Ethiopia also
deserve to know that the trials and tribulation we faced on our journey.

Following our assessment, we decided to institute security
service reform (SSR) in  Information Network Security Agency
(INSA), the federal police and the defense and financial intelligence
sectors. When we embarked on this, it could be said there were no
professional security institutions in the country. It was an
individual and family affair. The security sector was filled with
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people with no training, knowledge or competence in security and
intelligence issues. They were hired based on connections and family
ties. Therefore, the security institutions literally required dismantling
and rebuilding. However, we could not take the same approach to the
defense agency as it will create its own problems. So, we decided
to study the defense sector and make decisions based on data and
information. We found out thatitwill be very challenging to transform the
defense sector not just today but even five to ten years down the line. For
example, in the federal defense force, 60 percent of officers with rank of
full general are from Tigray region, while the remaining 40 percent were
drawn from the rest of Ethiopia. If we go one step down to the rank of
lieutenant general, the numbers are lower; 50 percent are from Tigray
region. If we go one step down to the rank of major general, 45 percent
are from the same region. At the rank of brigadier general, 40 percent
are from Tigray region. Fifty eight percent of colonels, 66 percent of
lieutenant colonels, 53 percent majors are from Tigray region as well.

This meant that even if we changed the composition of
officer at the ranks of general, it would be necessary to promote
from below, that is from the ranks of major and colonel. For a
major to become a colonel, it takes 10 years. Therefore, that meant
for the next 10 years we could not create a balanced military.

Looking from top to the level of major, 55 percent are from Tigray
region. A general may be politically appointed but for a person to be a
major or colonel, twenty years are required. What was done by the ousted
regime in the defense force was to incapacitate the leadership by ensuring
military leadership will originate only from one area. This does not
benefit Tigray or Ethiopia. Every segment of the population must



b6

When we say by all, we are talking about a
government where everyone can contribute their
individual share, where there is not designation of
beneficiary and non-beneficiary, owner and stranger;
landlord and neighbor; and everyone participates
equally. For all means for the benefit of everyone.
When we began this discussion, they would say you are
preaching, and you are preachers. is all empty talk.
You cannot lead a country through sermons; they said,
you must lead a country like us, by saying something in
public and doing destructive things in the shadow; but
you cannot lead a country by preaching about love and
“medemer’. They said our government is weak, indeed,
it was weak. The strength of government is not
determined by individuals’ knowledge and ability but
existence of strong institutions. They did not accept our
approach to create strong institutions.
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participate and defend the country. Neither Amhara, Tigray, Oromo,
Benishangul or other regions should not have an outsized role in the
military. If this pattern continues, the current problem will eventually
be recreated.

I have so far been speaking to you only about high-ranking military
officers. Let us look at the commands. At Defense Headquarters,
80 percent of the high-level ofhicers are from Tigray. The numbers I
mentioned earlier were relatively less critical because even if there
were many Amhara or Oromo generals, the real power remained with
this 80 percent. What does this mean? These officers know the kinds
of weapons available in the defense force. They know the available
training and the communication lines. Everything was in their hands.

Let us look one step below. Below headquarters, there are
commands. Of all the commands in Ethiopia, one hundred
percent of their commanders were from Tigray region. One
hundred percent of deputy commanders were also from Tigray.
Especially in the Northern Command, the commander, the deputy
commander, logistics, and administration were in the hands of people
from Tigray. Why the Northern Command? I will get to that later.
Let us look one step below the commands at the battalion level. There
are two kinds of battalions: infantry and mechanized. One hundred
percent of the leaders of mechanized battalions were from Tigray. 80
percentofthoseintheinfantrybattalionswerefrom Tigray.85 percentofthe
mechanized brigades and 80 percent of infantry brigades were composed
of soldiers from Tigray. Thinkaboutit, from brigades to the headquarters,
there is nobody else but over representation of people from one region.



We looked at the training institutions. 85 percent of the
military training institutions were in the hands of people from Tigray.
So even if we had decided to get new recruits, it would still be a
problem. This is so distorted. The people of Tigray as well as
the entire Ethiopian people should know about these unusual
circumstances. It should not be hidden. Everyone should get their fair
share and we need to create a military that represents all of Ethiopia.
This is not only something to be desired but
something that is demanded by the laws and the Constitution.

We then looked at the foundations of the whole army, the strategies,
the directives, the policies, and the training documents. We discovered
that the entire defense force is built upon the ideological orientation
and prescriptions of the so-called Red Book in flagrant violation of
the country’s Constitution. The “Red Book” teaches members of the
defense force, “You are a member of the [EPRDF] party. If there is a
threat to revolutionary democracy, you must fight”. This means all this
talk about elections is political drama, it is not genuine. The Red Book
says, “Without revolutionary democracy, there is no Ethiopia. The
foundation of Ethiopia is the ideology of the party.” Accordingly,
Ethiopia shall continue in so far as the vision in the Red Book is
implemented. We understood clearly that the way that this institution
was set up, the ties to the party, was dangerous to the continued
stability of Ethiopia.

For example, when Welaytas were massacred in Sidama
region, the commander in that area is the person who now cut
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communication linesand enabled the massacre of soldiersin the Northern
Command. We have intelligence but we do not have evidence. Welaytans
say Sidamas killed us. Welayta and Sidama do not kill each other but
rather they live together. There is a conspiratorial network in that area
providing funds and mission to create the killing, which then turns
around and pretends to restores peace. Once this person was removed,
the conflict between Welayta and Sidama became a thing of the past.

If we look at the conflict trend in what happened with the
defense and security services over the past two and a half years,
there were 113 major conflicts resulting in deaths and property
destruction, excluding the current one, that consumed the government’s
attention. This means there was conflict on a weekly basis. The
government was left to go here and there to mourn and bury the dead
from these conflicts. Before concluding one bereavement, we went to
the next. In a very coordinated way, to undermine and thwart the
reform efforts, they schemed and planned to create chaos everywhere.

There were at least 113 major conflicts that had occurred in
every region except Tigray. They shamelessly proclaimed they were
the only ones in the country that remained at peace. Even some
foreigners echoed that proclaiming Tigray was the only region
that was at peace. Of course, there is peace in Tigray because those
causingdestruction were working day and night to create chaos elsewhere.

By stoking hatred and strife, they turned the people against each
other. They used sophisticated tactics. They had plenty of money to
provide training communication and media access. They would



prepare media communication in advance, and the minute something
happens, they were the first to report it in mainstream and socialmedia
that Oromos did some heinous act to Amharas or Benishangul did
this to Amhara. The gullible ones would echo their information and
turn the people against each other and incite further destruction. They
worked diligently to stoke up ethnic and religious conflicts.

Did they succeed in their efforts? Only if success is measured by
destruction of property, and deaths of innocent citizens. But they have
not really succeeded. When a person decides to move to Kenya, he
does so in the belief that the food in Kenya will agree with him/her
and that the people will accept him/her. When a person relocates from
Gojam to Ambo City for work, for instance, he does so in the belief
that the people of Ambo will feed him if he gets hungry, and nurse him
if he got sick. This junta has worked hard to sow great mistrust and
suspicion among people who saw themselves as kin and suffered together.

To support this with data, in the last two and half years, in
Oromia, 37 major conflicts occurred in Guliso, Hararge, Guji, Bale
and Shashamane. In these 37 conflicts, while members of other
ethnic groups also suffered, it was the people of Oromia who
shouldered the brunt of the deaths and destruction. Fathers, mothers,
brothers and sisters have died and homes have been destroyed. While
pretending to care for Oromo, they made Oromiya the center of conflict by
pitting Oromos against their brothers and Muslims against Christians.

In the 37 conflicts that occurred, Oromo mothers have lost their
husbands and their children. Against their tradition and customs, the
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junta has made Oromos fight against neighbors they have trusted and
loved. This has been ruinous for all ethnic groups and Ethiopia. The
junta is the only beneficiary of this situation.

The Amhara region has witnessed 23 conflicts over the past two years
in Qimant, Aataye, Oromo Special Zone and religious conflict in Mota.
They have created antagonisms and enmity between different ethnic
groups living in that region, with adjacent regions and occasionally
with neighboring countries. Many people have died in Amhara region
as a result of conflict. For instance, if we take Qimant, as you all know
in Ambhara region around Gonder area, it is customary for different
ethnic groups to marry and have children. It is a city where a sizeable
number of Eritreans, Oromos, Tigrayans, Qimants have intermarried and
established families. They have intermarried to the point where it is
difficult to determine if they are Qimant or Amhara. Substantial
number of Amhara leaders have Qimant wives. Their children have an
Ambhara father and Qimant mother. They share the same language, same
tradition and culture. They are one family and one people. They do not
have conflict of their own. But such conflict was sponsored in Amhara
region and a great deal of effort exerted to make sure there will be no
peace and people cannot live peacefully. They fomented ethnic conflict so
these people kill each other. Many people have suftered as a result of this.

In Benishangul-Gumuz, there were 15 major conflicts. In the
conflict in Metekel and around Asosa, in Oromiya and Dangur there was
internal displacement of Amharas. For the past two and half years, the
news of a farmer getting killed on the way to his farm became routine.



In Addis Ababa, there were 14 major conflicts. Among the
conflicts that amazed me was the killing of artiste Hachaalu
Hundessa.  Around the time of Hachaalu Hundessa
assassination, there was a list of ten people with similar profile slated to
be killed like Hachaalu. The list included officials of Prosperity Party,
opposition party officials and other famous personalities. The plan
was to create chaos and terror by killing these individuals. Significant
planning was done to kill a certain number of people in Oromia and
in Amhara regions to make it look like an ethnic conflict is between
Oromos and Amharas. Unfortunately, we lost Hachaalu but we have
worked hard to ensure they did not succeed in their other plans.

One thing that amazes me about the Haachalu assassination is the
fact that the very same people a few years earlier made our lives
hell because Haachalu was shown on Oromiya Television. You all
know what happened afterwards. There were seven conflicts in
Gambella. Not only in Gambella region but in the refugee camps as
well. In the South, they stoked conflict in Gedo, Gura Ferda, Konso,
Mizan Tepi and other areas. What is amazing about the conflict
between Gedo and Guiji is the fact that by any standard these are
people that can be called one family. But they managed to get them to
go at each other’s throats. They created chaos and caused displacement
here and there. In the South, many people have suffered. And the
people who have moved there from other parts of the country,
thinking they were among their people and have also suffered greatly.
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In Jijiga and in Afar region with the issue involving Issas, there
were 3 major conflicts. In Dire Dawa there were three major
conflicts; two in Hararai and two in Sidama. While all this was
happening, there were no conflicts in Tigray. In Shiraro, there
was no conflict between Kunamas living in Shiraro and Tigrayans.
But in Hawassa, there were major conflicts between Wolayta and
Sidama. In Irob, the Irob people have no conflict with Tigrayans nor
there should be any conflict. But the fact is in every other region,
they have worked to create conflict not only between people but also
between regional governments. For instance, as a region Ambhara
borders Benishangul. They have had conflict. Amhara region borders
Oromia. They have had conflict. Afar borders Amhara region. They
have had conflict. Tigray borders Ambhara, yet they have had no conflict.

Let me raise the conflict in Afar because it is instructive. As conflict
began occurring between Afar and Somali people, we called in the
leaders of the two regions for discussion and consultations. During our
discussions, the President of Afar region the Honorable Awol raised an
amazing issue. He said, “Afar and Somali bave fought in the past and this
is not new. But do you really think that the current conflict is between Afari
and Somali? You need to look into it.” When I asked why, he said, “First,
in this conflict women are killed. But neither Somali nor Afari kill women.
We may bave clashes but we never killed women. This is something very new
and out of character for us. Second, Afar and Somali fight during the day but
not in the night. We don’t know night warfare. But this is a night warfare.
Third, Afari and Somali openly talk to each other while fighting. They never
cover their faces and fight. The current fighters have their faces covered.”



After we considered what he said, we ordered the defense force to pull
their troops out of the two regions. We ordered Somali and Afari region
forces to pull back. We ordered the federal police to pull out. We told
everyone we were going to send in Special Forces (Republican guards).
We told the Special Forces to strike if they see any defense forces, police,
Afar or Somali regional forces. We told all of them to stand down and
let our Special Forces take care of things. After that, let alone conflict or
killing, not a squeak was heard. We could have not pulled out elements
of our Defense Force from everywhere but the impact of the conflict in
and around the areas where our defense force was deployed was severe.

During this time, one of the tragedies we encountered was in
Sudan. As I have previously mentioned, the people of Sudan have
provided tremendous help for our country and continue to do so.
We learnt that certain individuals from our side had gone to Sudan
to instigate conflict. They misrepresented themselves as members of
our defense force. They told Sudanese leaders this was the time to
enter our borders and take over disputed lands. The Sudanese
government rejected their proposal and told them they will deal with
the dispute in a peaceful manner and not by force. They shared the
information with us. This is indicative of the lengths these people would
go to instigate conflict not only at home but also with our neighbors.

If you look at what happened in the Somali region, they attempted to
undertake a similar mission. This happened on greater scale in South
Sudan as well. All these instances show their harmful efforts were not
limited domestically.
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You will recall the incident where some 200 fully armed
commandos marched to the grounds of the National Palace. Until the very
moment that they showed up and effectively laid siege, we had received no
intelligence on what was about to happen. As though their attempts
to instigate conflict among the people, the targeted killings, and
continued efforts to pit one region against another were not enough,
they coordinated a direct attack on the palace grounds. But that also
failed. Then they launched large-scale illegal trafhcking of weapons and
illegal transaction of foreign currency on the black market. The effect
of the conflict and killings seeped into Prosperity Party itself. As the
targetedkillingsbecame more frequent, partymembersand theleadership
that risked their lives to bring about the reform began to give up. They
suggested we should seek a negotiated settlement with those creating the
chaos and destruction. But how can one negotiate and come to consensus
with the devil? It is indeed difficult to reach an agreement even if you try.

We resolved the only option we had was to stand
resolutely against the junta and continue with the work we had
started. However, to a certain extent, our own internal forces began to
disintegrate. The opposition parties became confused and conflicted, and
hopelessness began to overtake the public. Asyou know, they continued to
pressure this government. They claimed the previous government was
better and that we should return to the old times. They called for a
stronger government that would crackdown in conflict areas.
Simply stated, they agitated the public to demand a government that
is oppressive.



Beyond that, in order to create fear of invasion among the people of
Tigray, they kept the region from coming into an agreement with other
regions. To keep the people of Tigray in a state of anxiety and panic
and in disharmony with the rest of the country, they created a siege
mentality. They misinformed the people that the Amhara were going
to attack them, Eritrea was about to attack and the federal government
was going to attack them. They worked at the highest level to create the
impression that the people of Tigray were facing imminent invasion.

In general, they put the Ethiopian people in a state of
uncertainty and anxiety to a level where the people could not lead
their daily lives and for families to feel at peace. They tried to
create a mood of fear and dread in the people. They continued
their efforts to undermine and reverse the reform. As I mentioned
earlier, when all these things were happening, it became critical that we
implemented security service reforms, especially the defense force.
We had the conviction that if we were unable to make such changes,
conflicts in various places would continue. However, we did not opt for a
military solution. We were convinced a military presence in the
conflict areas would be a problem. We proceeded with the reform at three

levels, the upper leadership, middle leadership and lower leadership.

As 1 mentioned earlier, the leadership at the very top, which
included generals to major generals, was reduced from 55 percent to 26
percent. Prior to our law enforcement action in Tigray region, about
26 percent of the top-level leadership of the defense force was from
the Tigray region. Although the number was rather too high, we
believed people from this region should have proper
representation and a fair share in the defense force.
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There was no question about this but we believed the current
status needed to be changed. To that end, we introduced reforms with
the intention of ensuring proportional representation but never with
illintent to prevent Tigrayan natives from participating in the defense
force. After we reduced their number to 26 percent, we also reduced
the 100 percent representation of Tigrayans in charge of the various
commands to 25 percent. The people of the SNNPR should take
special note that until the reform, the highest post an officer from that
region had attained was the rank of Major General. It was only after the
reform came about that officers from the SNNPR could attain the rank
of Lieutenant General. We took 25 officers from the South, 25 from
Oromiya, 25 from Amharaand 25 from Tigray regions based on meritand
reestablished a system to allow for equal opportunity. This was indeed
possible because of the available number of qualified and competent
officers.

However, the mechanized brigade of the Defense Force required
specialized skills and experience, we left it at 100 percent. Today, it has
50 percent Tigrayan representation. We have not been able to exceed
50 percent because it was not easy to make the necessary changes given
the requirements. We reduced Tigrayan representation in the Infantry
Division from 80 percent to 40 percent; the mechanized brigade from
85 percent to 44 percent; the infantry brigade from 80 percent to 40
percent. We reduced the staffand training division from nearly 50 percent
to 25 and re-structured the top level of leadership of the Defense Force.

With respect to the top leadership of the various Commands, efforts
were made to ensure that we appointed one from the South, one from
Oromia, one from Ambhara and one from Tigray regions. Members
of the leadership that left service did so because they were all due for



Related to this, the Honorable House, the media, and
political actors posed questions such as: why we did not
take proactive measures; did not he delay; as a result,
didn’t he pay significant price; wasn’t it possible to act
sooner, etc.These questions point to not being
cognizant between wanting to do something and
having the ability to do so; to undertake such tasks
require institutional capacities.
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retirement. In the past, it has been said that high level officers such as
Abebaw Tadesse and Bacha Debele were forced to retire in the prime
of their professional careers. But before they were involuntarily retired,
they would have made Lieutenant General. However, we did not repeat
such a mistake this time. We strongly believed officers should retire
accordingtothelaw. Forothersweextendedtheirservicetimeasappropriate.
The second reform focused on the leadership at the mid-level. The
mid-level leadership had its own problems. The problem was in the
appointment process. For example, a Colonel could be appointed
as Brigadier General within just six months or one year of service.
However, absent some extraordinary achievement, it is impossible for
a General to be promoted to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel within a
year. These appointments and dismissals take time and they are not
simply to be undertaken as one pleases. It takes time to appoint an
officer. It takes time to dismiss someone from their post as well. If we
simply made mass dismissals, it would be a destruction of the Defense
Force and the consequences would be severe to the country, perhaps
similar to what had happened in the past. Our very intention is to
rebuild the Defense Force, and not to destroy it. The Defense Force will
effectively disband which iswhat happened when the junta regime came to
power. We wanted to make sure that as we were rebuilding the de-
fense force, we do not end up destroying it as it has happened in the
past. As we were undertaking the reform on the mid-level leadership,
we came to realize that retired members of the Federal Defense Force
who have already retired had set up their own private operations and
establishing their own armed force. If we were to discharge more people
from the mid-levelleadership, we understood theywould add to this force.



We decided to hold onto the mid-level leadership a bit longer as their
removal would have weakened the force structure. Our efforts to
strengthen the force by removing the bad apples could backfire and
instead end up weakening it while these elements could go out and
strengthen their forces on the outside. And indeed, doing it right was
going to take time.

The third issue was the leadership at the lower level. There have
been few training opportunities that were provided to the lower
level leadership in the past two and a half years. The Defense
Ministry has not provided training in over ten to fifteen years.
We were aware of this deficit. Our efforts were to help change the
strategy of the Defense Force and to make it a national Defense Force
that takes pride in the Constitution and in the people, and not to
become an army for Prosperity Party as that would be dangerous.

To this end, we provided training. The soldiers had questions about
salaries and uniforms. Some were wearing tattered uniforms. We tried
to accommodate these requirements but the process was not attainable
in just two years, it needed more time which in turn affected the pace
of the reform.

The second problem we faced in undertaking the reform at this level
was that whatever discussions we had, whether in council meetings or
other settings, it reached the ears of the junta leaders within the hour.
It was not possible as we did previously to discuss something in the
morning and reach a decision later in the day because we were simply
divided and each institution had to conduct its own discussion. This
process was rather meaningless and endangered Ethiopia’s existence
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and unity. We had to create a secret reform process outside of the three
levels of reforms in order to protect the country’s integrity and unity.

The first step we took in implementing this secret reform was to
establish the Republican Guard. In the current law enforcement
action, the Republican Guard has accomplished its mission and can
now join the regular Defense Force. We also needed to establish
well trained special forces that could undertake surgical operations;
forces that could operate as a strike force with high capabilities, and
forces that could serve as backups should we encounter challenges.

The second step we took in implementing the secret reform was
reinstating the Airforce which was practically dead. The Airforce
needed restructuring for many reasons. For example, the Airforce
needed technological upgrades especially with regards to securing
drone technology, unmanned aerial vehicles. However, we made sure
the junta is not aware of our acquisition of such equipment. This
reform was secretive from the start. We knew that the junta have seen
the parades and preparations of the special forces but they did not
know the capabilities and size of this force. They may have had general
ideas about reform in the Air Force but they did not have the full story.

If you may recall, a few days prior to the start of the war, we had
coordinated a visitation of the Airforce and some of you may have
questioned (in your hearts or through Facebook) why it was necessary
to hold a showing of the Airforce but that was intentional. The Airforce
was the same, nothing new was shown. But we showed it in that manner
because we did not want the enemy to know the level of our preparations.



They were happy to see the Airforce in decrepit condition believing
nothing has changed. That emboldened them. There was talk of drones.
You can go see them. Building our drone capability took a lot of effort over
the past two years. We did not feel we should keep them secret from the
junta. Just few months ago, I publicly stated we had capabilities to fight a
modern war with special technology and that they should reconsider their
desire to wage war. But they did not believe or accept my statement because
that is not the kind of information that could penetrate their networks.

This very junta is now retreating from Mekelle and relocating to
Hagereselam (about 52km away). One thing I wanted them to
understand is that we have been observing their movements all
along in Abiy Addi and Hagereselam around 10:00pm and 11:00pm
from the situation room. We have not attacked them at night
because in their retreat they have taken along their wives and
children. They have also taken our soldiers they had kidnapped. There
was much anxiety and confusion in Abiy Addi and Hagereselam
but we refrained from attacking the fleeing junta. I am saying this
because I know they hear me now and because I know they know.

The second issue that was raised in relation to civilians which I also
found amusing was the professionalism and competence of our Air
Force and Defense Force in general. What I want for the Honorable
House to understand in this regard is that when one MiG fighter is
dispatched to enemy territory, it is given a target and a timeline to
accomplish the mission. The captain has sole responsibility. He
attacks the target and returns to base. However, drones operate
differently. Once the situation is outlined and the target is analyzed
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thoroughly, the intelligence gathered is reported to the commander
and the attack on each target is designated and signed. If needed, the
Honorable House is welcome to review the record. For each missile
fired, we have authorizing signatures, and for each target, there is
established accountability. We have hit 99 percent of our targets
without collateral damage. When in doubt, we did not fire. For
example, we did not attack at night because of fear that children could
get killed. They are our children too. Because the capabilities of the
special force and the Airforce were not within the imagination of the
enemy force, they assumed we would use drones for attack purposes. We
used drones for surveillance, to monitor their movements during the
day and at night. We took special care to ensure the safety of civilians.

In the three weeks of military action in the various areas — Humera,
Addi Goshu, Dansha, Shiraro, Adey Hagerai, Addi Huala, Addi Nebri,
Daro, Shirie, Seleklaka, Aksum, Adwa, Adigrat, Zalambesa, Mekelle
— the defense force did not kill even a single non-combatant. There is
no army anywhere in the world that could demonstrate a similar level
of capability. We have a highly disciplined force. Questions have been
raised as to why we chose to deploy the special force and the Airforce
but not the mechanized one. It is to ask questions than to get the job
done.

The sole reason we did not deploy a mechanized force was because
it needs money. You may estimate the cost of a single tank. It is im-
possible for us in our situation to procure such expensive weaponry.
However, we had to double the number of missiles stolen by the junta.
If needed, this is something that can be verified by any one of you al-



though the enemy might not be aware it. As I mentioned earlier, this
capability was built together with the special force. We have not fired a
single rocket in Tigray region because we had no reasons to do so. On
what target are we going to fire these missiles? Missiles are projectiles
with the potential to travel kilometers and land in places where they
could cause major damage. If our pilots fly into a target and identify
civilians, they will return to base with their payload. Why? Because they
have the authority to make that decision and we can substantiate that
decision with intelligence obtained through drone surveillance. Despite
the fact that we outnumbered them in our rocket capabilities, we did not
use it because our country was at stake. We are not juntas; we operate
with responsibility. But to answer the question on why we did not use
mechanized force, it was simply because we did not have the budget for it.

The other issue I would like for the Honorable House and the public
to know is that there were those waging war through Facebook. In
the last year and half, we set out to rebuild the national defense force
and engaged in wide recruitment efforts. It was not easy to find even a
thousand willing candidates in Oromia and Ambhara regions, let alone
from other smaller regions. People simply do not wish to be soldiers
or to be recruited. It is my conviction that for a young Ethiopian to
become a soldier is the way to become a mature individual. If you
look into many other countries, young men at the age of 18 and above
are required to serve their country for six months or a year. But this
is not practiced in our country. How could it be such a challenge to
recruit at least five thousand or ten thousand soldiers in a country that
is home to a hundred million people? The people of Ethiopia should
think about this situation seriously because it could be dangerous. To
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be a soldier means to be devoted to the sovereignty of his country even
if he has to go without food and water for days. To be a soldier also
means to sacrifice personal desires for a normal life with a house and a
family and to serve his country with little compensation. The readiness
of the people for such a service is limited, which is why it is crucial
to make corrections. Enemies are bound to arise in the future and it
is important for people to be willing and ready to defend the country.

The other issue is the diaspora. As we all know, diasporas love
their country. They make their voices heard by holding public
demonstrations when an issue arises in the country. However, the
Ethiopian diaspora has been heavily financing and enabling the
junta. We constantly begged the diaspora to refrain from exchanging
international currencyon the black marketfor thesake of profitingabirror
two because it was lining the junta’s pocket. The junta had alarger reserve
of foreign currency than the governmentby controlling the currencyblack
market. Just to make a profit of a birr, the diaspora would
unknowingly provide the junta foreign currency that was used to
purchasebulletstokillone’sownpeople. Remittancesmade throughillegal
means may have some profit, but that profit becomes a means to kill. The
diaspora should be aware of this. The diaspora should use legal means
of exchanging foreign currency as the illegal route undoubtedly arms
the enemy and endangers civilians. It is important to correct this going
forward. With this as a foundation, I will address the reform process.
The first focus of reform was the politics in the country. Let us leave
the military for a moment and look at the poisonous thinking and
the claim among the junta that Ethiopia would be dismembered if
the EPRDF were to disband. For a party that came into existence just



yesterday to base the existence to claim a country that has been around
for thousands of years depends on its own existence is wrong and
simply dangerous. The party’s thinking was that without the EPRDF,
Ethiopia would not exist. In relation to that, if we look back into the
reform of the party, there were people who claimed the TPLF left
because Prosperity Party came into existence. But that is not correct.
Prior to the establishment of Prosperity Party, as we were preparing
for an assembly in Hawassa, the TPLF central committee had held
its own assembly with a set agenda. It was the junta’s decision not to
participate in the assembly in Hawassa. This shows they had made
their own internal decision to resign long before we had proof of it.
Perhaps the reason they later convened and agreed to participate was
because they intended to stay within and foment dissension among
the rest of us and thwart our plans. This would also help them gain
the information they needed to understand our thought process.

Once they came to Hawassa, they set out to undermine our efforts
and became contentious and provocative. For example, as we were
considering the Algiers Agreement which would allow Eritrea to
take some land to peacefully settle border disputes, the proposal was
unanimously supported by the EPRDF central committee and
well-known community elders. One of the principal supporters of
this decision was the security chief of the party. This same individual
later managed to undermine implementation of the decision for over
two years. During the assembly in Hawassa, the junta developed a
three-pronged strategy to undermine and thwart our work. First, before
the assembly even began, they began insulting us. There were forces
specifically apointed to create chaos and quarrel in the assembly.
Second, there were elements who were there to create dissension
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and recrimination. Third, there were elements that pretended to be
mediators. All of this was done to create confusion and chaos. In all of
this, junta elements who supported our agenda at meetings would go
out in the public and contradict us. Those who heaped insults on us
never showed up in the media. It was like ‘the old wine in a new bottle’
kind of strategy. This is how they were plotting division among us all
along. But because we were aware of it, it did not affect us much. It was
unfortunate  because it created needless arguments and
disagreements. They would compromise party decisions in public in
an effort to make the process dysfunctional. When we proposed all
Ethiopians should share the national wealth equally, they would question
how an Afariand a Somali, from regions with smaller populations, would
be able to have equal say in such a decision or share the wealth equally.

The major factor that complicated Ethiopian politics from the
perspectives of the ruling EPRDF party was the birth of the
Prosperity Party. They have tried to defame Prosperity Party as a
proponent of a unitarist government seeking to dismantle
federalism in the country. But Prosperity Party is not unitarist; rather it is
committed to creating a true federalist system in Ethiopia. What
we wanted to create is a country where nations and nationalities can
equally respect each other’s language and culture and live-in
harmony. We do not want to treat one language or culture
different from the other, which is why we are striving to
establish institutions that all nations and nationalities participate in
equally. The junta forces have been criticizing us for allowing certain
persons and media groups into the country they had deemed terrorists.



b6

In addition to the ofhice, my house key was also
in their hands. They let me in and locked the
door. They came in the morning to let me out.
It is amidst this that you were saying I did not
take action or defend the country.




105

Ironically, they ended wup creating a so-called federalist
alliance with the very people and organizations they had once
labeled terrorists. They had no reservations in engaging in such
hypocrisy. In this regard, the junta handled themselves in much
the same way as the Kuomintang (nationalist party of China).

After the Kuomintang nationalist party was defeated in China, it had
about two million civil servants and government resources which it
took to the island Taiwan to establish itself. The Kuomintang had
educated people, resources and civil servants. But it also had the
advantage of a port. In similar manner, the TPLF junta left the
Ethiopia House to establish a government in Mekelle. We told
them their separatist move would be to their disadvantage and their
interests were best preserved by remaining within Ethiopia. From
the political angle, they were working to mimic the Kuomintang.
The situation was vastly different. The economy had stalled. We
had macroeconomic imbalances and unemployment was high. Our
projects, whether small or large, were stalled because of fraud. We
were unable to pay salaries and pay back loans. We had a shortage
in foreign currency, all in addition to what I have discussed earlier.

Unless we were able to expedite implementation of the reform, even
the defense force may have to be disbanded because of our inability
to pay our soldiers on time. Just like the political sector, the economy
also needed to undergo reform. Among the many economic reforms,
the demonetization of our currency was the hardest to swallow for the
junta. But because of reforms in the economy, the world came to
appreciate our vast economic potential. We are also demonstrating that
we could complete small- and large-scale projects. Although I will not
go into it in detail in the interest of time, the economic sector, including



banks and major development institutions, suffered similar problems as
in the defense and security sectors. These economic institutions were
serving to extract national wealth. Every problem that was seen in the
defense and security establishments was also seen in the economic sector,
in the telecom sector, in the electric power sector, in the sugar production
sector, and more. The economic reform was a critically important one.
The third critical reform area was the legal sector. Speaking
about the laws of the country, there were indeed laws that were
oppressive and designed to limit the political space. Such laws were
criticized by many and we began reforming them in three stages.
First, we sought out to improve oppressive laws that were limiting the
politicalspace. Forexample,ifyoulookatthe proclamationforcharitiesand
societies (Organizations of Civil Societies Proclamation No. 1113/2019),
we worked on evaluating and revising it because we felt it was
severely restricting to those wishing to operate in the country. Although
some NGOs may have had other agendas in addition to their ofhcial
mission, we will make assessments as we move forward. But it was
clear that this particular law was oppressive and needed to be amended.
The third step was amending the proclamation on the establishment
of an electoral board. Because the electoral board was limited through
the old proclamation from establishing itself into an independent and
democratic institution which can operate under its constitutional
mandate, we undertook the necessary changes which you all know.

The fourth focus of reform was the electoral law. The code of
conduct and the directive on the registration of political parties is
intended to show how political parties will conduct voter
registration and work with discipline. The code aims to alleviate
the pressure on political parties and provide them lawful means of

106




107

participation.  Another reform  was the proclamation  to
strengthen the Human Rights Commission. As you may know, it was an
institution run by government cadres. After the reform, we were
able to build the commission into a strong institution that has no
reservation or fear of government retaliation and would report directly
to the House of People’s Representatives. Although there are still many
elements that need improvement, in comparison, it is fair to say that
we have established a commission that is autonomous and independent.

The other repressive law that needed amendment was the
anti-terrorism law. Many individuals and groups have suffered under
this law so we amended it. The proclamation on the administration
of correction centers needed to be revised as well. Once a suspect has
been arrested and charged, he could be a victim of torture, such the
removal of nails, solitary confinement in dark rooms, physical torture,
keeping individuals in secret prisons. Suspects were also punished by
depriving access to television and reading materials. These practices
needed to be changed and we accomplished that with budgetary support.

The area that needed reform the most was the media law. As
many of you may have noticed, prior to the reform, some 270
websites and bloggers were blocked. Conventional medias were also
electronically jammed. When jamming was not possible, satellite
dishes in private homes would be expropriated. As we planned on
improving the legal environment of the media, it was also evident
some were abusing it. But we made the necessary reforms. Let me note
that we worked on these reforms at our Saturday cabinet meetings.



In addition to amending these repressive laws, we also had to make
changes in proclamations dealing with investment, commerce,
capital markets, and especially, on arbitration. When it comes to dispute
resolution, investors seek adjudication in other countries not
local courts. In view of that and since Ethiopia has accepted UN
arbitrationrules,webelieveditwasnecessarybuildacapacitytohandlesuch
matters and made appropriate revisions to the law. This should facilitate
international economic transactions and improve the country’s rank in
best places to do business and help us attract more foreign investments.

There were other laws that had not been looked at for over 60 years.
There were laws from the imperial period that have never been
revised such as the code of criminal procedures. Other laws, such as
the trade law, the criminal law and evidence law also needed revision.

The fifth area of reform was diplomacy. We had two problems in
relation to the diplomatic area: First, Ethiopia does not have its own
port. Second, its geopolitical situation tends to attract destructive
forces. We were concerned that if we did not align with our
neighbors, we could face severe challenges. In fact, had we not made
amends with our neighbor Eritrea, it is not difficult to imagine
how things may have turned out today. Reconciliation with Eritrea
was based on the wishes of the people and not individuals. This is
something that has been attested not only by the Eritrean
government but also the Eritrean people. When we turn to
Somalia, they openly accused us of mistreating them, divided them into
regions and because of that they told us they despised and distrusted us.
When we turn to South Sudan, they told us that the very reason they
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were at war among themselves was because of us, because we appointed
officials such as Seyoum Mesfin to IGAD and diminished their chances of
reconciliation. Simply put, under the junta, Ethiopia was a country
hated by its neighbors. The division and strife we were witnessing in
the country sponsored by the junta was also happening in neighboring
countries. In order to fix this, we began to strengthen our relations
with our neighbors. With regards to Eritrea, all decisions were made
by the EPRDF, the junta force. Prosperity Party did not make that
decision on its own. It was also the junta force that initiated the
conversation on the Algiers Agreement. I presented it to this House. But it
was also the junta that created roadblocks to prevent its implementation.

There are those who say that the reconciliation with Eritrea was just
a relationship between two leaders and some even give it other names.
But when the junta humiliated our valiant national defense force, it
is the Eritrean people who fed and armed them so they can return
to fight the junta forces. The Ethiopian people should know this and
honor it. The Eritrean people have demonstrated that they are not
only close neighbors, but also brothers and sisters in our time of need.

While we are on the subject, our people who had participated in
the military operations without food and water have suffered a great
deal within just ten days. But those that went to Eritrea returned,
fought back and were victorious in two or three days. The force that
led our soldiers into starvation and suffering is our own but our
soldiers received support from the people of Eritrea. Because our
soldiers were left naked and went to seek help with our neighbor,
the enemy claimed that it was attacked by Eritrean forces. It was not
the case. Before the Honorable House, I wish to express my highest



gratitude to the people and governments of Eritrea, Sudan, Djibouti,
Somalia, Kenya, and South Sudan for the tremendous assistance they
provided us during this law enforcement operations. As usual, Sudan
stood by our side and provided us extraordinary help. All the help
from Eritrea, Kenya, Djibouti, Sudan and all our neighbors was also
crucial for us. We shall continue to work with them in the future
with the spirit of friendship and cooperation because we need them.
The attack on our Northern Command did not occur by accident.
They first insulted us and we said nothing. They conspired to do
economic harm and trafficked illegal arms and we did not respond.
They killed innocent people and instigated conflict in different
areas of the country and we did not respond. Even when they
conducted fake elections, we did not attack them. They played all sorts
of political games but we did not respond. It was after all of these
provocative efforts failed that they resorted to military confrontation.

When we consider the Northern Command in comparison to the
others, in simple terms, all of the others Commands together do not
have the capability of the Northern Command. In terms of weapons
and resources the Northern Command had substantially more than
the others. Every depots of the Ethiopian Defense Force were in Tigray
region. All of Ethiopia’s missiles were also located in the Tigray region,
and the individuals operating the missiles were also from that region.

We made a great deal of effort to bring back the missiles from Tigray.
We would call meetings and tell them those missiles needed to be
redeployed as they are no longer need for a war with Eritrea. But the junta
would place children and women to prevent the movement of the defense
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forces. They knew that Eritrea did not present any threats nor did they
expectan Eritrean invasion. Their intention was to prevent the command
from leaving the area because they had hatched their own plans. They
knew we would not drive over children just to leave and we knew this
House would not support departure in this way. After all, how could the
Defense Force be able to leave treading over the dead bodies of children?

Once we came to terms that we will not be able to move out the
missiles, we requested that they provide us the keys to the
firing mechanism which activates the missiles. They brought the
keys and showed us and told us it will be held in safe keeping at
the Defense Ministry. But those are the very missiles that are now
being fired here and there as the junta launched its attack on
various cities. By the way, the reason for concentrating the logistics and
mechanized force in Tigray, even if the current change had not come
about, was that they designed it that way so that the country’s military
capacity remains in their hands. Ethiopia’s armor, artillery and even
our largest fuel depot was also located in Tigray. The idea was to
deprive the federal military of any capacity for mobility. We do not
have the money to purchase or to replace all of the weaponry, so we
concentrated on developing our special forces and Airforce. At the time
you raised concerns of delay in our preparation, we needed more time.

Once they were able to prevent the movement of weapons, we
feared those weapons could be used in conflict elsewhere. But never
in our wildest dreams did we anticipate that they would use them
treacherously against the defense force of their country. In the late
hours of November 3, the junta’s lackeys in Addis Ababa managed



to disrupt communications. The junta had attacked the Northern
Command. The force was fragmented into 40, 50 and
60-person units and could not communicate with each other. They
surrounded some of them with militia forces and forced others to
surrender by sending in community elders and priests to get them
to give up. They committed atrocities unknown in the chronicles of
the country’s military history. They captured many soldiers and killed
many. They left naked corpses in the sun and many of them had their
hands tied behind their backs. A corpse has no ethnicity. Only when a
person is alive can it be said it belongs to an ethnic group. Ethnicity
means language and tradition. A corpse has no language or tradition.
When a person dies, he leaves his humanity and becomes a corpse. To
think of a corpse as Oromo, Amhara or Gurage is inhumane. Not to
bury the dead let alone to kill is an inhumane act, especially against
a soldier who has sacrificed so much for his country, is unthinkable.

Hubris and arrogance are dangerous. One should always
remember that pride comes before the fall. When committing such a
treasonous act, the enemy was filled with hubris because they had large
caches of weapons under their control. They were openly bragging to
diplomats in different forums that if their demands were not met by
the federal government, they would destabilize not only Ethiopia but
also the entire East African region. Diplomats got scared and began
advising us not to touch them because the region will be in chaos.

What is interesting is the fact the enemy is ignorant of modern
military science and thought they could win by using outdated political,
economic and military ideas and strategies. To demonstrate the
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irrelevance of outdated ideas, let me talk a little bit about the
American Civil War. One of the major issues in the war was
whether to keep or abolish slavery. Abraham Lincoln came to power
promising to abolish slavery. But the people in the south who
were profiting from slave labor to produce cotton and oil seeds
opposed abolition of slavery. They insisted slavery should continue.
General Jefferson Davis, a graduate of the top military academy
of West Point, made himself chief of staff and led a campaign of
secession from the United Statesand rejected the Lincoln administration.

Abraham Lincoln patiently pleaded with them to peacefully
resolve the issue. However, one-night Southern militia forces
unexpectedly attacked the federal Fort Sumter. Abraham Lincoln was
unprepared. Lincoln called up the militia to defend against the
attack and closed oft ports to cut oft supplies to the rebel forces. What
the TPLF junta did on the Northern Command is similar to the
attack on the American federal fort. We also responded to the attack
on our command and closed off Tigray region as our first operation.

American federal forces fought the war for three years and prevented
secession which was unconstitutional. We also acted to enforce our
constitution but it took us three weeks to get the job done. We hope
our American friends will understand our situation in this regard.

The second similarity with America is the attack on Pearl
Harbor when Japan launched a surprise attack on U.S. naval
forces. At that time, the US Congress declared war on Japan and in
the end used nuclear bombs to end the war. Following the end of the



American Civil War, Jefferson Davis did not return to the South
for 20 years. After the end of WWII, the American military base
in Tokyo was in useable condition. There was great devastation.
Infrastructures were destroyed and the severe damage from the nuclear
attack is visible today in generation of children born with deformities.
It is with outmoded ideas and tactic that the corrupt junta decided
to declare war on the Northern Command. Their plan was to move
in “lightning” attack and paralyze our Command. The Northern
Command is not only a force that fought the war against Eritrea
but for the following 20 years served to prevent conflict in the area.

But in what language can one explain the massacre of civilians in Mai
Kadra? If these people were armed, one may find an explanation. These
were innocent people who were day laborers. They lived on what the made
every day. To gather such people and massacre them proves the political
defeat and moral bankruptcy of the junta. It is inhumane and dangerous.

The crimes they committed was not only on our soldiers but also
in the refugee camps. It was the same in the universities where they
targeted students. In mapping out their military plans, their first
target was the Northern Command. After neutralizing the
Command, they wanted to advance swiftly to Gondar and Weldyia.
Simultaneously, their agents would set off explosives in Addis Ababa,
Hawassa and Adama. That would create chaos and they would have
the opportunity to seize power. Once the government is overthrown,
they would issue a state of emergency ordering all armed groups to
come under a single command. Since the national defense force
would be completely removed from Oromia region, Oromia special
forces would be given full authority and mission to defend the
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region. Without our Defense Force, chaos would break out in the rest
of the country. But their plans failed. Afar and Ambhara special forces
and militia defended the border areas and stopped the movement of
the enemy. The special forces of Benishangul working together with
federal forces and federal police have undertaken searches to apprehend
terrorists sponsored by the junta. We extend our gratitude to them.

With regards to the National Defense Force, I wish the
Honorable House to know that in many countries, those
wearing uniform and serving are often given priority when they are
waiting for a taxi, or at the airport because their uniform is highly
respected as it represents the sacrifice a soldier pays in time of crisis.
As you may know, we do not pay our soldiers a significant salary. At
a minimum, we have to be citizens who can appreciate and honor our
men and women who serve the country and pay the ultimate price.

Ethiopia’s enemies will continue to grow like mushrooms. If we
want this country to advance to the future, we have to honor our
defense forces. Citizens should be encouraged to serve. It is by doing
this that we can overcome the challenges ahead of us. Regarding our
military operations, instead of having a general discussion, I would
like to explain some details to the Honorable House and the public.

Our first task was to prevent the enemy from entering Gondar and
Gojjam. To that end, we assigned a force that would counterattack and
retreat to Eritrea if needed. But we did not have communication by
phone or otherwise. We tried to communicate with a few people who
had cell phones and directed them to go to Eritrea. Then from the
Eritreanside, we would send someone on foot to convey messages to them
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If we look at the conflict trend in what happened
with defense and security services over the past
two and a half years, there were 113 major
conflicts, excluding the current one, that
consumed the government’s attention which
resulted in property destruction, loss of lives.
This means there was weekly conflict plans.
And the government was left to go here and
there to mourn and bury. Before concluding
one bereavement, you go to the next. In a very
coordinated way, to undermine and thwart the
reform efforts, it harnessed all its power to create
chaos everywhere.
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for them to return. We did not have the exact numbers of tour troops
that managed to leave Eritrea because of communication breakdown.

Regarding the Northern Command, I want the Honorable House
to know General Deriba was in charge. About 15 days before the
attack, he had lunch with the junta leaders and subsequently fell ill. He
became unconscious and was admitted to the Armed Forces
Hospital. People came to us claiming that he may have been
poisoned but we discounted the idea as rumor and decided to wait for
the medical results to verify the truth. To this day, General Deriba has
not recovered. It was only when he fell ill that we opted to appoint a
temporary replacement. But they rejected the general we sent. In the
run up to the attack, they abducted the deputy commander General
Adamneh and cutoft communication between units as you all know.

The first task was to prevent their movement on November 4 as we
had no idea what they were planning. As they moved their forces to
attack the Ambhara region, we closed the border and were ready to
defend. I took three generals to the front to review the situation with the
force and plan a counteroffensive. When we arrived, the situation was
critical. General Abebaw Tadesse who had organized and led the
Northern Command for years, was saddened by desperation of the force.
He decided not to return with us but lead the troops into battle on foot.

It had not been three months since General Getachew Gudina came
back from Tigray. But that was his command and his soldiers that
were attacked. He also resolved to return to the battlefield with the
troops on foot. General Bacha Debele was the third general that
joined me on this mission. His army had an encouraging spirit,



especially some of the soldiers of whom I will speak about more later,
had captured enemy troops and disarmed them. The captured enemy
forces who were in dire conditions said they were pressed into service
and had no idea why they were fighting. and left with their weapons.
There were also some who had escaped naked and weathered. They
expressed their desire to immediately bring the criminal junta to justice.

Wereviewedandidentifiedshortagesandneedsofthetroopsandreorganized
then for redeployment. The enemy had no idea of our plan to counterat-
tack and remained confident they had destroyed the Northern Command.

Regarding the missiles I mentioned earlier, one hundred percent of
them were located in Tigray region along with the personnel capable of
operating them. As we were contemplating the potential danger the
missiles posed and how to make them inoperable by the enemy force, we
received twopiecesofintelligence. Thefirstpieceindicated therocketbattery
located in Mekelle has a range of up to 300 kilometers. They also had the
fire control mechanism used to operationalize the missiles. However,
the rocket itself was in the city and the fire control was in the outskirts.

A rocket that is of lesser capability was located in a Metec (Metals and
Engineering Corporation) Camp in Adwa. This is something that we
had discussed and argued about with the military leadership particularly
the dangers posed by the missiles to civilians.

Should we strike the batteries or not?

I would like the Honorable House to note that if we had tried to take
out the missiles in Mekelle, considerable damage could have been done
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Mekelle City. But we were not sure of the consequences. Some said
it may not be severe, others insisted it could be devastating. There
was indeed a risk. If we were to neutralize the fire control system,
we could put it out of action because the fire control was out of the
city. We decided not to strike. Because the missile battery at the
Metec camp in Adwa, there was concern it could have completely
destroyed Adwa. We decided not to take the risk of incurring
collateral damage on civilians. Our next task was to figure out a
way for enemy forces who may have been involved in the resistance
unknowingly to be able to surrender peacefully. We wanted to
ensure that there is no urban warfare to prevent harm to citizens. We
were indeed successful in this regard. We were able to complete this
operationinashorttimebysignificantlydegradingtheenemy’s capabilities.

By the way, it took the junta 15 years to get to Mekelle from
Shiraro, without including Humera. It took us only 15 days to do
that. And we both did it on foot. Our heroic defense forces marched
from the top of Gondar to Humera and then to Shire on foot, in case
some of you may wonder why we got there late. The road is hard and
extremely tedious even driving let alone on foot. But our troops did it.

Satenaw  (“Swift”)  General = Belay and  Lebe  Qoratu
(“The Bravehearted”) General Mesele led the initial defensive action along
Gonderand Humerawith their colleagues. Satenaw General Belayand Lebe
Qoratu (“The Bravehearted”) General Mesele are Ethiopia’s true
children. They did not have others to consult with nor did they have special
forces. They marched to Humera on foot. Tintagu (“Glowing Amber”)
Abebaw equipped and organized the troops that had come to Tecombiya
in the western front, organized troops, marched on and took control of



Shiraro. There are many bunkers there and you may not be aware of
them. He was given the mission to capture Gemehalo, Badme, Biyara and
Shiraro. After General Belay and General Mesele captured Humera, they
were ordered to join up with General Abebaw’s forces in Shiraro. It was
this force combined together that was able to capture Shire and Axum.

General Bacha organized the battle in Rama and vicinity. General
Bacha’s mission was to cut off the enemy positions on the road to
Enticho and Adwa. Before he captured Zalambessa, the Nebelbal
General Bacha (“The Flame”) was to organize the force in the
Tsorena area and wait for the order to attack. There were forces that were
expected to join him. On the Zalambessa side, Gisilaw General
Getachew (“The Leopard”) was given the mission of organizing the
troops and heroically captured Zalanbessa and Adigrat. Because we
had secured advance assets and targeted enemy positions, the Adigrat
offensive was speeded up when Genaral Abebawand Belayarrived in Shire.

On the western side, Wetaderawi Liqu General Alemshete
(“The Extraordinay”) was coordinating the heavy weapons. With him was
Negodguadu General Solomon (“The Thunderbolt”) and the
Aybegere General Zewdu (“Invictus”). This was a dynamic situation as the
enemy moved from location to location suffering defeat and retreating.
The tactical decision was to identify the commanding heights of each
hill and escape routes. Tintagu General Abebaw (“Glowing Amber”)
knew the area by name having fought in the war between Ethiopia and
Eritrea in the late 1990s. Similarly, Gisilaw General Getachew (“The
Leopard”) knew the area in detail around Zalambessa back during the
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war and today. We knew the area just as well as the enemy, the key
positions, difficult terrain and hilly areas and took advantage of them.

In all this, Dil Kursu General Berhanu Jula (“The Victorious”) and
other generals achieved extraordinary success in 24 hours. Among
these were Hager Wedadu General Yohannes (“The Patriot”),
the Bebageru Yemayderaderew general who will not negotiate his
country’s honor Tesfaye (“The Pursuer”) and Anefnafiw
General Asrat who reads maps like a book and battle
commandersGeneral Tesfayeand General Abdurahmanwhowereintenton
finishing oft the enemy, General Hachalu who coordinated logistics
and General Hasan who sustained the manpower. Here there are two
forces I would like to mention. The first is Ared Angetqetu General
Yilma (“Shock and Awe”) commander of the Air Force. Together with
our heroic fighters, they contributed immensely to our quick victory.

Nisru General Shumana (“The Eagle”) and General Berhanu Bekele
have contributed to the building of our special forces. By the way, I
will not talk about the bravery and heroism of our special forces. It is a
subject I shall leave to our literary people and filmmakers. With them,
you will find heroism like no other in the world. I would have been glad
to speak of their heroism had we fought a foreign enemy. But this was
a fight between and among us. The tank that was destroyed was ours.
The people that died are also ours. So, I will not be talking about that.

The fact our special forces captured Mekelle without incurring a
single civilian death cannot be expressed in words. They took an



enemy brigade fortification by losing only one soldier. It is difficult
to speak about their heroism except in film. The force that went to
attack the enemy on the western front avoided direct confrontation and
mounted a surprise attack on the general in rear of the enemy. We have
heroes who had finished their ammunition yet fought in hand-to-hand
combat, disarmed the and kept on fighting. Such is the way we
managed to achieve victory in 15 days which took the enemy 15
years decades ago. There are ofhcers like General Girma Kibebew,
commander of the Seventh Division who resolved to fight
to the last man and refused to disarm. He took his forces to
Eritrea to regroup. He destroyed what he could not carry along.

We had not expected all of the tanks and artillery in the possession
of the enemy. It was a fully armed enemy we faced. General Mulu,
commander of the Fifth Division, as you know kept the enemy at bay
in the Humera area without giving up any of his arms. From Badme,
General Nasser Abadiga, commander of the Eight Division marched
south fighting the enemy. Later on, he was the one who captured
Shiraro. Ifwe did not have such exemplary heroicleaders who were willing
to sacrifice their lives for their country, the outcome would have been very
different. Ethiopia would have been like those countries that we know
about.

In this regard, I would like the Honorable House to note the
role played by the people of Tigray and their patriotism. On the
day of the attack, there were individuals who were attacked as
Tigrayan traitors for urging not to engage federal forces. Those
who said from the beginning, do not touch the federal forces.
There are those who tried to save our lives and those who offered
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to join our troops coming down from Eritrea. There are those
Tigrayans who said I will not stand idle when Mother Ethiopia is being
attacked. It is important to see the good side as well as the bad side.
In Humera area, there was a person who challenged the junta
forces for attacking our Defense Force and himself got attacked.
The difference was being a greedy junta or Ethiopian. It was not
about being Ethiopian and Tigrayan. When we reached Shire, the
people brought to us 200 pieces of Brel machine guns. They said this
is yours. The gave it to us and said we are not going to fight you.
When we reached Axum, the people brought us some 40
soldiers they had hid from the junta and said take them. The
people said we have released prisoners the junta had held. There was a
gathering in Mekelle. The people welcomed us and wished we had
arrived earlier. Now that we had arrived, they asked us to speed
up their return to their normal lives. They also asked for quick
re-establishment of law and order so street hoodlums will not take
advantage of the situation. They received us with open arms. Our pa-
triotic soldiers did their duty without causing harm to civilians. We did
not fight this force only on land. First, as I mentioned earlier, when our
middle level commanders left, it became a force without leaders. They
had seized our main arms and secured better offensive positions in the
battle space. They have lots of cash on hand as they began this venture.
They have lobbied a lot. They have many lobbyists. They opened up on
us on all fronts and our friends began urging us to enter into discussions.

As the Honorable House knows, we always want to engage in
discussions. We hate war very much and for that reason we have
begged to engage them in discussions. We have begged them until they
started the massacres on our Northern Command. The only



negotiation will be to let them capture Gonder, Wello and to tell them
do what they want in Addis Ababa. As things began to be serious,
the junta started talking about political solutions and such. If they
had wanted a political solution, they would not have attacked the
Northern Command that had protected and served them for 20 years.
By the way, no country would engage in discussion if their forces had
been attacked in similar fashion. But they insisted because we are a
poor country. My message to our friends is this: We know diplomacy.
Ethiopia is a country that helped establish the United Nations and
the African Union. You don’t need to teach Ethiopia diplomacy and
multilateralism. We are known for peace and negotiations. We have
served as peacekeepers in Korea and in many parts of Africa. This
will continue. What I want to tell our friends is, “If you want to be
friends with us, you need to know who we are. Even though we are
poor, we have long experience in statecraft. We had a government
long before you even existed as a country, before you stood up as a
country.” We are not a people who confuse government and country.
We want you to know this. Not today but even 100 years ago, a country
with superior firepower tried to rule us. We told them we prefer death
than to be ruled by them That is how Ethiopia remained a singularly
independent nation. If you have forgotten this, you need to remember
it now.

The existence of Ethiopia is our pride and honor. Do not expect an
Ethiopian that will trade on Ethiopia’s existence. Doing so would
be a mistake. Recognizing the fact, we love peace and will work for
peace, you should understand our situation and work with us in the
spirit of cooperation. We may be the poorest of the poor but there
is no Ethiopian who will trade away his country’s honor. But don’t
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blame us for this. It is our forefathers who passed this gene [of
defiance] in our blood. We cannot do it any other way. Trying to
scare us by threatening to withhold pennies aid will not work in
Ethiopia. The only option is to work cooperatively with Ethiopia.
As long as there is an Ethiopian left, no one can do anything [to
harm us] today or in the future. After we are all gone, you can do
whatever you want. It is necessary for our friends understand us when
we try to ensure observance of the rule of law in our country. It is
necessary. This is my message for all of our well-intentioned friends.
In this, there is one hidden agenda. I do not want to mention it by
name. There are those who talk about “Demeke’s Forces” and “Abiy’s
Forces. They say Demeke and Abiy talked and Demeke brought his
forces closer to Abiy’s forces. Demeke and Abiy did not agree. Our
neighborhood is the type where someone could say Demeke and Abiy
should have negotiations in Kigali or Johannesburg. It is not possible
to repeat that in Ethiopia. Ethiopia has only one government. Ethiopia
has a government that functions on the principle of the rule of law. It
has a government accountable to the law. A government that respects
its citizens. As much as possible, it will build a democracy that looks
like Ethiopia. It will not flail attempting to look like so and so. This
will not work in Ethiopia. I do not think there is a single government
that is not aware of what this junta force has done in Ethiopia. Even if
we ignore the rest, there is no government which is not aware of the
massacres in Mai Kadra. After Mai Kadra, the attack on our Northern
Command, after our soldiers were taken hostage, after our soldiers’
corpses were left naked in the sun, with whom are we going to negotiate?

Indeed, what I would like the Honorable House to understand is that
the Ethiopian government has been in negotiations all along even as



the fighting continued. Their claim that we do not negotiate is a lie.
We were engaged in negotiations. In the past two or three weeks as
the battle continued, we were in negotiations. World governments
should know this. We negotiated with Dr. Mulu Nega Kahsay, the
head of the legitimate provisional government of Tigray. We were
negotiating with his committees. We have had discussions on the issue of
stabilizing Tigray. Dr. Mulu told us we should first enforce law and
order. Second, there should be no battles inside cities. Third, in all
captured areas, reconstruction efforts should begin. We were
negotiating these issues. So, with this legitimate body, we have been in
ongoing discussions. This will continue in the future. I will offer this
advice to our neighbors. To the Sudanese, I say do not try it. It is not
helpful. To the Somalis, do not engage in war. It is not helpful. We
do not want war. We want peace. In saying this we are expressing our
desires. It is obvious things will change when we are slapped in the face.
So, we askyou to understand us. We do not want war. Butifanyone should
attack our honor, we will not turn back. It is necessary to know this.

There are ideas that have been proposed to bring the junta
criminals to justice. It is necessary to understand action needs
to be taken against a substantial number of persons who have
committed treason, terrorism, organized criminal activity in the
context of the military operation. The first task is to free the hostages
that have been taken by the junta. Next is to bury our dead. Then to
return the tanks stolen from us. Then to take care of the thousands of
wounded. We haveburied ourdead. We haverecapturedstolengovernment
property. When our Defense Force said they have captured Mekelle
and requested authority to conduct house to house searched, we
prohibited them from doing so. That is because the expertise of the
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Defense Force is to fight in battles. They have no experience in search
and seizure in cities. We told them to hold their positions and wait
until properly trained police investigators arrived. Our Defense Force
has not searched a single home. Not only have they not entered any
homes, the sweep of areas for criminals was conducted by the police.

As we approached Mekelle, whether you believe it or not, in the
areas of Kuya, Negasi, Wuqro, people were tending to their farms as if
nothing has happened. The people knew it was their own Defense Force
that was moving about and nothing would happen to them. They have
heard propaganda about what the Defense Force would do to them but
they knew better. The second issue was the matter of 72-hour warning.
There are some people who ask why we gave the warning. Why did it
take so long? There were many objectives in it. I will not discuss them
all. The first was as we rapidly approached Mekelle, we were concerned
that the soldiers that had arrived fired up could engage in excessive use
of force thinking that the junta is hiding in the city. We wanted to have
a cooling off period. If the defense forces acted out of emotion, things
could happen that we will regret later. We had to devise a special plan that
could prevent unwarranted action and unnecessary harm by our forces.

Second, as we have witnessed in areas where the junta had fled, we
were concerned they would follow similar attempts to destruction in
Mekelle. Third, there were many people who are not combatants and
do not want to fight that have not been given a chance to surrender.
Because of this, we decided not to enter immediately. There were other
reasons as well. We were certain we will enter and capture Mekelle but
wanted to do it in a responsible and calm manner. We promised to
finish the job in a short time. We finished it in a short time. If we had



done it faster than this, harm could have been caused. If we had done
it slower, harm could also have occurred. We did it in the right time.

Indeed, the defense leadership had presented a plan to wrap things
up in two weeks. We decided to add a certain number of days because
we did not want collateral damage to occur. Our next task is to hunt
down and pull out the criminals from their hideouts. The criminals
have gathered and left for a certain place. There are some among them
who say they will continue the battle. With whom are they going to
do battle? They should battle with their inner selves. Battle with their
evil ideas. Why should young people battle for their wicked ideas,
repressive ideas? They can organize and defeat Prosperity Party in an
election. Tigrayan youth can win not with the bullet but by the ballot.
Thatis why we said victory should come from the ballot not the ballot box.

By the way, these junta leaders bragged they had been fighting for
forty some years. But they left the bodies of many Tigrayan youth in
their wake and now they are holed out in Hagereselam. What they
mean by “let’s fight” is to tell Tigrayan youth, “Protect me. I don’t want
to die. You die for me.” But what fool is there who will sacrifice his life
for their survival. If they were really concerned about the people, they
would have fought right there in Mekelle and died in battle. They
tell the youth to fight while they flee to safety. This is a dangerous
thing. They should take a lesson and surrender. It will be resolved
under law. If it is not done by the law, then what is left is to fight it
out and that will cause needless deaths. We are pursuing them. They
will not get far. But their mouths will not die. When they left the
palace, they said they had no business there. They said they will rule
from Addis Ababa. When they said let Addis Ababa go to hell and
left for Mekelle, they said they will rule from Mekelle. After they fled
to Mekelle, they say they are now in Hagereselam. It cannot be done
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this way. It is important to be mindful not to cause needless deaths.
Our next task is to rebuild Tigray. The people of Tigray have extreme
needs. What the Honorable House should know is that the people
of Tigray live on rations. Even that ration is reduced. What we have
to do now is alleviate the suffering of our people and find out ways
to facilitate that. We have to support our people to overcome the
problems they face. We have to repatriate those who have become refugees.

Concerning refugees, it is reported there are some 30 thousand. This
Honorable House should note that we have had millions of our citizens
internally displaced. As the Honorable House knows, we have been
able to return millions of internally displaced people to their homes.
Resettling 30 thousand is a piece of cake for us. We have the experience.
We have the Somali experience. We have the Gedo experience. We can
resettle them in a week. Our doors are open to the U.N and Sudan to
help with refugee resettlement. We will cooperatively resettle them.

As long as they have not committed crimes, there is no issue. But there
is one problem. In the refugee population, there is an extraordinary
number of young people which the UN said was very unusual. If any of
theseyouth are involved in the MaiKadra massacres and we have evidence,
they will be prosecuted. If they are innocent citizens, we have a processing
committee, and we are ready to accept them. If the world wants to help
us in this, our doors are open. We do not want our citizens to live in exile.

We do not want political discussions except with legitimate
parties in Tigray including Arena Tigray Democratic Party, Tigray
Prosperity Party and others like them. We do not want anyone to
administer Tigray except through their legitimate parties. We will not
do it. The people of Tigray are honorable people. They can manage their



own affairs. They are now free from the repressive junta regime. They
can elect and administer their affairs with their own representatives.

We shall continue the operation against the junta. It will no longer
function as a government. That game is over. Culpable individuals
will be pursued. For the junta, here is word to the wise. All of this
started to protect a couple of criminals. For those soldiers who
deserted, we have a military code to administer justice. They will be
given a fair trial. The other key political operators we are looking for
will not exceed thirty of forty. It is not necessary to sacrifice large
numbers of youth to protect thirty or forty people. These people will
not be killed but they will be held accountable under the law. We have
to do much work to prevent harm just to protect thirty or forty people.

Our future task is to rebuild, stabilize and bring peace to Tigray.
After that, our task is to bring democracy. What I would like the
Honorable House to know is that democracy is a surefire cure for
Ethiopia. Our election has to be free and fair and democratic. We have
to do our election based on the work plan provided by the Election
Commission. We have to be ready and submit to this process. This
House must be a forum where different voices are heard. In terms
of our foreign relations, we shall be considerate to our neighbors.
We must strengthen and continue that. All Ethiopians must come
together and help rebuild Tigray. After we assess the damage, the
government will do its share but our people must unite in this effort.

Lastly, our message is that our doors are open to all who want to
work with us in cooperation and negotiation. But if there are
countries that would like to play games of wicked intrigue to defeat
Ethiopia, we advise them to learn from history. It cannot be done.
It is only through peace, consultations and diplomacy that they
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can work with us. This is the message I have for the outside world.
Domestically, regarding the junta, I do not have any personal
hatred of any kind towards them. I urge you not to harbor any
hatred towards them. We hate their ideas. Driven by hatred, we
should be careful not to get rid of one junta and end up being another.

If we continue to talk about this person being Amhara, Oromo, Tigrayan,
etc., and hate them because of their ethnicity, that means we have
become the very juntas we have condemned. Therefore, we must respect
and love all Tigrayans that are not part of the junta as Ethiopians. If
we do not do this, the place may have changed but there will be no real
change. So that does not happen all Ethiopians must be especially careful.

Of late, a few of our citizens from Tigray have been directed to stay
home and not return to work out of concern for their safety. It is
necessary to make appropriate police, security and defense protections
for them. In this regard, there are two things we must note. The first is
major massacres have been committed by the junta in Tigray. We have
to take special care to make sure the defense forces will not act out of
anger. We have to protect the people against such possibility. Second,
there is no question that there are some who were working secretly
with the junta here and providing support. There are those who have
kept explosives and weapons. We are not going to wait until they set
off the explosives. We shall investigate and take appropriate action.

The other thing is that in war there are issues related to
defeat as well as victory. We have won the war heroically. But if we
become arrogant in victory, it will be a mistake. I believe the
winner here is truth. The winner is the prayer of Ethiopian mothers and
fathers. We have to be humble in victory. We should not waste
time talking about victory but begin to undertake the real work.



Countries in poverty repeat the same mistakes at least every ten years.
We have to move away from fighting and towards prosperity. If we
fail to do that, we will be fighting with junta x or y in the future.

To avoid this, we must swiftly abandon our history of fighting and
journeyon the road to prosperity. We have to dedicate our energies towards
development. For this purpose, the people of Ethiopia must show the
same determinationand cooperation theyshowedin the currentsituation.
A country that is mired in poverty will never achieve freedom.
It will have many commanders and bosses. We can change it.
We have the capacity and clarity to do it. Development does
not come overnight but we can expand on the work we have
started in industry and agriculture. It is through the labor and sweat of
citizens that development can come. Therefore, so that we can
proceed to development, to avoid ethnic division and not squander our
current victory, we should emerge out of this mindset and proceed to
peace and lawful election. I solemnly urge all Ethiopians to do this.

ETHIOPIA, ITS HONOR PROTECTED, AND ITS
SOVEREIGNTY PRESERVED THROUGH THE
DEVOTION, BLOOD AND SACRIFICE OF ITS

CHILDREN, WILL CONTINUE TO SURVIVE!

THANK YOU
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In war, there are shortcomings related to
defeat as well as victory. We have won the war
heroically but if we become arrogant about our

victory, it will be a mistake. We have to stop
chanting victory songs. I believe the winner here
is truth. The winner is the prayer and tears of the
mothers and fathers of the country. We have to be
humble about our victory. We should not waste
time talking about victory but turn our
focus to the real work. Countries in poverty
repeat the same mistake at least every ten years.
Unless we stop the fight and find our ways out of
poverty, without a doubt, we will fall into the trap
of fighting with other junta forces. In order to
get out of the war mentality, we need to advance
towards prosperity and towards development.
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Ohr next task is to rebuitd Tigray. The people of
Tigray hawve extrerme needs, [iving off of rations. What
| wish for the Honourable Howse to know i that the
people of Tigray live on rations and that ration is
being reduced from time to time. Thenefone, we need
to act immediately to alleviate the suffenng of ouwr
pecple and 1o find ways to facilitate the rebuilding
and rehabdstation in the region

H.E. ABIY AHMED (FhD}
FORE, Prime Minister
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