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Haasaawwan Afaan Oromoo

Haasawaa Wayita
Pirojektii Daandii
Jalgabsiisan
Dambidoollootti
Dhiyeessan

Guraandhala 7, 2013

Abbootii Gadaa, abbootii amantaa,
jaarsolii biyyaa,

jaallatamtoota uummata Dambidoolloo fi
naannawaashii,

kabajamoo obbo Dammagaa Makonnin,
kabajamoo obbo Binnaalfi Anduu’aalam,

Biyya jaallatamaa, biyya bareedaa, biyya hawwataa fi biyya

itti dhufamee hin quufamne kanatti yeroo lammaffaaf wal-
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arguu danda’uun keenya, ija nagaan wal-arguu danda’uu
keenyaaf gammachuu natti dhaga’ame isiniif ibsuun
barbaada.

Qeellam Dambidoolloon, Wallaggaan biyya jaalalaati, biyya
misoomaati, biyya haammataa fi biyya nama hawwatudha
jennee gaafa dubbannu jecha dhageenyee miti. Keessatti
guddannee, miillaan keessa fiignee, bitaa-mirga ilaallee
eenyummaa keenya caalaatti keessatti barannee waan

ta’eef, isin beekna har’as isin jaallanna. Baga nuuf jiraattan!

Wallaggaan seenaa guddaa gaba. Waan dubbatamee hin
dhumnes baay’ee of keessaa qaba. Haa ta’'u malee
wantoota xixiggaadhaan waan qgabamee jiruuf, seenaan
isaa gurguddaan dhokachaa tureera. Har’a yeroo daandiin
kun jalgabamu, namoota muraasa kaasuudhaan Wallaggi
biyya kana ijaaruuf, uummata kana bilisoomsuuf aarsaa
hangamii akka kaffale, gabsoo akkamii gochaa akka ture
yaadachuun warra as-jirruufis warra as hin jirreefis waan
baay’ee barbaachisaa ta’eef, namoota muraasa kaasuun

barbaada.

Itiyoophiyaan  Abdiisaa Aagaa kaasuu baannaan
bilisummaan Itiyoophiyaaf hin galle jechuudha. Abdiisaa

Aagaa jechuun biyya keessa qofa utuu hin taane biyyaa
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ba’ee biyya alaattis birmadummaa biyyaatiif faashistii
balleessuuf hanga aarsaa ta’utti nama gabsaa’ee Wallagga,
Oromiyaa fi Itiyoophiyaa gootummaadhaan kan beeksise
waan ta’eef, Wallaggi har’as borus Abdiisaa Aagaa maqaa
kaasuu fi yaadachiisuudhaan hangam birmadummaaf akka
gabsaa’an uummata Itiyoophiyaa fi uummata addunyaaf

ibsuun yeroo itti barbaachisu natti fakkaata.

Isaan alattis, wal-gixxummaa fi bilisummaa namootaaf
namoonni addatti qgabsaa’an naannoo kanaa ba’an.
Namoonni baay’een Maartiin Luutarkiingi wal-gixxummaaf
gabsaa’e, amantaan amantaa gofaaf utuu hin taane mirga
namoomaaf ta’uu gaba jechuun addunyaa guutuutu
dubbataaf. Garuu Maartiin Luutarkiingi Oromiyaa irraa
ba’e, Wallaggaarraa ba’e. Luba Guddinaa Tumsaa hojii fi
gocha isaatiin Maartiin Luutarkiingiin gaditti Kan ilaalamu
miti. Qabsaa’eera, barreesseera, dubbateera, uummata
koo hin ganu jedhee aarsaa ta’eera. Inni sunis kanuma
godhe. Keenya dubbachuu waan dadhabneef dhokatee
hafe malee. Maartiin Luutakiingi kan Itiyoophiyaa, Luba
Guddinaa Tumsaa, asuma keessaa kan ba’e ta’uu isaa
yaadachuuf dargaggoon har’aas akka isaa ta’uuf of
gopheessuu, of agarsiisuu, akkasumas hojiidhaan of

mul’isuu akka gabdan dhaamsa koon dabarsuu barbaada.
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Luba Guddinaa Tumsaan jedhe malee kan akka Luba
Gidaadaa Solan, Luba Lataa, namoota baay’ee naannoo
kanarraa kaasuun ni danda’ama. Amantaa isaanii
babal’ifachaa, ergaa waaqayyoo bal’ifachaa namoonni
hundi wal-gixxummaadhaan jiraachuu akka danda’an biyya
kana barsiisanii, biyya kana keessaa ba’anii fagoo deemanii
barsiisanii, eenyummaa uummata kanaa agarsiisanii kan

aarsaa ta’an baay’eedha.

Kanaan alatti, gama siyaasaatiin biyya kana karaa
demookraatawaa ta’een ijaaruuf Itiyoophiyaan hunda
gixxeetti kan hammattu hundaaf akka taatuuf namoonni
bifa addaatiin gabsaa’an naannoo kanarraa ba’aniiru.
Baaroo Tumsaa, Hayilee Fidaa, Leencoo Lataa, Galaasaa

Dilboo namoota baay’ee kaasuu dandeenya.

Abbootiin keenya nu dura ba’anii eenyummaa keenya akka
barruuf gabsoo karaa nagaatiin uummanni keenya wal-
gixxummaadhaan jiraachuu akka danda’u namoonni
gabsaa’anii aarsaa ta’an, namoonni har’as gqabsaa’aa jiran
biyya kana naannoo kanarraa kan ba’an ta’uu isaanii
Itiyoophiyaan sirnaan yaadachuun ishee irraa eegama
jedheen vyaada. Kanaan alatti, yeroo ammaa akka
mootummaatti kan goramaa jiru sirna ijaaruuni. Sirna

(Institution) ijaaruu dadhabuun biyyi kun goramaa jirti.
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Biyya kana keessatti namoonni sirna ijaaruudhaan
beekaman baay’een haa jiraatan malee kan akka Yilmaa

Dheeressaa maqgaan isaa ol ka’ee dubbatamu hin jiru.

Yilmaa Dheeressaa sirna uumee kunoo hanga har’aa bakka
inni hojjetee, barsiisee fi ijjaaree mootummaan kun kan
gargaaramu gofaa utuu hin taane akka fakkeenyaatti har’as
kan ka'u ta’eera. Wallaggi seenaa qaba. Wallaggi
gabsaa’eera. Wallaggi namoota baay’ee of keessaa baasee
jira. Garuu kana gofaa miti. Teessoon Wallaggaa Oromiyaa

keessatti adda.

Wallaggi Naannoo Beeniishaanguul, Naannoo
Gaambeellaa, Naannoo Amaaraatiin wal daangeessa.
Wallaggi Suudaaniin wal daangeessa. Wallaggi lluu Abbaa
Booraa, Baddallee, Jimmaa fi Shawaadhaan wal

daangeessa.

Haa ta’u malee, bu’uura misoomaa waan hin gabneef,
waan asitti omishu gabaatti baasee kan hin gabne immoo
achii bitee fidachuuf rakkachaa tureera. Bara Wallagga
keessa turretti, asii Gidaamii, asii Beegii deemuun
konkolaataadhaan kan yaadamu hin turre. Gaambeellaa
irraa Dambiidoolloo dhufuun kan yaadamu hin turre.

Amma hawwiin keenya, fedhiin keenya, hojiin hojjechaa
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jirru, Wallagga Suudaanitti daandii aspaaltiitiin baasuudha.
Wallagga Gaambeellaatti baasuudha, Wallaggi gara
Beeniishaanguul Aspaaltiidhaan deemuu akka danda’u
gochuu dha. Gara Goojjaam, gara Finfinneettis akkasuma.
Kun ta’aa jira. Akkuma Jaallee Shimallis sila kaasetti,
Maallaga baay’ee ramaduudhaan Lixa Itiyoophiyaa walitti
fiduuf hojiin guddaan hojjetamaa jira. Kun kan ta’aa jiru,
Oromoo waan taaneef Oromoo addatti fayyaduu waan
barbaadnuuf miti. Wallaggi, Qeellam kanaa olitti argachuu
utuu gabuu, kanaa olitti utuu ta’uufii gabuu dagatamee
waan tureef hojjechaafii jirra.

Namoonni Wallaggatti ykn Lixatti xiyyeeffannaa addaan
misoomni ta’aa jira jedhanii yaadan vyoo jiraatan
dogongoranii jiru. Lixatti, Wallaggatti reefu jalqabaa jirra.
Kana caalaa hojii baay’'eetu nu irraa eegama. Maaliif?
Wallagga quunnamuu baannaan biyyoota ollaa, naannolee
isaati, Maangoon asitti hafuu isaati, Albuudni asitti hafuu
isaati. Oomishi kun asitti hafuusaatiin kan miidhamu
uummata Wallaggaa gqofaa miti. Uummata Itiyoophiyaa

guutuutu kanaan miidhama.

Kanaaf, naannoon kun waan argachuu gabu, waan isaaf

tolu dhabee waan tureef xiyyeeffannaa addaatiin
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misoomsuuf gaafa kaanu gargaarsa addaa gochaafii kan
jirru utuu hin taane waan isaa malu, waan isaa tolu, kan
kanaan dura ta’uu gabu, isa dagatame yaadannee deebisaa
akka jirru firris ormis hubachuu qaba.

Uummata Dambiidoollootiif ergaan dhaamuu barbaadu;
isin keessatti guddannee eenyummaa keessan waan
beeknuuf tasgabbii, si’annaa waaqa sodaachuu miila
lamaan lafarra ejjechuun adeemuu, sammuudhaan
xiinxaluu, laphee ofii bal’'ifachuu, isa kaan hammachuu isin
gorsuu hin danda’u. Haa ta’u malee, ergaan dargaggootaaf
dhaamuu barbaadu nu keessatti gabsoon yaadaa jiraachuu
mala. Oromoon bal’aadha. Yaadawwan baay’ee of keessaa
burqgisiisuu  danda’a. Oromoon Oromoorratti gaafa
gabsaa’u, misoomni akka hin hojjetamnee fi kan dhaabu
taanaan ni miidhamna. Misoomni haa hojjetamu; nageenyi
biyya keenyaa haa eegamu; uummanni keenya nagaan
ba’ee haagalu; isa kaan immoo karaa nagaa ta’een yaada
keenya ibsachuu; uummanni keenya yaada keenya akka

hubatu gochuun ni danda’ama.

Daandii hojjechuudhaan, Yuuniivarsiitii dhaabuudhaan
magaa haarawaa uummata keenyaaf akka ba’u gochuudha.
Ummanni keenya bineensa miti, ummanni keenya nama

hin nyaatu, uummanni keenya nama hin dhiibu, nama
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hammatee jiraata. Waan hin qgabne waan haarawaa,
magaan haaraan uummata keenyaaf akka ba’u gochuun
ammaaf injifannoo haa fakkaatu malee oolee—bulee nu
rakkisa waan ta’eef, adaraa tasgabbiidhaan laphee
bal'ifannee, hojii gabatamaan hojii hojjennuun jaalala
uummata keenyaaf gabnu agarsiisaa waliin dhaabbachuu
akka dandeenyu, garaa garummaan ilaalchaa karaa nagaa
gofaan ta’uu akka qabu; wal-ajjeesuun, wal-dhiibuun,
walirratti inaafuun Oromoofi Oromiyaa miidhuun alatti
injifannoo haaraa galmeessuu waan hin dandeenyeef

tasgabbiin baay’ee murteessaadha.

Kana keessatti fakkeenya tokko kaasuun barbaada. Bakka
wayiitti namoonni walitti gabamanii utuu dhaabbatanii
tokko bishaan argeetu daakuu hin beeku, garuu namoota
achi dhaabbatanitti bishaan daakuu akka beeku agarsiisuu
waan barbaadeef utaalee bishaan keessa gala. Gaafa
keessa galu bishaan akka argan kana miti, keessa wayita
galan rakkisaadha ni beektu, namichi daakuu hin beeku, ni
rakkate, du’uudhaaf wixiffata, namoonni achi jiran

baay’een isaanii ni boo’u, ni iyyu, ni wacu, gar-malee wacu.

Tokko achi keessaa kan laphee addaa gabu warra wacan
ilaaleetu namichas ilaale. Amma wacni kun namicha kana

fayyisuu danda’amoo hin danda’u jedheetu hatattamaan
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xiinxaxale. Dubbiin akkas ta’uu akka hin dandeenye waan
isaaf galeef wayyaa uffate wajjin utaalee bishaan keessa
gale. Hin wacne, hin iyyine, hin boonye, hin dubbanne,
utaalee bishaan keessa galee namicha baatee baase.
Wacuun nama hin fayyisu. Kan nama fayyisu waan gochuu
dandeenyu barree, waan gochuu dandeenyu hubannee,
lubbuu namaa hanbisuu dha. Wacaan fayyisuun, iyyuun
fayyisuun utuu danda’amee baay’ee waan taaneef silaa ni
goona. Kan nu irraa eegamuu fi barbaachisu hojjechuudha;
kan nurraa eegamuu fi barbaachisu Dambiidoolloo biyya
jiituuf biyya bareedduu akkasii namoonni kaan dhufanii
akka arganiif Gaambellaatti aspaaltii baasuu, Asoosaatti
aspaaltii baasuu, Finfinneetti aspaaltii baasuu gofa utuu hin
tane oolee bulee daandii saffisaa (High way), karaa
babal’aa makiinaa baay’ee dabarsuu danda’u baasuu,
uummanni kaan biyya alaa irraa dhufee nu keessa taa’ee

eenyummaa keenya akka qoratu, akka baratu gochuu dha.

Kana gochuuf, akka guddina keenyaa, akka bal’ina keenyaa,
akka aadaa fi seenaa keenyaa ta’'uun baay’ee
barbaachisaadha. Farankaan Kkiisii keessa gaafa taa’u ni
waca, ni ulfaata, farankaan sadi-afur kiisii keessan keessa
jiraannaan kiisiin jeeqamaadha, waca baay’eetu jira.

Qarshiin abbaa dhibbaa, abbaa dhibba lamaa jiraannaan
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garuu sagaleen isaa hin dhaga’amu. Gaafa ol-guddachaa
baatan, gaafa gochuu dandeessan afaan walitti gabachuu,
laphee bal’achuu, hojjetanii agarsiisuu barbaada. Akka
farankaa wacuun xiggummaarraayi, xiqqummaan nuuf hin
ta’u; xiggummaan nuuf hin tolu. Haa hojjennu! Rafaa,
dandeenyu. Yoo dandeenye halkanii guyyaa hojjechuu,
bakka rakkannetti haadholiin jaarsoliin nuuf kadhadhaa
jennee akka aadaa keenyaatti kadhachuu, kanatu nu baasa.
Kana goonaan waan calgabne fiixaan baasuu dandeenya.
Kana gochuu baannaan, akka farankaa wacuu malee akka
birrii abbaa dhibba lamaa haajaa guddaa baasuu waan hin
dandeenyeef, akka guddummaa keenyaa akka taanu gorsa
koon dabarsa. Keessattuu, dargaggoonni naannawaa kanaa
akkuman sila kaase isin keessaa nama baay’eetu ba’e;
nama gurguddaa fakkeenya nuuf ta’uu danda’u baay’eetu
ba’e. Dargaggoon akka guyyaa oolmaati. Namni ganama
isaa balleesse guyyaa isaa sirreeffachuu hin danda’u.
Guyyaan gaariin kan jalgabu ganama. Namni ganamaan
ka’ee guyyaa isaa kadhannaadhaan hojiin jalgabe guyyaa

milkii argata.

Namni dargaggummaa isaa bakka hin taanetti balleessee
galgala isaa bareeffachuu hin danda’u. Amma yeroon

humnaa, amma yeroon hojii, amma yeroon dubbii itti
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xiinxaluu dandeenyu. Adaraa tasgabboofnee waan keessa
dabarres yaadannee tokkummaa keenya cimsinee
misooma hawwine, dheebonneefi kadhannee kanaan dura
beektan sana isa ofitti deebifnee misoomnee uummata
nurraa eegama. Maaliif ijoollee Abdiisaa Aagaa waan
taaneef. Kana gochuudhaan Itiyoophiyaan dhiphoo dha.
Oromoon ltiyoophiyaa irra ce’ee  Keeniyaa keessatti,
Keeniyaa keessa darbee Taanzaaniyaa, Ugaandaa fi
Ruwaandaa keessatti sanyiin isaa gacceen isaa kan argamu
dha. Dhiphachuun nuuf hin ta’u! Bal’achuu, bal’ifachuu,
hammachuu fi fagaatanii yaaduutu nuuf ta’a waan ta’eef,
dargaggoonni seenaa kana sirnaan qorachaa, yeroo
keessanitti fayyadamatanii Itiyoophiyaa ijaaruuf akka
dhaabbattan amaanaakoon dabarsuu barbaada. Baay’een
isin jaalladha, baay’een isin kabaja, isin jidduutti argamuu
koon ulfina guddaatu natti dhaga’ama. Gaafa daandiin kun
dhumu dhufnee eebbisuuf nu haa ga’u. Ammasitti nagaa

nuuf ta’aa, nagaan nuuf jiraadhaa jechuun barbaada.
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Haasawaa Wayita
Pirojektii Daandii
Eebbisan
Shaambuutti
Dhiyeessan

Guraandhala 7, 2013

Kabajamtoota Abbootii Gadaa,

Abbootii Amantaa,

Jaarsolii Biyyaa,

Hundaa ol dargaggoo abdii fi hegeree borii
Taatani fi magaalaa Shaambuu,

Baakkoo akkasumas,

Magaalaa giddu galeessa taate Amboo gidduu
Asitti argamtan hundi,

Itti Aanaa Ministira Muummichaa kabajamoo
Obbo Dammaqgaa Mokonnin,

Kabajamoo Obbo Binnalfi Andu'aalam,
Kabajamtoonni asitti argamtan hundi,

Baga gammaddan! Baga ijaan wal-argine! Baga nagaa

taatan! As dhufee isin arguu kootti baay'ee gammadeera!
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Darbee darbee namoonni Mootummaa Naannoo Oromiyaa
hoogganan, 'Horroo maaf hin deemtu? Shaambuu maaf hin
deemtu?' naan jedhu. An Shaambuu dhufee, galma isa
haaraa keessatti isin waliin mari'adhee, na eebbistanii,
milkii sanaan ji'a ja’a keessatti Ministira Muummee ta'e.
Kana ni irraanfattan natti fakkaata. Deemeera, dubbiseera,
mari‘'anneerra, iccitii keenya hin baasu jennaan warri
Mootummaa Naannoo Oromiyaa na dhaga’uu didani itti

naaf himaa.

Horroon biyya goota baay'ee horachuu danda'ee dha. Isaan
kaan magaan isaanii darbee darbee ni ka'a. Namoonni
baay'een biyya ijaaruuf, bilisummaa fi walgixxummaaf
wareegaman. Kanneen Horroodhaa bigilan magaan isaanii
haa dha’amuu baatu malee hedduu dha. Kan akka Abishee
Garbaa, gootni Oromoo maqgaan isaa bakka hundatti
kaafamu as Horroodhaa bigile. Abishee Garbaa gofa osoo
hin taane, hoogganaan koo kan gabsoo, gootummaa na
barsiiseefi uummata isaa bilisoomsuuf qabsaa'aa ture,
booda waraana biyya ollaa waliin goone irratti wareegame,

Shugguxee Dheeressaa asuma Horroodhaa bigile.

Waggaa 27/28 dura Geedootii kaanee Waayyuu bullee,
Waayyuutii kaanee Fincaa’aa bullee, guyyaa sadaffatti

Fincaa'aadhaa kaanee Shaambuu galle. Shaambuutii gara
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Nagamtee yeroo deemnu ammoo Geedoo ga’uuf guyyaa
lama fudhata. Cingii baay'ee booda Nagamteen geenye.
Har'a yeroo Asfaaltiin kun eebbifamu, uummanni Horroo,
uummanni Shaambuu fi uummanni Baakkoo gammaduu
danda'a. Daandiin kun ijaaramee, xumuramee arguu fi

eebbisuun isin caalaa na gammachiise.

Hojiin keenya daandii ijaaruudha. Maaliif? Kara deemaa
ta'uu keenya beekna. ljaaraa deemna. Hojiin keenya
rigicha ijaaruudha. Maaliif? Ceenee ceesisuu akka gabnu
waan beeknuuf, xiyyeeffannoo addaatiin guutummaa
Oromiyaa, keessattuu lixa, daandiilee Wallaggaa naannolee
ollaa, Suudanii fi Goodinaalee biraan wal-qunnamsiisan

hojjachaa jirra.

Namoonni daandiwwan lixa Oromiyaatti ijaaraa jirru kun,
waan aantummaa addaa irraa godhamu itti fakkaatu jiru.
Garuu, kuni dogoongora. Silaa Shaanbuun, Baakkoo fi
Fincaa'aan daandii Asfaaltii waggaa diigdama dura
argachuu gabu ture. Har'a miti. Warri nu gorqgaa bahan, asii
nu gorqanii achitti ijaarrachaa turan waan ta'eef, sirrii mitii
wal-gixxummaan haa jiraatu jennee jalgabaa jirra malee
aantummaa addaa uummata kanaaf agarsiisuuf jennee

gochaa hin jirru. Kan isiniif tolu, kan isiniif malu, kan isiniif
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ta'uu gabu, kan hanga ammaa akka maletti dhaabdan sana

isiniif fidaa akka jirru ormis, diinnis baruutu irra jiraata.

Shaambuuf waan addaa, Horroof waan addaa, Wallaggaaf
waan addaa akka waan godhameetti warri ilaaltan yoo
jiraattan, Wallaggi waan argachuu qabu dhabee ibsaa
Itoophiyaaf maddisiisaa, ibsaa dhabee, daandii biyya kana
guututti ligaan ijaaramuuf bunasaa gurguree ligaa kaffalaa,
daandii kan hin gabne, bishaan kan hin gabne, telefoona
kan hin gabne, uummata gar-malee dhiibamaa ture, wal-
gixxummaaf qgabsaa'ee aarsaa kaffale, hayyoota

gumaachuun uummata biyya ijaaraa jiru dha.

Mootummaan keenya walakkaa kan ta'u kan ijaarame
ijoollee Hoorrootiinidha. Maaliif? Abbootiin Horroo ijoollee
ofii ni barsiifatu. Hayyuu of keessaa baasuu beeku.
Mootummaa akka biyyaatti hoogganaa jirru kana kan
jabeessee qabee akka hojiin keenya fiixa bahu taasisaa jiru
ijjoollee keessani. Sadarkaa Naannootti gofa osoo hin
taane, sadarkaa hundatti. Kun aadaa Oromoo akka ta'uu fi

bakka hundatti akka jabaatu gochuu gabna.

Uummanni keenya isa kaleessaa irraa, kan dubbatame fi
himame irraa waan guddaa barachuu fi hubachuu gabutu

jira. Uummanni Arsii ergaa guddaa tokko natti himanii
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turan. Kanaan dura nama gowwaa tokkotu ture; gowwaa
baakamaa dha. Gowwaan kun 'Leencan ajjeesa’ jedhee
bosona deeme. Garuu, akkuma inni bosona seeneen Leenci
nyaate. Uummanni inni biraa deeme Leencan nyaatamuu
isaa hin beeku. Guyyaa hundaa amma Leenca ajjeesee gala
jedhee eega. Har'as Leenca ajjeesee dhufa jedhanii eegu.
Borus Leenca lama ajjeesee dhufa jedhanii eegu. Turee
jennaan  mootummatu gootummaa isaa beekee
badhaasee, badhaasaafi Leenca ajjeese qabatee dhufa
jechuun eeguu itti fufan. Waggaa waggaan eegaa bahanis,
namichi Leenca ajjeesee hin deebine. Lubbuu isaanuu hin

deebine. Achumaan dhabame.

Isa deeme teenyee alaalatti eegurra, daandii haa ijaarru,
ibsaa haa galchinu, mana baruumsaa haa babal'isnu. Isatu
fagoo nu geessisa. As teenyee abjuudhaan kan fagoo
dheebochuu miti. Isa gabanne gabannee, hojjechuu dha.
gochuu dandeenyaan, kabajnis, bilisummaanis, wal-
gixxummaan nuti barbaannu ge'ee keenyatti ni dhufa. As
teenyee dheebochuudhaan taanan fagoo deemuu hin

dandeenyu.

Hojii baay'eetu hojjatamaa jira. Hojii kana hubannee

gargaaruun, misoomni naannoo keenyatti babal'atee, ifti

154 | emPAL “L00EC Zihd AT 0



Haasaawwan Afaan Oromoo

nuu bahuu akka danda'uuf, uummanni Horroo kan barataa
fi hayyuu baay'ee gabu kun isa kaleessaa irraa baruumsa
fudhatee, Oromiyaa fi ltoophiyaa qaree Itoophiyaa ijaaruu
keessatti qgooda isaa akka ba’atu amaanaa jechuun
barbaada.

Qonnaan bulaa tokkotu qotiyyoo fi farda oofee gonna
deema ture. Fardasaa lafa qonnaa biratti hidhee gotaa
oola. Fardi guyyaa guutuu lafa dheedaa oola. Qotiyyoon
garuu guyyaa guutuu gotaa oola. Galgala yeroo gara manaa
galan qotiyyoon waan dadhabeef suuta deema. Fardi
immoo waan dheedaa ooleef humna qaba. Fiigaa jara dura
gala. Nyaata qotiyyoof qophaa'e waan dursee galeef
Fardatu jalaa nyaata. Gaafa gotiyyoo fi abbaan mana ga’an
wanti nyaatamu hin jiru. Nyaata nyaachuu duuwwaa miti
gara jabeenyi Fardaa, gaafa mana ga’u, sagalee ol kaasee
galle jedhee iyya. Inni guyyaa guutuu hojjechaa oole
sagalee ol kaasee dubbachuu hin beeku. Nyaata hin argatu.

Hojjetaa oolee agabuu bula.

Wanti bara keenyaa akkasi. Inni hojii keessa jiru, harki isaa
fi kiisiin isaa duwwaa dha. Inni bakka nyaanni jiru gofa
fuunfatee deemu Kkiisiin isaa guutuu dha. Warri Kiisii

guuttatan kun amantaa hin gaban. Eenyummaa ofii hin
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beekan. Uummata ofii hin beekan. Kiisii guuttachuun

eenyummaa ofii kan agarsiisuu miti.

ljoolleen Mootummaa Naannoo Oromiyaa keessatti
tajaajilaa jirtan: Ganda irraa hanga Naannootti, Oromoon
nama hojjatee beeka. Oromoon uummata nama hojjeteef
ganus miti. Harki keessan qulqulluu ta'uu gaba. Oromoo
gorgaa Oromoof gabsaa'uun hin danda'amu. Harki keessan
qulqulluu ta'uu gaba. Onneen keessanis qulqulluu fi kan
hammatu ta'uu qgaba. Onnee qulqulluudhaan Waaqas
kadhachaa, uummata keessan tajaajiluuf gophooftanii
jennaan, uummanni keenya akka isin gargaaruu fi isin
waliin dhaabbatu, aadaa fi eenyummaa isaa waan ta'eef
shakkii hin gabu.

Waa'ee filannoo abbaa barbaaddan filadhaa. Kan nuti
barbaannu, namni biraa isinitti fe'ee osoo hin taane, fedhii
keessaniin, karaa dimokiraatawa ta'een, yaaddanii
xiinxaltanii abbaa barbaaddan filannaan, nuuf injifannoo
keenya. Nu filattan malee isiniif hin ifu, nu filattan malee
daandiin isiniif hin ijaaramu amantaa jedhu hin gabnu. Nuti
kan barbaannu uummanni Oromoo ofii murteeffatee,
filachuu akka danda'uu dha. Abbaa barbaaddan filachuun
mirga keessani. Nuti yoo nu filattan qulqullummaan isin

tajaajiluuf gophii dha. Yoo nu filachuu baattan, abbaa isin
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filattan hammannee dhungannee angoo itti laachuuf
gophaa'aadha. Aadaan Oromoo akkas waan ta'eef, kanaa
achi, dhimma filannoo akka dhiphattan hin barbaannu.
Hojiitti jabaachuu dha. Misoomatti jabaachuu dha. Kan
naannoo keenyaa fi biyya keenya jijjiiruu danda'us
misooma. Inni kaan ni dhaqgabama. Jabaadhaa! Ifti

jalgabame kun hin dhaamu. Horroon ni misoomal

Naaf jiraadhaa! Galatoomaa!
T —
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Haasawaa Wayita
Pirojektoota Daandii
Jalqgabsiisan
Ambootti Dhiyeessan

Guraandhala 7, 2013

Kabajamoo Obbo Dammagaa Mokonnin,
Kabajamoo Obbo Binaalf Andu'aalam,
Manguddoota,

Abbootii Gadaa,

Abbootii Amantaa,

Dargaggoota,

Jiraattota magaalaa Niwuyorki kan taatan
hundaaf,

Baga nagaan wal agarre jechuun barbaada.

Amboon nuuf Niwuyorki gaafa jennu, namoonni itti

dhaga’amu baay'een jiru. Isiniif Niwuyoorki hin jenneen,
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nuuf Niwuyoorki dha har'as. Garuu immoo, Amboon nu
gofaaf Niwuyoorki ta'ee hin haftu. Isiniifis akka Niwuyoorki
taatu, misoomaalee bu'uuraa hojjannee, bakka itti
dhuftanii bashannantan, seenaa barattan, eenyummaa
keenya agartan, seenaa qgabsoo keenya akka hubattan

Amboon Niwuyoorki ni goona.

Waraana Sagalee irratti, Abbaan Malaa mootii Mikaa'el
wajjiin lolee wayita moo'u, Lij lyyaasuun hin gabamne.
Osoo Lij lyyaasuu hin gabiin, Habtee Abbaa Malaa lola
moo'atee Finfinnee irratti moo'uu isaa addunyaa fi biyya
kanaaf ibsee ture. Gaafa Juntaa moonu, 'ebalu hin
gabamne' nuun jedhu. Nu ijoollee abbaa malaati. Akka itti

lolamus, akka itti moo'amus beekna.

Abbaan Malaa akka saantima callaa kiisii keessaa hin iyyu.
Birrii abbaa dhibba lamaa fakkaateetu. Abbaan malaa
wacaan miti, gochaan moo'e. Walakkaan, falaasama akkasii
eessaa fiddani? Dubbii akkasii eessa bartan?' nuun jedhu.
Nuti ijoollee Looreet Tsaggaayee Gabra Madin jennaan.
Jara irraa baranne dubbisuu, barreessuu, tooftaan yaada
keenya ibsachuu. Warri kaan, akkamittiin sirna ijaartuu?
Akkamittiin biyya ijaartuu?' nuun jedhu. 'Akkamittiin

caasaa ijaartuu?' nuun jedhu. Jarri Maammoo Maxammir
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hin beekan. Jarri Alamuu Qixxeessaa hin beekan. Seenaa
kana dhaga’aa waan guddanneef, akka dhaabni ijaaramu,
akka seenaan jijjiramu, dhaloota hegereetiif cee'uu
danda'u abbootii keenyarraa barachuu keenya, isas
gochaan akka agarsiisaa jirru ormis, diinnis akka hubatun
barbaada.

Daandiin yeroo jalgabaatiif Amboo fi Gudar gidduutti
ijaaruuf karoorfanne, akkuma daandii Finfinnee fi Adaamaa

gara lamaan sarara lama kan gabu ta'a.

Nuti Amboon Niwuyoorki ni goona kan jenne sun kan ta'u,
Amboo fi Walisoo gidduu akka barbaannetti sa'a tokko

keessatti fiignee gaggabuu yoo dandeenye gofaa dha.

Amboon Niwuyoorki kan nuuf taatu, Wancii fi Daandii
Iltoophiyaaf qofaa osoo hin taane, addunyaaf hawwataa,
bakka turistiin oolee itti bulu fi bakka uumama keenya itti

dingisiifatu gochuu yoo dandeenye qofaa dha.

Amboon Niwuyoorki ta'uu kan dandeessu, Jimmaa gara
Finfinnee deemuuf dirgama Walgixxeedhaan darbuu osoo
hin taane, Limmuudhaan as ce'uun yoo danda'amee dha.
Gambeellaa, lluu Abbaaboor, Beddelle, Jimma jechaa
adeemuu gofa osoo hin taane, Dambi-Doolloo, Gimbii,

Nagamte, Ambo jechaa deemuu yoo dandeenyee dha. Asii
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Goojjam ce'uuf, asii Finfinnee-Fiiche-Kuyyuu jechaa
deemuu gofa osoo hin taane, asii Geedoo, Geedootii
Shaambuu, Shaambuutii Buree jennee Goojjam cee'uu yoo
dandeenye qofa dha. Kana gochaa jirra. Xumurree eebbaaf

deebinee wal agarra.

Ambo biyya itti waadaa galamu qofaa miti. Bakka itti
injifatanii, injifannoo argameef sirnaan gammachuudhaan
taa'anii gammachuu itti ibsatanii dha. Akkuma yaadattan,
bara qabsoo sana Amboon dhufnee, 'gabsaa’'uuf miti kan
gabsoofnuu moo'uudhaafi, ni moona' jennee turre. Erga
moo'annee torban tokko keessatti Amboon dhufnee,
'injifannoon sun ta'ee jira' jennee addunyaaf labsuu

dandeenyee turre.

Har'a immoo Juuntaa moo'uu gofa osoo hin taane, waadaa
fi kakuu haaraa uummata Amboof galuuf dhufne. Kakuun
kunis Amboon Niwuyorki ni taati. Misooma akka naannoo
fi akka biyyaatti barbaannu dhugoomsuuf jalgabbii kan nuu
ta'uu fi karaa nuuf saagu uummata naannoo kanaati.
Maaliif yoo jettan, qabsaa'uu qofaa osoo hin taane,
moo'uu waan beekuufi. Ergaan inni olaanaan gabsaa'uu fi
moo'uu miti. Kana namoonni kaanis ni godhu. Amboon kan
adda godhu moo'uu qofaa osoo hin taane, injifannoon

0soo hin machaa'iin, injifannoo kunuunsuus waan
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beekuufi.  Injifachuun ni  danda'ama. Injifannoo

kunuunsuun garuu sammuu addaa barbaada.

Abbaan Jifaar Minilik bira dhufanii turan. Minilik Abbaa
Jifaariin akkas jedhee gaafate; "nyaata malee ooluu,
beela'uu, dheebochuu kana ni dandeessaa? Akkamitti
dandeessa?" Abbaan lJifaaris "Maal taate Minilik! beela'uu
fi dheebochuu dhiisii, quufayyuu nan danda'a" jedhe
jedhan. Oromoon gabsaa'ee injifatee jira. Injifannoo
kunuunsuu immoo uummata Amboo irraa barachuu qaba.
Qabsaa'uu fi aarsaa ta’'uu Ambo irraa akka barannu, diina
duratti sodaa tokko malee akka Hacaaluu "kan nuu malu,
kan nuu tolu, bakki keenya teessoo mootin irra taa'u dha,
teesso keenya nuuf deebisaa" jechuu akka nu barsiisetti,
injifannoo kunuunsus Oromoo fi Iltoophiyaa barsiisuu

gabdu.

Waan Wayyaaneen nu godhaa ba’e: Oromoo xiqqeessuu,
Oromoo cabsuu, Oromoo ajjeesuu, Oromoo balleessuu
keessatti waan raawwate, Amboon caalaa kan himuu fi
barsiisuu danda'u hin jiru. Har'a Oromoon, Wayyaaneen
maaliif bade gaafa jedhu, Kolleejjii Amboo erginee

barsiifnumoo akkam goonu jennee rakkachaa jirra.
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Amboon kan gabsaa'e moo'uufi. Diinota isaa awwaalee
misooma isaa ariifachiisuuf ta'uusaa, uummata keenya
garuu, barsiisuu fi karaa itti agarsiisuutu isin irraa eegama.
Maaliif yoo jettan, karaa kan nutti agarsiisan, Abbaa
Malaati, Tsaggaayee Gabramadin fi Hacaaluu Hundeessaa
fa’i. Jaalannee miti! isin keessaa burga waan ta'eef,
uummanni kun gabsaa'uu, moo'uu, injifannoo kunuunsuu
akka danda'u Kolleejjin keessan karaa itti agarsiisuu akka

itti fufu amaanaa isiniin jechuu barbaada.

Arbaa fi Sareetu ollaa jiraatu jedhama. Ganama ganama
buna wal waamu. Guyyaa tokko Arbi Sareedhaan 'ulfaa‘'een
jira' jedhaan. Sareenis 'Ulfaa'een jira' jette. Ji'a sadi booda
Sareen ni dhalte. Arbi garuu, rimaan isaatuu hin mul'anne.
Ji'a ja’a booddee Sareen lammaffaa dhalte. Ji'a sagal
booddee Sareen sadaffaa dhalte. Amma Sareen Arba bira
deemtee "ani sadaffaa dhalaan jiraa ati hin ulfoofne moo
ulfi kee eessa dhagee?" jettee gaafatte. Arbis "Kan ani
ulfaa'e Arba malee, Saree miti. Yeroo an dhalu lafatu
socho'a. Addunyaatu as gara galee ilmoo koo laala. Akka

kee sanaa miti. " jechuun deebisteef jedhama.

Akka sanii, kan nuti ulfoofne akka Arbaa sani. Itiyoophiyaan

nu hin geessuu, sanaa ol deemuu barbaannaa, Ambo
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hidhannoo kee cimsii; akka Abbaa Malaa ta'l; akka Loreet

Tsaggayye ta'l; Niwuyoorkummaa kee addunyaaf agarsiisi.

Adeemsi keenya fagoo dha. Isaaf qgophaa'uudhaan,
tokkummaa keenya cimsuu, kallattii ifa ta'een gabsaa'anii
moo'uu, moo'atanii injifannoo kunuunfachuu akka
dandeenyu, hundaa ol Amboon akka kaleessaa akka ta'u

dhaamsa koo kabaja guddaan dabarfachuu barbaada.

Asitti argamuun, Jimmaa fi Amboon asfaaltiidhaan wal
gunnamu jalgabsiisuu fi arguun anaaf maal akka ta'e isinuu
ni beektu. Osoo Harmeen koo jiraattee ijaan argitee
baay'en gammada. Garuu immoo, hanga Amboon jirtu

harmeen koo inuma jiraatti.

Baay'een isin kabaja! Baay'een isin jaaladha! Isin gabadhee
akka Arbaa: seenaa haaraa, seenaa misoomaa, seenaa
injifannoo fi bilisummaa, wal gixxummaa fi eenyummaa
sabaa kan agarsiisu, injifannoo haaraa fagoo deemuu fi
alaalaa mul'atu fi eenyummaa haaraa galmeessuuf
gophaa'aa ta'uu keenyan ibsa. Ambo akkuma kanaan duraa

akka nu cinaa dhaabattan hawwina.

Isin jaalanna! Galatoomaa!
I
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Shashamannee

Bitootessa 5, 2013

Kaayyoo fi fedhiin keenya gonna ammayyeessuu dha.
Qonna ammayyeessuuf hojiin hojjetamu baay’ee dha.
Jalgaba lafa abbootiin dhuunfaan dhuunfatanii gabatan
walitti fiduudhaan lafaarratti hojii hojjetamutu jira.
Lammaffaa bishaan bakka lafa sanaa gaqgabsiisuu dha.
Erga bishaan argatee booddee, sirni qonnaa kanaan dura
ture sun baay’ee yeroo kan fudhatu namas kan dadhabsiisu
waan ta’eef keessattuu dargaggoon amma hojii akkasii
hojjechuuf baay’ee fedhii hin qabu. Tiraakterri har’a asitti
agarre hundaa ol baay’ee kan na ajad’ibsiise kan xaafiiti.
Xaafii ni fachaasa ni haama; dinnicha ni fachaasa walitti ni
gaba; akkasumas gamadii in fachaasa walitti ni qaba. Kun
immoo dargaggoon rakkoo tokko malee hojii gonnaa bifa

ammayyaa’aa ta’een akka hojjetan kan isaan gargaaru ta’a.
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Akka sila nuuf ibsitanitti, gonnaan bulaan hektaara tokko
gotuuf guyyaa kudha lamaa hanga kudha sadii kan itti
fudhatu yommuu ta’u, Tiraakteraan sa’atii lama keessatti
fixa. Kana jechuun, dargaggoon tokko qgotaa daldaluu
danda’a, qotaa barachuu danda’a, qotaa hojii biraa
hojjechuu danda’a jechuu dha. Qonnis osoo hin miidhamiin
hojii biraa hojjechuun akka danda’amu waan godhuuf
deeme deeme gonnaan bulaan keenya jiruuf jireenyi isaa
fooyya’uu akka danda’uuf, gonna ammayyeessuuf falli jiru
kanuma. Falli gabnu paampii baay’isuu, irrigeeshiinii
baay’isuu, tiraaktera baay’isuu, gonnaan bulaa keenya

barsiisuu, bifa hawwataa fi ammayyaatiin hojjechuu dha.

Qonni kan jibbamu, kan tuffatamu osoo hin taanee kan
nama gammachiisu ta’ee akka hojjetamuuf haala isaa
mijeessanii hawwataa gochuu dha. Kanaaf wanti Naannoo
Oromiyaatti jalgabame kun baay’ee abdii namatti hora.
Egaa gamadii bona jalgabdanii jirtuu firiin isin buusaa jirtan
akka naannootti akkasumas akka biyyaatti baay'ee
guddaadha. Carraaqqiin kun jalgabbii ta’usaa hubannee,
hojiin baay’een akka nu irraa eegamus hubannee qarshiis

barbaada beekumsas barbaada hojiis barbaada.

Qonnaan bulaan argee, bufatee amma bu’aan isaa

hawwataa ta’utti rakkisaa dha. Gaafa hubate garuu innu
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nu barsiisa. Amma sanatti dadhabbii baay’eetu nu irraa
eegama. Jabaattanii hojjettanii hojiin qonna irratti
xiyyeeffate naannoo keenya irratti hojjetamu kun, hojiin
ammaaf bu’aansaa hin beekamu ta’u danda’a ta’a. Olee
bulee garuu hojii jechuun, badhaadhina jechuun jiruuf
wanti godhamaa jiru baay’ee abdii waan namatti horuuf
jabaadhaa. Akkuma kanan dura gochaa turree, gama
keenyaan waan gargaaramu gabu in gargaarra. Qonnaan
bulaa keenya damagsaa, barsiisa, gurmeessa, bira
dhabbadhaati waggaa shan waggaa kudhan keessatti
guutummaa Oromiyaatti gqonni gotamu karaa ammayyaa
ta’een tiraakteraan ta’uu danda’ee jennaan omishaa
baay’ee arganna. Kana qofa osoo hin taane, humna
baay’ee qusanna, yeroo baay’ee qusanna. Qonni keenya
kunis immoo kan inni du’aa badaa deema jiru kanas
hambisuuf waan nu gargaaruuf jabaannee hojjechuu
gabna. Gama keenyaan gargaarsi godhamu gabu hundi ni
godhamaati jabaadhaa jechuun barbaada. Gama kootiin
baay’ee gammadeen jira. Hojii guddaa dha. Babal’aachuu
gaba. Reefu jalgabaa jirra waan taaneef dhaabbachuu hin
gabu. Wal gargaarree uummata keenya qonna kanaan dura

barame qonna aadaa keessaa baasnee qonna
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ammayyaa’aa ta’eee fi waan baay’ee irraa buufachuu
danda’utti ceesisuu gabna. Guddina akkasii yoo fidne,
gababumatti gabsoon keenya firii buusa jechuu dha.
Baay’ee gammadneerraa, jabaadhaa! Wal gargaarree
uummata keenya jiruu isaa fooyyeessuu qgabna. Sana
gochuudhaanis injifannoo guutuu ta’e milkeessuu

dandeenya amantaa jedhun gaba.
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Piroojektii Ekkoo
Tuuriizimii
Wancii fi Dandii

Bitootessa 11, 2013

Obbo Taaggasee Caafoo,

Kabajamtuu I/A/A yaa’ii Aadde Shittaayee
Minaalee,

Kabajamoo Pireezidanti Shimallis Abdiisaa,
Kabajamoo Obbo Gadaa Olaanaa (Abrahaam
Balaay),

Hogganaa  Piroojeekitii  Wancii Dandii  Oromoon
moggaafatee ofitti fudhata waan tahef, har’aa kaasee
Abraahaam Balaay osoo hin taane Gadaa Olaanaa kan

jedhuun beekna jechuu dha.

Kabajamtoota jaarsoolii biyyaa, Abbootii Amantaa, hundaa

ol abdii biyyaa kan taatan dhaloota egeree dargaggoo asitti
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argamtan hundaaf baga gammaddan baga gammadne baga
kanaan nu ga’e jechuun barbaada. Wanciin bareedduu
ta’uu ishee hunduu ni beeka. Nuuf warra kaaniln gargar
kan nu baasu, gaafa dhufanii argan maqgaa ofiitiin maqaa
ijolleetiin godoo hojjetanii lafa qabachuu barbaadu malee
akkataa kamiin naannoon kun misoomee uummatni
keenya itti fayyadamaa akka ta’uu danda’u yaaduu
keessaatti garaagarummaan haa jiraatu malee hawwataa,
bareedaa bakka eenyumti dhufee argu itti jiraachuu
barbaadu akka ta’e warri duriis ni beeku warri har’aas ni
beeku. Garaagarummaan kan ofii yoo ta’u, akka uummatni
keenya keessaa buufachuu, gargaaramuu danda’u yaaduu
irratti addaan baaten keenya Wanciin ,Dandiin ,Walisoon,
Amboon ni bareeda ni hawwataa uummatni isa hojii

hojjatee dafgaan buluu beekaa uummatni naannoo kanaa.

Uummatni naannoo kanaa duudhaalee isaa eeggachuu
beekaa; amantaa isaa eeggachuu beekaa; halkanii guyyaa
dhama’ee hojjeetaa. As qofaa osoo hin taanee, asii ba’ee
naannoo biraas gaafa deemu hojjetee buufachuu beeka.
Isaa ol immoo gootummaas beeka. Uummata hojjetee
uummata gootummaadhaan biyya, eenyummaa fi amantaa

isaa eeggachuu danda’u kana gidduutti argamnee sagantaa
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akkasiin hojii jalgabsiisuu keenyaaf baay’ee gammachuu
guddaatu nutti dhaga’ama. Baga gammaddan jechuun

barbaada.

Lafti naannoo Wancii baay’ee ol ka’aa dha. Akkuma
agartan gilleensa gaarii gaba. Meetira 3000 ol lafa ol ka’aa
ta’ee biyya keenya keessaatti qubaan lakka’aman keessaa
tokko wanciidha. Lafti ol ka’aa akkasii bu’aa baay’ee of

keessaa gaba.

Qorruu isaa gofa hin ilaaliinaa. Uummatni naannoo kanaa
al-takkaatti hin du’u. Oolee bulee jaarsomee, eebbisee
du’a. Bakka biraa kichuu kichuutu caccaba. Asitti immoo
dulloomuun waan jiruuf, kun kennaa rabbii kennaa waaqaa

waan ta’eef baga gammaddan jechuun barbaada.

Wanciin lafa miidhagaa qofaa osoo hin taane seenaas
gaba. Waldaan amantaa Kiristaanaa duuba koo mul’atu
kun waggaa 700 duratti jarraa 14ffaa keessatti kan
ijaaramedha. Waggaa 700 ol uummatni naannoo kanaa
eegaa kan tursiise seenaa baay’ee of keessaa kan gabu
Turizimiif hawwataa kan ta’e, deemanii ilaaluuf baay’ee

kan miidhagu, hojii xiqgaa hojjetnee bareechinee
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addunyaan dhufe akka ilaalu gochuu kan dandeenyu waan

ta’eefi.

Fageenyi keessaan finfinneerraa km 150 kan hin caallee
waan ta’eef, daandiin jiraannaan, dirreen xiyyaaraa
jiraannaan, inni biyya keessaas inni biyya alaas yoo
baay’ate ji'a ja’an, ji'a sadiin, ji’a lamaan dhufee isin
daawwachuuf isin wajjiin aadaa keessanii fi eenyummaa
keessan baruudhaaf baay’ee hawwataa waan ta’eef
naannoo kana misoomsuun dargaggoo asii ni fayyada
Oromiyaa ni fayyada isaa olitti Itiyoophiyaa ni fayyada.
Afrikaafis miidhagina guddaa waan ta’uuf, hunda keenyaaf
kan fayyaduuf kan bareedu waan ta’eef asitti waan
jalgabne babal’isnee bareechinee guutummaa Oromiyaatti
guutummaa ltiyoophiyaatti kan gutnu ta’u keenya har’a
dargaggoo fi jaarsolii ana dura dhaabbataniifi teessaniif
waadaa galuu kanan barbaadu Wancii irraa jalgabnee

Oromiyaa guutummaatti misoomsuu fi jijjiiruu akka
dandeenyu Itiyoophiyaa guutummaatti jijjiiru  akka
dandeenyu; kanaaf immoo wanti guddaan vyaada
burgisiisuu akka ta’e abjuu gofa osoo hin ta’iin yaaduu,
yaaduu gofa osoo hin ta’iin isaaf waan barbaachisu humna

garshiis walitti gabanii hojii jalgabuu, jalgabuu gofa osoo
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hin taane; halkaniif guyyaa hojjetanii rawwatanii
gammadanii gammachisuun akka danda’amu hojii
gabatamaan hanga ammaa agarsiisnee jirra. Kana boodas
kan agarsiisnu ta’uu keenya Wancii waggaa tokko booddee
deebinee dhufne eebbisiisuudhaan gammachuu waliin
gooddachuu akka dandeenyu waadaa isinii galuun
barbaada.

naannoon Amboo, Shawaan akka walii galaa fardaan
beekama. Farda baay’ee gabdu; Farda gulufuus hin
galchitan. Amma waggaa waggaan guyyaa fardii itti
gulufamu Wancii fi Dandii gidduu jalgabu gabna. Waggaa
dhufu Walisoo fi Ambootti jalgaba. Waggaa itti aanu
Oromiyaa guututu dhufa; achi irraa Itiyoophiyaa guutuutu
dhufa; achi irraa Afrikaa guututu dhufa. Farda kuma
kudhan, kuma diigdama, kuma soddoma baasnee lafa
bareedaa akkasii keessatti gulufuudhaan addunyaaf
akkaataa farda waliin jiraannee akkaata itti gulufuu
dandeenyu agarsiisuun, turistii baay’ee hawwachuu gqofa
0so0 hin taane aadaaf seenaa keenya baasuuf akka nu
gargaaru beeknee waggaa waggaan guyyaa fardii itti
gulufamu murteessinee waliin kabajuu jalgabu gabna.

Yaada akkasiitu garshii fida; yaada akkasiitu nama fida
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waan ta’eef, yaada xiggaa irraa kaanee hojii gurguddaa
akka hojjennu kanaan jalgabuu waan dandeenyuuf
mootummaan naannoo Oromiyaa hojii kana sirnaan
gabatee addatti karooraan hojjetee addunyaa guutuu
akkaata simachuu dandeenyuuf fardoolee keenyaaf aadaa
keenya baasuu akka dandeenyu hojiin kun bara dhufu irraa
akka jalgabu nus immoo carraa yoo arganne hirmaachuuf
gammachuu guddaa kan gabnu ta’uu keenya ibsuun

barbaada.

2ffaan naannoon keenya figichaan ni beekama. Adduunyaa
irratti namoota fiigan baay’ee uumuu dandeenye jirraa.
Dandii fi Wancii gidduu km 21 ni ta’a. Ji'a ja’a keessatti
maaratoonii walakkaa, waggaatti ammoo maaraatoonii
guutuu jalgabna. Akka biyyaatti booddee akka Afrikaatti
booda ammoo akka addunyaatti sagantaa akkasii uumnee
uummata addunyaa asitti affeerree fiiguu gofaa osoo hin
taane miidhagina keenya, bareedina keenya, aadaa keenya
fi seenaa keenya Addunyaatti baasuu waan dandeenyuuf
ji'a tokko keessatti wal-dorgommii fardaa yoo ta’e, ji'a
lama sadii booda ammoo sagantaa fiigichaan addunyaa
affeerree naannoo keenya misoomaaf mijattuu ta’u ishee

akka agarsiisnuuf kana mootummaan naannoo Oromiyaa
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sirnaan gabatee akka itti hojjetu kanumaan ergaa koo
dabarfachuun barbaada. Kanaaf Wanciif Dandiin waggaa
tokkoof lama booddee lafa bashannanaa, lafa turistiin

baay’ee itti dhufu, lafa dargaggoon keenyaa hojii itti

kan gochuu dandeenyu gama hundaan gqonnaan,
hoteelaan, turistii hawwachuudhaan, sagantaa garaagaraa
uumuudhaan waan ta’eef, wantoota kana mootummaan
naannoo Oromiyaa sirnaan gabatee hojjechuudhaan akka
Oromiyaa guutuutti ija banuu dandeenyu kan Wancii
milkeessuun baay’ee murteessaa waan ta’eef
mootummaan naannoo Oromiyaa kana tartiibaan gabatee
akka hojjetu amaanaa jechaa; kanaan gabadhe ergaan
dabarsuu barbaadu wanti kun yaada; yaadni karoora
barbaada; karoorri bajata barbaada; bajatni hojii barbaada.
Wanti akkasii har’a dubbatamee boru milkaa’uu hin

danda’u. Suuta sirnaan milkeessuu barbaada.

Oromoon, arifataan irbaata ofii hata jedha. Ariifannee
irbaata ofii hatuu otoo hin taanee, suuta tasgabbiidhaan

gophoofnee xinxallee hojii hojjechu akka dandeenyuuf
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mootummaan keenyaaf uummatni keenya tasgabbiin hojii

kana jalqabee akka fixu amaanaa jechuun barbaada.

Keessummoota asitti argamaniif seenaa naannoo kanaa
sirriitti hin barreef seenaa abbootii keenyaa gabaabseen
kaasuu barbaada. Wanciif Dandiin — Amboof Walisoon

biyya Abbaan Malaa itti dhalatee dha.

Abbaa Malaa jechuun eenyumtuu rakkatee eenyumtuu
waa barbaadee deemee gorsa gaafatee jennaan nama
mala gabu jechuu dha. Abbaan Malaa mala akkasii eessaa
fide kan jedhu gaaffii namoota gabdaniif deebii akka ta’uuf,
uummatni keenya uummatni Oromoo yoo nama eebbisu

humna mixii fi mala dubartii siif haa kennu jedha.

Mixiin xigqoo dha. Garuu immoo humni ishee leencaa fi
arba kuffisuuf ni ta’a. Akkasumas, dubartii sirnaan
kabajnee dhaggeffannee gorsa gafannee jennaan malli
dubartiin fiddu ammoo bara rakkoo bara cingii ceesiisa
waan ta’eef abbaan Malaa eebba akkasiin guddateetu
humna mixiif mala dubartii caalu kan gabu waan ta’eef,
mootummaan biyyaa gaafa rakkatu mala gaafachuuf Abbaa
Malaa bira deemuun seenaa keenya keessatti kan

beekamu dha.
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Isa qofaa o0soo hin taane, diddaa garbummaaf
birmadummaa biyyaaf tokkummaa biyyaaf gootota
gabsaa’an baay’ee naannoon kun burgisiisuu danda’ee jira.
Kan akka Baalchaa Abbaa Nabsoo fi Garasuu Dhukii kan
Itiyoophiyaa baraaran akksumas tokkummaa Itiyoophiyaa
kan eegan naannoo asii keessaa ba’u isaanii seenaan yeroo

hundaa yaadachuu gaba.

Baalchaa Abbaa Nabsoo jechuun Xaaliyaaniin yeroo
jalgabaaf gaafa dhufu Adawaa irratti gootummaan kan
waraane qofaa osoo hin taane, al lammaffaa gaafa
Xaaliyaan dhufee naannoo Walisoo ga’u Baalchaa Abbaa
Nabsoo dulloomee nama guddaayyuu yoo ta’e,
mootummaa yeroo sana wajjiin walii-galtee kan hin
gabannee yoo ta’eyyuu, ani rakkoon koo mootummaa
amma jiru wajjin malee biyya koo wajjiin miti jedhee
jaarsummaa(dulluma) keessaa yeroo lammaffaaf Xaaliyaan
waraanee gootummaa addaa nama agarsiise naannoo kana

keessaa ba’uun isa seenaan ni yaadata.

Akkasumas beekumsi falaasama yaada barreessuu akka
biyyaatti namoota beekaman keessaa adda duree kan ta’e
Looreet Tsaggaayee G/Madiin as nu keessaa kan ba’e ta’uu

isaa falaasama haaraa baasuun nuuf aadaa malee waan
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haaraa akka hin taane namootni Tsaggaayee sirnaan

beekan hundi hubachuu danda’u jedheen yaada.

Sirna ijaaruu, mootummaa ijaaruu, biyya ijaaruu,
caaseeffama ijaaruu fi saba gurmeessuu keessatti
Maammoo Mazamiir fi Alamuu Qixxeessaan magaan
isaanii ol ka’ee kan yaadatamu fi seenaan kan yaadatu
barumsa isaan irraa fudhachuudhaan ammas sirna ijaaruu
Oromummaa ijaaruu, Itiyoophiyaa ijaaruu fi Afrikaa ijaaruu
keessaatti ga’ee keenya akka taphachuu dandeenyuuf
keessattu dargaggoon, seenaa keessan sirriitti hubattanii
gootota baay’ee qofaa osoo hin taane, dachii baay’'ee
gofaa osoo hin taane ganaa turistiin argee gammadee
seenaa baay’ee kan barreesse nu keessaa burquu nu
keessaa ba’uu akka danda’u hubattanii seenaa ofii baruun
baay’ee murteessaa akka ta’e ergaa koo dhaamuun

barbaada.

Dhuma irratti, hojiin kun jalgabee dhumuu akka danda’uuf
turistiin bal’inaan dhufee garshii isa asitti gad-naquu akka
danda’uuf wanti guddaan nu irraa eegamuuf barbaadamu
nageenyaaf hammatummaa dha. Nageenyii fi
hammattummaan nuuf aadaa dha. Oromoon jaalalan

malee nageenyi, duumessaan malee bokkaan hin argamu
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jedha. Jaalalli kan barbaachisuuf nageenya fiduudhaaf;
nageenyi jiraanan bu’uura waa hundaa waan ta’eef
misooma fiduuf waan nu gargaaruuf hammachuuf
jaalachuu Oromoon aadaa isa waan ta’eef, ammas
haammataa dha; ammas moggaasaa dha; ammas
guddifataa dha; ammas babal’'a dha. Aadaan keenya
eenyummaan keenya kan agarsiisu hammachuu malee
dhiibuu waan hin taaneef, keessaattu Abraahaam Balaay
har'a Gadaa Olaanaa gaafa jennu, Oromoon nama itti
dhufe hunda ‘alagaaf dukkanatti ija hin babaasan’ jedhee
hammachuu, afaan kaa’uu fi nyaachisuu waan beekuuf,
kun aadaa fi eenyummaa keenya. Eenyummaan kun akka
badne, ammas Oromoon hammachuu, guddifachuu,
moggaafachuu, ofitti qabuu, nyaachisuu, kennuu fi
gooddachuun aadaa isaa ta’uu uummata Itiyoophiyaa
guutuu fi uummata addunyaatti agarsiisuu nu irraa
eegama. Misoomni jalgabne hanga xumuramutti hinuma
hojjenna. Bitaa fi mirga wacni jiru nu jabeessa malee nu hin
laaffisu. Hin yaadda’inaa jabaadhaa tokkummaa keessan
ijaarra. Seenaa addaa ni hojjenna. Kana gochuu irraa kan

nu dhaabu humni addaa akka hin jirre hubattanii
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tokkummaa keessan eegdanii waan jalgabne hanga fiixaan
baasnutti waliin dhaabbachuu akka dandeenyu ergaa koon
dhaama. Baay’een isin jaaladha! baay’een isin kabaja!

Keessan ta’uu kootti baay’een baay’een gammada.

Waliin taanee biyya haa ijaarru! Tokkummaan keenya haa
eegamu! Jabaadhaa nuuf jiraadhaa, ulfaadhaa jechuun

barbaada.

Galatoomaa!
|
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Speech about
Covid-19 in
the African
Union

April, 2020 G.C

Your Excellency President Cyril Ramaphosa,
Chairperson of the African Union,

Excellencies, members of the Bureau of the AU
Assembly,

Invited Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

| would like to begin by extending my deepest appreciation
and gratitude to the Chairperson of the African Union, His
Excellency President Cyril Ramaphosa, for the diligent
manner in which he is managing the affairs of our Union at
this very difficult time.
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| also wish to thank the Bureau of the Assembly for inviting
me to make my contribution. Let me also thank the
Chairperson of the African Union Commission, His
Excellency Moussa Faki Mahamat, and his team for
providing practical continental leadership in fighting the
Pandemic.

Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Indeed, this is a very difficult time for Africa and the world
at large. Collective leadership and unity of purpose are
crucial for all humanity to overcome these times. It is
commendable that Africa is working together as usual. But
our efforts require global solidarity to be successful.

So far, the approach we are following in addressing the
current challenges and our rigorous follow up is
commendable. The appointment of envoys to follow up on
support pledges made by partners is also a crucial step.

The predicted catastrophe has not yet hit Africa. But it
could be approaching fast. Some suggest that the
aftermath of COVID-19 could become even worse in Africa
due to its dire impact on our economies, livelihoods and
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food security. This period is our exceptional window of
opportunity to prepare better and faster.

Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

African people have exceptionally deep community values,
a tradition of resource sharing and mutual support. This
could be an effective means to mobilize domestic
resources across every section of our society. We shall
share experiences and best practices through the African
Union Commission in this regard.

| wish to commend President Ramaphosa for making the
private sector part of our deliberations and | look forward
to their productive engagement and fruitful contribution.

I thank you!
I
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Ethiopia’s
Green
Legacy

June 5, 2020 G.C

Over the past few months, the world has been challenged
by the COVID19 pandemic. As a global community, we
have been exerting energy and putting significant
resources into mitigating the spread of the virus. One clear
thing that this period has made us aware of is human
vulnerability, the importance of maintaining personal
health and creating an environment that supports that.
Our natural environment is an important determinant of
human health. And a healthy ecosystem which supports

biodiversity is critical.

Like other parts of the world, Ethiopia has over the years
been confronted with climate change and environmental
degradation. Such effects have contributed to flooding, soil

erosion, deforestation and biodiversity loss. Therefore,
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countering climate change and paving the way for green

growth has been one of our key development objectives.

As we observe World Environment Day today, in Ethiopia
we officially launch our 2020 Green Legacy program
through which we have set an ambitious target to plant
five billion seedlings in this rainy season. This target is part
of our larger goal of planting twenty billion trees during a

four-year period.

The Green Legacy initiative we launched last year resulted
in over four billion seedlings planted nationally. More than
twenty million people were mobilized throughout the
country in our first ever mass planting engagement. On a
historic July day, Ethiopia also planted close to three
hundred fifty-four thousand million seedlings in a twelve-
hour period. Thousands of people, young and old went out
to plant their print on our national green legacy day.
Beyond the number of seedlings planted, an additional
triumph for us is the survival rate. Of all the trees planted
in last year’s Green Legacy challenge, eighty four percent
have survived. Through implementation of follow up
measures, we have been able to maximize the survival

rate, which is nature’s encouragement to forge ahead.
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Our Green Legacy initiative is critical to Ethiopia’s
aspirations to build a green and climate resilient economy.
Broad-based in our approach, our greening efforts look at

both rural and urban greening.

Over the past several months, national efforts have been
underway planning for this year’s planting season. Various
nurseries throughout the country have been preparing the
required number of seedlings. Federal and Regional
Government entities have also been organizing ahead of
time, to proceed as intended.

The only thing that makes this year different is the
pandemic we are confronted with as a global community.
Nevertheless, while our resilience will be tested, we are
committed to meeting our set target and planting in a

Covid responsive way.

So as the world commemorates World Environmental Day,
| call upon the global community to stand in solidarity with

Ethiopia as we embark on this year’s Green Legacy period.

Let’s stay safe.

Let’s stay healthy and let’s keep our
environment green!
|
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UN 75th
Anniverssary
Speech

September 22, 2020 G.C

Excellencies,
Mr. President,

Seventy-Five years ago, the founders of the United Nations
drew a vision to save future generations from war and to
enable better standards of living for the world population.
With such a vision, the UN not only managed to avert
another tragic world war, but now delivers much needed

support to humanity.

We owe gratitude to the brave women and men working in

various capacities within the UN system - advancing peace,
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contributing to the resolution of conflicts, and delivering

much needed lifesaving assistance.

Mr. President,

We are not, of course, oblivious to the many challenges
and shortcomings of the UN, which will continue to elicit
discussion and debate among policy makers, scholars and
the wider public. In the face of new and complex
challenges, the UN is indeed under enormous pressure to
deliver better. This is why it needs to evolve and adapt

with the new global realities to make itself fit for purpose.

Mr. President,

The year 2015 was indeed an important year for the UN
with the landmark adoption of concurrent resolutions by
the Security Council and the General Assembly, which
created a great sense of hope and optimism for

multilateralism.

However, these achievements are now under serious
threat of setback over rising geo-political tensions. At a
time when the world needs global leadership and collective

action to tackle complex challenges, the ongoing standoff
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in the Security Council is undermining the UN and the

organ’s credibility.

Such a stalemate further supports the need for the Security
Council to be reformed and adapt to current global
realities. Together with this, we believe the historic
injustice against Africa must also be redressed through

adequate representation.

Mr. President,

Progress towards the SDGs has also been slowed by
COVID19, which has overwhelmed health systems across
the world and challenged the global economy. The burden

on African countries as a result is undeniable.

That is why Africa needs a stimulus package either in the
form of capital mobilization, debt relief or restructuring, or
support for social sectors. It is in light of this that we have
been encouraging G20 countries to provide an effective

economic stimulus package.

No country, big or small, is capable of addressing such
kinds of global challenges alone, which certainly require

global solutions. Hence, the need for us all to reaffirm faith
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in multilateralism and the principles and purposes of the
UN Charter.

Mr. President,

Ethiopia, as a founding member of the UN, remains a
committed supporter of the principle of collective security
as enshrined in the UN Charter. We are immensely proud
of our longstanding and significant contributions to UN
Peacekeeping Operations since the early days of the

organization.

Ethiopia is also fully committed to the UN’s transformative
agenda of ensuring sustainable development for all. We
have been responding to the call for climate action through
our Green Legacy Initiative, which is part of our efforts to

build a green and climate resilient economy.

Over the past two years, we have also been exerting every
possible effort to open up the political space and promote
the exercise of democratic freedoms and human rights. We
have no illusion that this would be a smooth ride and there
have been stiff challenges along the way. Rest assured that
we remain committed to the objective of democratization,

and we will pursue our reform efforts with all the
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necessary political commitment to achieve a successful

transition and hold peaceful and credible elections.

Finally, Mr. President, | wish to express hope that this
occasion will serve to encourage our collective efforts to
take up the most important challenge of our time — that is
creating peaceful, equitable and sustainable societies in a
stable global order. Ethiopia remains committed to the
ideals of the UN.

I thank you!
|
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The 75th UN
General
Assembly
Speech

September 26, 2020 G.C

Mr. President,

Let me join others in congratulating you on assuming this
high office during the historic 75th session of the United
Nations General Assembly. | want to assure you of our
fullest support and cooperation in effectively discharging

your responsibilities.

We also take this opportunity to express our profound
appreciation to your predecessor, Professor Tijjani

Muhammad Bande, who demonstrated able leadership in
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the face of the COVID-19 pandemic, which has disrupted
the work of this Assembly.

Excellencies,
Mr. President,

This session is indeed special not only because we are
marking the 75th anniversary of the founding of the UN,
but also because we are doing so while addressing a global
health crisis. | believe it will allow us to chart the way
forward in the post-COVID world. This, of course, can only
be achieved if we work together and try to find a collective
solution to the countless challenges and threats facing

humanity and the planet.

We all agree that the immediate priority now is, of course,
how to recover from the current crisis and rebuild a better
tomorrow. We have no guarantee to prevent a similar
crisis in the future without creating sustainable, resilient,
and inclusive societies. In this connection, accelerating
progress towards the SDGs is not a matter of option but an

absolute imperative.

On our part, we are determined to get back on track and

build the necessary momentum for its implementation. It is
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in this context that we are designing our next Ten Years
Perspective Plan, which coincides with the UN Decade of
Action for the SDGs.

Mr. President,

No doubt, the pandemic has overwhelmed health systems
across the world and damaged the global economy. Many
African countries, including Ethiopia, also find themselves

facing the risk of becoming even more food insecure.

The World Food Programme has already warned that the
number of acutely food insecure people in our region is
likely to increase significantly due to the socio-economic

impact of the pandemic.

This coupled with the massive outbreak of desert locusts
and climate change induced extreme weather events in our
region, threatens to wipe out the livelihoods of millions of

our people.

Therefore, we fully support the call by Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres for a large-scale, coordinated, and
comprehensive multilateral response amounting to at least

10% of global GDP and a series of measures to give
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developing countries the financial firepower they need to

weather this storm.

While we are grateful for the international response in
support of the continent which provided some relief, we
believe that much more still needs to be done to soften the
medium and long-term impact of the pandemic on our

continent.

Mr. President,

Our objective should not only be to recover and rebuild a
better future, but to do so in a green and climate resilient
way. There is no stark reminder of the need for urgent
action than the devastating impact of climate change that
we are witnessing in various parts of the world. Our region
is indeed a case in point with climate induced disaster

upending the lives of millions of our people.

We all must mobilize more than ever to cut global gas
emissions over the next decade to meet our targets under
the Paris Climate Agreement. On our part, we are fully
committed to redoubling our efforts and fulfilling our
obligation. Ethiopia is already responding to the call for

climate action through the Green Legacy Initiative, which is
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part of our efforts to build a green and climate resilient

economy.

| would also like to draw your attention to the fact that our
largest national project today — the Grand Ethiopian
Renaissance Dam — built with our own local resources,
contributes to the conservation of water resources. These
water resources would otherwise have been lost to
evaporation in downstream countries. | want to make it
abundantly clear that we have no intention to harm these

countries.

What we are essentially doing is to meet our electricity
demands from one of the cleanest sources of energy. We
cannot afford to continue keeping more than 65 million of
our people in the dark. We have indeed been guided by the
internationally accepted principle of equitable utilization

and not causing significant harm in building this Dam.

Our unwavering commitment to this is clearly captured in
the Declaration of Principles signed by Ethiopia, Egypt, and
the Sudan in March 2015. | want to assure that we are firm
in our commitment to addressing the concerns of
downstream countries and reaching a mutually beneficial

outcome in the context of the ongoing AU led process.
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Mr. President,

Our peace and development is closely interlinked with the
peace and security of countries in our sub-region.

It is in this relation that we are encouraged by the
formation of the Revitalized Transitional Government of
National Unity in South Sudan. We hope the South
Sudanese political stakeholders will continue to work
together in a spirit of cooperation to address outstanding
issues and improve the plight of the South Sudanese
people who have suffered for far too long.

We in the region together with the rest of the international
community will continue to lend our support to accompany
South Sudan on a path of sustainable peace.

We also follow the developments in the Sudan.

The transitional government needs all the support it can
get from the international community in easing the serious
socio-economic difficulties facing the country and fulfilling
the hopes and aspirations of the Sudanese people. On the
other hand, we remain deeply concerned by the continued
attacks perpetrated by Al-Shabaab in Somalia. That is why
we all need to continue supporting Somalia in their
security endeavor.
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On our part, Ethiopia remains committed to the path of the
reforms we began two and half years ago. In spite of the
stiff resistance that comes with trying to shift the status
quo in favor of social justice, we will pursue Ethiopia’s
inevitable track for democratization.

Finally, Mr. President, 75 years after the founding of the
UN, we find ourselves at a crossroads. Therefore, we have
a unique responsibility to mobilize our collective political
will and commitment to overcome the unique challenges
we face.

In line with the Declaration on the Commemoration of the
75th anniversary of the UN, we hope the Secretary-General
will provide us with far-reaching and appropriate
recommendations in helping us achieve this objective and
we look forward to receiving his report before the end of
this session.

I thank you!
|
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The 70th
Regional
Committee
Meeting

August, 2020 G.C

Dr. Tedros Adhanom, WHO Director General,
Dr. Matshidiso Moeti, WHO Regional Director
for Africa

Honorable Ministers of Health

Distinguished Participants of the 70th Regional
Committee Meeting

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Allow me to first greet you with the humble Ethiopian
expression Tena Yistilign - which means health be upon
you.
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Excellencies,

For the past eight months, our world has been challenged
and shaped in a profound way by the COVID19 pandemic.
This pandemic which has rapidly spread globally in a short
period has affected millions and claimed the lives of more
than seven hundred eighty thousand people.

This virus has not only affected our health, but also tested
our way of living, societal norms and economies at large. It
prevented us from sending our children to school, limited
our social gatherings and the act of worshiping together.

It also gravely impacted the economies of countries with a
decline in GDP growth, high inflation, high unemployment
rate, reduction in household income, increase in poverty
rate, and others.

COVID19 does not recognize borders, does not
differentiate between religions, economic status, or the
color of our skins. It has affected all of us. As the Director
General once rightly said, it is ‘A common enemy of
mankind’.

In Africa, we quickly felt the impact of the pandemic due to
our weak health systems - coupled with the highest disease
burden in the world.
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The World Health Organization declared the Coronavirus as
a global pandemic on March 11, 2020. In response to this
global health threat, my Government took decisive
measures to minimize the impact of the pandemic on our
society and economy. The measures we took were
intended to protect Ethiopia from this devastating virus,
and to delay the spread on our continent.

As early as January 2020, we successfully activated all
necessary precautionary measures at Bole International
Airport - one of the largest hubs in the continent.

Similarly, the actions we took to control the spread of the
disease once it was detected in Ethiopia, were inspired by
the concept of solidarity and collective leadership,
embodying the spirt of Medemer or synergy, which | have
been championing nationally and globally.

In accordance with the spirit of Medemer, together with
Jack Ma, we were able to mobilize five rounds of COVID19
prevention material support to numerous countries in the
region. In this difficult time, Ethiopian Airlines has proven
that it is an African airline by providing cargo services to
deliver lifesaving emergency medical supplies from the rest
of the world.

207 | ¢mPAL “L00HC &/ 0T

N T aivn a0 D+

As you are aware, we are still faced with challenging days
as the coronavirus rages through our continent. To
minimize the effects, | would like to share three very
important points for the way forward.

First, we need to enhance our efforts in a much-
coordinated manner, with utmost cooperation and in the
spirit of solidarity.

Secondly, we need to develop a common voice to ensure
fair and equitable access to COVID19 vaccines, diagnostics
and treatment.

Here, | would like to thank the WHO for initiating the ACT
Accelerator program and together with GAVI the COVAX
initiative. Africa should be placed at the center of these

initiatives.

Third and last, let us take this opportunity to strengthen
our health systems and further enhance our public health
emergency preparedness and response capacities.
COVID19 has taught us that strong health systems are a
matter of National Security and survival.

And | propose the health security agenda be elevated to
the top of priorities at the African Union and other
Regional Intergovernmental Organizations.
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Ladies & Gentlemen,

Finally, | would like to recognize the important work of the
World Health Organization for their leadership and support
to member states during this pandemic. | would like to
acknowledge the Director General, Dr. Tedros and his team
and our Regional Director Dr. Moeti, your support has been
imperative.

| would also like to take this opportunity to thank
Commissioner Amira El Fadil, Commissioner of Social
Affairs for the African Union and Dr. John Nkengasong,
Director of African Center for Disease Control, for their
relentless follow up and action which helped countries to
minimize the dire impacts of the pandemic in our

continent.

My utmost appreciation to you, Ministers of Health and
health workforces in general. Your role is invaluable.

Let me conclude by wishing this August assembly
successful deliberations.

haP015AU-

I thank you!
I
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Putting an End to
Impunity: The Case
for Enforcing
Federal Laws in
Tigray

November 8, 2020 G.C

When a wave of popular protests swept Ethiopia and
ushered a new political dispensation in April 2018, one of
the key pillars of the reformist agenda of my new
administration was upholding the rule of law.

However, a key challenge we faced in this regard, from the
early days was the organized and highly networked
obstruction of justice that was being orchestrated by those
who played a leading role in the systemic abuse of human
rights and massive corruption.

Intent on perpetuating a culture of impunity and restoring
the undue privileges they enjoyed in the past, the old
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guards of TPLF have continuously mounted both covert
and overt attempts to undermine the people of Ethiopia
and our new administration.

Behind conflicts that have resulted in the suffering and
death of many Ethiopians in the past two years, close
observers of Ethiopian politics could clearly see the
influence of the TPLF clique. They sponsored, trained and
equipped any force that that was willing to engage in
violent and illegal acts to derail the transition. Their
objective was clearly to make the country ungovernable by
instigating clashes along ethnic and religious lines; to sow
division and discord so that the democratic transition will
lose its momentum.

In efforts to bring to justice these conflict entrepreneurs,
arrest warrants by Federal Courts were ignored in an open
contempt for the rule of law. Fugitives from the law
assumed official party and state government position
within the Tigray regional state and serial obstruction of
justice became the hallmark of the TPLF.

For more than two years, the federal government opted
for maximum restraint, even though it was being criticized
by citizens, including by the federal parliament, for not

211 | em®AL LG &/ 0

N T aivn a0 D+

taking more measures to apprehend fugitives from law
that were at large in the Tigray region.

Unfortunately, the responsible and restrained approach of
the federal government was perceived as weakness by the
fugitives and their clique.

When the general election that was scheduled for this year
was postponed to 2021 due to COVID-19 through a
constitutional interpretation and decision of the House of
Federation, the TPLF doubled down on their

unconstitutional assertion.

And in a blunt violation of the Constitution, TPLF adopted
its own illegal electoral law, an illegal electoral commission
and conducted an illegal election in which it won all the
seats in the Regional Council. TPLF’s illegal acts did not end
there. It also undertook a massive military buildup with the
objective of intimidating the Ethiopian people and
government. Siphoning off funds aimed at aid and
development, TPLF has been preparing for this eventuality
since 2018. They organized and drafted irregular militias,
not even sparing underage recruits.

The Regional administration increasingly showed its
contempt to federal laws, including the Constitution and
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continued pushing a half cooked “de facto” statehood
thesis.

The fugitives within the TPLF have been determined to
trigger an armed conflict by attacking the northern
command of the federal armed forces stationed in the
Tigray region earlier this week, intending to take control of
its mechanized weaponry and capability. Few days prior to
this attack, the regional administration of Tigray publicly
declared that they can dictate terms regarding personnel
changes and movements of the northern command,
compromising the National Defense Forces.

No federation and constitutional order can tolerate such
illegality. That is why the Federal Government is compelled
to undertake a law enforcement operation to defend and
protect the constitutional order and uphold the rule of
law.

A democratic and pluralistic Ethiopia cannot exist without
the rule of law. Rule of law, especially in a federal
arrangement requires that both regional states and federal
governments respect the constitutional division of power.
It is in accordance with this constitutional provision and its
duty to enforce federal laws across the whole country that
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the Federal Government is undertaking a strategic
operation to end impunity and criminality.

The Federal government counts on all who advocate for
justice and rule of law to support this effort.

| personally call upon the international community to
understand the context and the consistent transgressions
by the TPLF clique that have led the Federal government to
undertake this law enforcement operation that aims to
once and for all put an end to impunity and forces aimed at
destabilizing the country as well as the region.

The Ethiopian people have paid a huge price thus far for
the criminality of belligerent cliques. Now we all deserve
peace and stability. And this operation aims to end the
impunity that has prevailed for years. There should not be
any mistake made in treating the Federal government as
equals with criminal groups. The constitution mandates the
federal government to uphold the rule of law and to that
task we remain committed. Through the instrumentality of
a state of emergency, with the utmost care for the overall
wellbeing, safety and security of our citizens in the regional
state, the federal government will see through the law
enforcement operation it has commenced.
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Justice Shall
Prevail

Progress in Rule of Law
Operations in Tigray Region

November 12, 2020 G.C

The law enforcement operation we are undertaking in the
Tigray Regional state is a task we have commenced due to
the persistent and dangerous illegality of a criminal clique
within TPLF. Until very recently, hoping that reasonable
and moderate forces within TPLF will be able to bring an
end to the brinkmanship of their rogue comrades, we have
handled the situation with great restraint.

The Federal government had every right to deploy federal
security forces several months ago and use force in order
to apprehend those implicated in massive corruption and
gross human rights. However, we and other independent
entities continued to urge the regional government for
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months to respect and enforce federal laws. These calls
were unheeded.

The patience we have shown to the criminality within TPLF
has entailed a huge cost. The treasonous massacre
perpetrated last week, against our men in uniform of the
northern command, was carried out while they were at
their most vulnerable — in their pajamas and among those
who they thought were their peers. Such a treasonous act
left us no option but to mobilize our law enforcement and
defense machinery in an operation intended to end the
prevailing lawlessness in the region.

Considering the complexity of this law enforcement
operation in the Tigray Regional State, in the past few days,
we have been able to accomplish the following three key

milestones;

Firstly: Last week, the House of Federation invoked
its constitutional authority under Article 62(9) and
Proclamation 359/2003. Accordingly, it instructed
the Federal Government to take all necessary
measures to reverse the state of affairs in the Tigray
Region that are posing a grave danger to the
constitutional order. This included the establishment

of a Provisional Administration within the region,
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which | am pleased to share is being put in place as
several towns come under control of the State of
Emergency Task Force.

Secondly: The heroic Ethiopian National Defense
Forces foiled and repelled the plan of the TPLF clique
from taking control some of the military bases and
depots of the northern command. We have also
been able to neutralize the heavy and long-range
weaponry that the criminal elements within TPLF
managed to acquire previously. The National
Defence Forces liberation of the western part of
Tigray from TPLF’s grip is a victory for the Ethiopian
soldiers of the northern command that faced
gruesome and fatal attacks. It is a victory for the
innocent civilians of Maikadra that were brutally
massacred by TPLF forces this week. It is a victory for
the peace loving and hardworking people of Tigray
who have been isolated from their fellow Ethiopians
through the unceasing hate and fear propaganda of
the TPLF.

Thirdly: It is also to be recalled that the Federal
Government had launched several criminal
investigations and brought charges for serious
crimes in which the TPLF cligue have been
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implicated. In order to ensure that a culture of
impunity will not become the norm, we have
continued to exert great effort to identify and
apprehend those who have been involved in corrupt
transactions and those that need to be held
accountable for their crimes will soon be brought to
justice.

Overall, our concerted effort to ensure that rule of law will
prevail in the Tigray Region also focuses on recent crimes
committed against the National Defense Forces, the
Republic as well as the constitutional order. It should be
noted that Outrages against the Constitution or the
Constitutional Order, Armed Rebellion, Attacks Against the
Political Integrity of the State, Impairing the Defensive
Power of the State and High Treason are all serious crimes
under the laws of our land.

There is ample ground to believe that the statements,
decisions and acts of key figures within the TPLF could
amount to a violation of provisions of the criminal code
that prohibits such conduct. Investigations regarding these
crimes are currently underway and those suspected of
committing any of these crimes will be apprehended.
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We are confident that in a relatively short period of time,
we will accomplish our objectives and create a conducive
environment for life to return to normalcy for our citizens
in Tigray. We will exercise due care to protect law abiding
and peaceful citizens from being harmed by operations we
are undertaking. Ultimately, this rule of law enforcement
operation will enable sustainable peace and stability
throughout the country
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The Inauguration
of the Hawassa -

Moyale 500km
asphalt road

December 9, 2020 G.C

Your Excellency and my dear brother, Uhuru
Kenyatta

Honorable Ministers

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a real pleasure to be here today marking another key
milestone in strengthening Ethiopia-Kenya relations. Our
strategic relationship of more than fifty-five years is a solid
foundation upon which we can further enhance joint
growth and development efforts.

The people of Ethiopia and Kenya have long enjoyed many
historic and cultural ties as well as critical socio-economic
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assets, in addition to a shared border. Moyale, as a trade
gateway to both our countries, for example, is the epitome
of the potential for enhanced people to people relations
and marked economic progress.

In early 2019, when my brother Uhuru Kenyatta had come
to Ethiopia with a high-level business delegation, we had
both pointed to the prospect of transforming the Moyale
region into an essential trade zone for mutually beneficial
cooperation. We had also pointed at the potential for
Movyale to become a commonly administered economic
hub of East Africa.

Today, the inauguration of the Moyale one stop border
post is a clear demonstration of commitment for enhanced
trade facilitation, on the part of both Ethiopia and Kenya.

By aligning the working days and hours; procedures and
formalities; as well as through the development and
sharing of common facilities and joint controls, the one
stop border post will reduce the time taken and costs
incurred to clear goods across both borders.

Bringing under one roof essential trade services of both
countries like revenue and customs authorities,

immigration, security, trade, agriculture and health
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bureaus plus many other services, demonstrates the
capacity for enabling economic integration.

Our continued efforts to address unnecessary bottlenecks
that impede the capacity for accelerated growth will
undoubtedly bear positive results for the region.

The completion of the Hawassa — Moyale 500km asphalt
road is also a key infrastructural component that will
contribute greatly to regional economic cooperation and
integration. It will not only facilitate trade but also enable

investments in various sectors, including tourism.

| would like to take this opportunity to congratulate and
appreciate all that have been involved in the completion of
these projects. Launching such a collaboration is a
historical moment of utmost significance. Yet, the true
success of these projects will be measured by how
effectively we collaborate within and across our
institutions. It will also be measured by how much we have
been able to seamlessly boost trade volumes between
Ethiopia and Kenya.

In closing, as we celebrate this moment together, | call
upon all of us to work towards perfecting our cross border
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and institutional collaboration, guided by the spirit of
cooperation for mutual growth.

I thank you!
|
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Climate
Ambition
Summit

December 16, 2020 G.C

Excellencies
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my pleasure to join you today in the commemoration
of the 5th anniversary of the historic Paris Agreement. At
the outset, | would like to express my profound
appreciation to the United Nations, the governments of
the United Kingdom and France for co-hosting this timely

summit on climate ambition.
Excellencies,

Ethiopia has taken bold leadership on climate action by
launching its ambitious Climate Resilient Green Economy
Strategy that aspires to build a carbon-neutral and resilient
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economy by 2030. Over the last two years, this strategy
has been fully mainstreamed into the recently launched
Ten-Year Perspective Development Plan, which runs from
2021 to 2030.

As part of our commitment to the Paris Agreement, we
have also launched our 15 year ambitious National
Adaptation Plan, aimed at reducing the vulnerability of the
country to the adverse impacts of climate change.

This plan has identified eighteen adaptation options across
the most vulnerable sectors, including agriculture, forestry,
health, and transport.

We have also recently intensified our commitment in the
fight against climate change by launching our Green Legacy
national flagship Initiative in 2019, aimed at planting 20
billion seedlings within four years. During the last two
years, we have managed to plant more than 9 billion
seedlings. As of next year, my government is working to
extend the Green Legacy Initiative into neighboring
countries.

Ethiopia is also on the verge of finalizing the process of
updating its Nationally Determined Contribution as well as
the preparation of the 2050 Long-Term Low Carbon
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Development Strategy, despite the challenges posed by the
COVID-19.

I would like to reiterate the unwavering commitment of
Ethiopia in the global fight against climate change and call
upon all parties to enhance their ambition and scale-up
their climate finance support for developing countries.

I thank you!
I
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UNECA
KEYNOTE
ADDRESS

March 30, 2021 G.C

Your Excellency Mia Mottley, Prime Minister of
Barbados and Chair of the World Bank-IMF Joint
Development Committee

Excellency and my good friend, Vera Songwe,
United Nations Under-Secretary-General and
Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission
for Africa

Honorable Ministers,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me first welcome you to the 53rd session of the
Conference of African Ministers of Finance and
development organized by the UN Economic Commission
for Africa.
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This timely topic points to the need for African economies
to respond effectively to the accelerating pace of digital
transformation and generational challenge of climate
change.

Among rapid global technological and environmental shifts,
and a new normal introduced by the COVID19 pandemic,
African leaders at every level are tasked with developing
innovative responses.

Innovations need to respond to the livelihood needs and
prosperity aspirations of a growing youth population.
Particularly, one year later into the COVID19 pandemic.

However, a year later, here we stand. Africa has
demonstrated it is not only capable of facing this crisis, but
it is also ready to help formulate and implement solutions.

Finance and development ministers from throughout the
continent, together with UNECA, have been at the fore of
discussions on the response and have proposed solutions
that have benefitted not just the continent but the world
such as the debt service suspension initiative and now the
quest for SDRs.

Africa was in a race to embrace economic diversification,
the fourth industrial revolution and digitalization in a
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sustainable and inclusive way. COVID19 came to test our
readiness and our resilience. From the crisis we have not
only demonstrated Africa’s readiness to confront
challenges but also Africa’s steadfast commitment to
focusing on growth through innovation.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

As leaders, | find we are pressed to discern and respond to
two sources of disruptions: nature and humanity itself.
Nature’s signals are becoming louder and more frequent.
And an ever more alert and interconnected world
population is becoming more demanding and less patient.

Each country and its circumstances may be different, but in
this disruption-prone world, each one of us must get at
least three crucial agenda items right:

B the digital transformation,

B the climate-smart economy and

B An institutional framework for implementation and
accountability.

There is no doubt that Africa will overtime be a vital
linchpin to the global economy. However, it must do
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these three things well and quickly to improve its chances
of success.

First, on the digital economy, we must scale up our
investments—a trend already turbocharged by the
COVID19 pandemic. The digital economy is both a source
of growth and a key competitive enabler of other
productive sectors.

Our ambitious youth - capable and hopeful, connected and
technology savvy—are busy addressing problems as
diverse as public service delivery, health care access and
digital finance. Policymakers can and should do more to
support the digital transformation agenda.As we
committed to track spending on education we must also
track spend on enabling the digital economy.

The good news is that this is an area where the private
sector is keen to invest so most of what we need to do is
on creating the enabling environment. Put in place the
policy reforms to facilitate innovation and investment once

the basic back bone public sector investments are in place.

In Ethiopia for example, my administration approved a
National Digital Strategy last year, to guide the digital
transformation agenda.
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In this strategy, we have identified four foundational
building blocks for the digital economy--the establishment
of a national digital ID, building payment platforms that
work across, strengthening e-government applications, and
finally enabling e-commerce. These are supported by
reforms in the energy and telecom sectors.

In parallel, we are also investing in digital skills, artificial
intelligence and cybersecurity. Already we are seeing good
results as a clear demonstration of the soundness of our
national development strategy. Our renewed focus in the
digital economy has started to attract large investments in
the ICT Park mainly around data centers to enable data
mining. It has also attracted investments in digital
innovation and training centers, device manufacturing
plants and business process outsourcing companies that
hire hundreds of people. This should in turn increase our
fiscal revenues as it creates jobs.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The second goal that every African country must adopt is
making our economies climate smart and resilient in
diverse ways. In this regard, a climate smart manufacturing
sector plays a critical role in increasing our exports and
foreign currency earnings, in creating employment
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opportunities, and in creating a spillover effect of
knowledge and technology.

Without a strong manufacturing base, we cannot build a
diversified national economy. In Ethiopia, we have made
an extensive and targeted effort to attract and retain
quality investors with sound capital and finance, strong
technological transfer and export growth contribution
potential.

All our industry parks were designed and constructed in
strict compliance with environmental safety and protection
standards as eco-friendly and green industrial parks.

Let me also highlight another mega trend that may be
favorable for Africa in at least two ways—the renewable
energy sector. Firstly, for most of the developed world,
adapting to green energy has been costly — politically and
financially. Africa’s energy supply and distribution base is
far from depletion; we can have the opportunity to build
an energy system that is green from the get-go.

Secondly, Africa is well endowed with the natural
resources needed for green energy and also wind and solar

energy supply.
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The Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam is one expression of
Ethiopia’s boldness and agency to ride the waves of the
energy disruption, rather than fall victim to it. Through the
GERD we plan to light up every Ethiopian home and fuel
every Ethiopian factory. African women were not born to
spend their days gathering firewood. Sustainable energy
projects like the GERD will transform their lives in
meaningful ways.

As another example, Ethiopia has also taken bold
leadership on climate action by launching its ambitious
Climate Resilient Green Economy Strategy that aspires to
build a carbon-neutral and resilient economy by 2030.
Over the last two vyears, this strategy has been fully
mainstreamed into the recently launched Ten-Year
National Perspective Development Plan.

We have also recently intensified our commitment in the
fight against climate change by launching our Green Legacy
initiative in 2019, aimed at planting 20 billion seedlings
within four years. In the last two years we planted 9 billion
seedlings nationwide and this coming rainy season, we will
plant another 6 billion, with the intention to share another

one billion seedlings with neighboring countries.
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We envision a green continent — literally as we cover our
land with trees and otherwise, as we invest in renewables.

Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Finally, as we embrace disruptions and volatility as the new
normal, we must build resilient institutions capable of
implementing reforms to help us withstand the challenges
of the future. However, unlike investments in the digital
economy and in a climate resilient infrastructure,
institution building is a pain staking, long and less tangible
process. It requires reforms, consensus building,
monitoring and course correction. It is the best anchor we

can build as we prepare collectively for the next crisis.

We need continental institutions, regional institutions and

national institutions to all stand together.

The African Union, the UNECA, the Africa CDC, the African
Finance Ministers, are all part of this institutional fabric
and have demonstrated the power of collective ambition
and action. We must build on that to prepare for
tomorrow’s challenges and also tomorrow’s promise of a
brighter Africa.
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With these insights, | would like to officially declare the

conference open. | wish you all fruitful deliberations.

Thank you for your attention!
|
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Djibouti
Speech

Reconcilation of the Somalia
and Somaliland

February 23, 2020 G.C

Your Excellency Ismail Omer Guelleh

Your Excellency Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed
Your Excellency Muse Bihi Abdi

Distinguished Guests, ladies & gentlemen

As-salamu alaykum, Malin Wanagsan

| am immensely delighted to be in this serene city of
Djibouti to once again enjoy the generous hospitality of my
elder brother and friend President Ismail Omer Guelleh. |
am equally pleased to be with my dear brothers and
neighbors, President Mohamed Abdullahi Farmajo and
President Muse Bihi.
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Today, this important gathering of the leaders of the Horn
of Africa, gives me a good opportunity to reflect on the
significance of peace, genuine reconciliation, mutually
beneficial cooperation and security.

In fact, this is a family gathering more than anything else! |
always say our countries are joined by one umbilical cord —
we are blood brothers and we must be proud of that!

Dearest brothers,

The Horn of Africa has experienced prolonged periods of
bad governance and failed leadership. We are too familiar
with the destruction, displacement and the decades of
economic backwardness generated by senseless conflicts.
We need to change course and start a new era. We need to
cultivate hope and build a better future for our people.

As an integral part of the Cushitic family, the Somali people
constitute one of the largest and most resilient people in
the Horn of Africa. Somalis are largely energetic, dynamic,
independent-minded, entrepreneurial and friendly.

After decades of conflict and despair, Somalis are yearning
for a charismatic, visionary and unifying leadership that can
galvanize their spirit, strength and resources and rally them
to a future of prosperity and peace.

237 | ¢mPAL LG &/ 0

N T aivn a0 D+

With a commitment to putting differences aside for mutual
growth, that leadership is you!

As family and neighbors whose people have been pitted
against each other for decades; whose people have been
deprived of a stable environment for social and economic
development and peaceful coexistence; whose people
have been forced to endure in a state of perpetual poverty;
we must understand that huge benefits are to be gained
from investing in peace, reconciliation and integration.

My brothers, Mohamed and Muse, you have two choices
to make today: to embrace the spirit of forgiveness,
reconciliation and genuine healing and unleash the power
of your people or perpetuate the suffering of your people
and deprivation of opportunities for current and future
generations.

The choices you make will also have profound impact on
our region and set an example to other regions of Africa. A
reconciled, peaceful and prosperous Somalia has the
potential to become a formidable economic powerhouse.

Somalia is endowed with abundant natural resources; the
longest coastline in Africa; rich marine resources; fertile
productive agricultural lands; ample livestock assets and
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untapped mineral deposits such as uranium, petroleum
and gas.

Therefore, to fully harness the abundant human and
natural resources, a reconciled, democratic, stable and
peaceful Somali state is critical.

At the dawn of 21st century, the Horn of Africa cannot
remain trapped in internal conflicts, ethnic divides,
violence and poverty. The countries of the Horn of Africa
combined possess immense natural and human resources,
economic potentials and year-round favorable climate,
which if positively exploited could enhance our geopolitical
position. Together we can pool our resources to break the
vicious cycle of poverty and despair and uplift the lives of
our peoples.

This is why | believe your unity is the engine of our regional
integration.

Dear brothers Mohamed and Muse,

This is your moment! Nations are transformed by visionary
and courageous leaders. As leaders of this great nation,
you have the power to shape the destiny of your people,
the power to translate into achievable goals the big dreams
and hopes of your fellow compatriots.
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Your strength lies in your unity. Together you can rise as a
nation and overcome monumental challenges. | urge you
to seize the moment and look forward to a future of peace
and prosperity for the Somali nation.

Both brother Ismail and | are genuinely interested to work
hand in hand with our brothers and neighbors to finally
settle their differences through genuine reconciliation,
forgiveness and accommodation. This is what the
traditional norms and regulations of heer demands from
you. There is no any other way!

A reconciled, peaceful and prosperous Somalia that is at
peace with itself and with its neighbors is in the interest of
Ethiopia, Djibouti and the entire Horn of Africa region.

Guided by the virtues of the MEDEMER philosophy and in
the spirit of good neighborliness, mutual cooperation,
open borders, integrated economies, peaceful coexistence,
we can certainly rise together to prosperity!

I thank you once again for joining
us here in Djibouti!
|
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FT Meeting

October 12, 2020 G.C

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Friends,

It is a real pleasure to participate in the FT Africa Summit. |
am grateful for the opportunity to share my thoughts with
you.

The theme of the Conference “Getting Africa back to
Business” following the Covid-19 pandemic is clearly a
timely as well as most pressing theme.

There is now consensus that the health impact of the
pandemic on Africa is not as severe as it was initially
predicted. About 80% of people with the virus are
asymptomatic in most African countries, including Ethiopia.
And the fatality rate is below 1.6 per cent.
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While the fatality rate from COVID19 remains fortunately
low in Africa due to a combination of factors — including
smart policies and structural factors such as demography
and settlement patterns - the impact of the pandemic on
the economy of the continent however, has been massive.

It has also become clear that COVID19 is unlikely to
disappear anytime soon. This means we need to start
opening up our economies with the knowledge that we are
going to live with the disease for a while.

Yet we should not let our guards down but remain even
more vigilant than before. We need to strengthen our
infrastructure for managing and containing the
consequences of the pandemic.

As we settle into this “new normal” of a post-pandemic
world, we need to take stock, and reflect on its
implications for our systems of governance, society, and
the economy.

What will it take for Africa to build a more resilient society
post-pandemic?

How can we build forward better and smarter?

How can we mobilize our collective resources — public and
private, formal and informal, national, regional and
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continental — to tackle our shared challenges and build a
more sustainable Africa?

In my remarks today, | focus on three major and
interrelated considerations that | believe will help us in this
exercise.

First: We need to rethink how our system of
governance works.

These are extraordinary times. Wherever we look, we face
adaptive, complex and challenging realities in every
domain — and not limited to COVID19. They include
obvious global issues such as climate change, extreme
poverty, widening income inequality, rising populism and
nationalism, diminishing multilateralism, natural disasters
such as the largest locust outbreak in decades in Africa, to
name only a few.

And these and more adaptive challenges are highly
interlinked precisely because our lives are interconnected
and interdependent to an unprecedented degree.

They are complex because they have multiple and
interrelated causes. Complex problems, by definition, do
not have simple technical solutions, nor can they be solved
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by a single actor or country. They require adaptive
solutions.

To succeed, | believe we need a renewed approach to our
systems of governance that is rooted in the politics of
principled pragmatism.

The politics of principled pragmatism recognizes that
complex challenges have no easy solutions. Making
progress requires learning, innovation, trade-offs, and hard
choices. It also demands of each of us to examine our
deeply held assumptions and to change long-standing
habits.

Put simply, it requires collective efforts—as we say in
Ethiopia—Medemer-- based on deep and principled
cooperation.

The politics of principled pragmatism conserves and builds
on what works while discarding what is outmoded. In this
way it creates the conditions for a resilient system for a
sustainable future. It is about rolling-up-our sleeves, and
providing realistic, and competent leadership with our eyes
set on making steady progress.

A good part of the credit for Africa’s relatively effective
response to COVID19 lies in the recognition that the
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solutions to collective challenges must come from many
places, with everyone working together.

For example, in Ethiopia, our collaboration with the Jack
Ma Foundation to distribute medical supplies to every
African country soon after the outbreak of the pandemic
through our national carrier Ethiopian Airlines, was
motivated by the recognition that the pandemic was a
collective challenge that called for shared responsibility. To
survive, we had to work together, not against one another.
And that is what we did.

Together with other African leaders, we collectively
championed the cause for debt relief, for increased
financing of the World Health Organization, and
coordination in the search for vaccines and treatments. We
are determined to continue on this course until the virus is
defeated.

Second, we need to build our capacity for resilience
by investing in our productive capacity.

As painful and costly as COVID19 is, it has only
strengthened our resolve and taught us to plan smarter for
an increasingly complex world.

| would highlight this by giving a few examples, drawing
from Ethiopia.
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This year, we redoubled our efforts for the Green Legacy
Initiative, comfortably meeting our target to plant 5 billion
tree seedlings.

Despite the COVID pandemic, we were able to mobilize
millions of our citizens—young and old, in cities and
villages across the country — in the call for climate-resilient
reforestation, with the long-term goal of enhancing
biodiversity, reversing land degradation, and developing
nature-based solutions for prosperity.

We did that while fully observing appropriate protocols in
terms of social distancing and other public health measures
to ensure that we are still fully protected from COVID.

In these times of climate change and associated
environmental disasters, initiatives such as our Green
Legacy are an existential imperative. A green recovery can
also be a job-rich recovery.

We are also investing in renewable energy. Our flagship
project — the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam — is
making steady progress and we have achieved initial filling
of the reservoir. When completed, it will be a source of
sustainable energy for tens of millions both in Ethiopia and
the sub-region.
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In short, we are playing a vanguard role in accelerating a
Green Recovery while contributing our share to the global
fight against climate change.

The third important lesson is the need to invest in
our overstrained healthcare system and to extend
healthcare to the most vulnerable people who live
in extreme poverty.

In many African countries, healthcare is a neglected sector.
This pandemic has exposed our dark underbelly in this
regard and made clear the need for additional investments
in personnel, equipment, and facilities.

For example, in Ethiopia, in a typical year what we spend
servicing our external debt is twice the size of our annual
health budget.

Following the COVID19 pandemic, healthcare has been our
single most important priority this year. Compared to last
year, our spending in healthcare in 2020 has gone up by
46%, making it the fourth largest sector in terms of budget
spending.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

247 | ¢mPAL LG &/ 0

N T aivn a0 D+

Before | conclude, let me say a few words about the
investment opportunities here in Ethiopia. We are
committed to bring our country firmly into the
international marketplace of ideas, capital, technology and
talent.

It is a new age of openness for Ethiopia. Our efforts to cut
burdensome regulations and improve our investment
climate are bearing fruit. We recently revised our
investment laws to open our markets to investors in
telecommunications, logistics, energy, and other
industries. We have passed the arbitration law to facilitate
dispute resolution.

| am pleased to report that, in the telecommunications
sector, we have succeeded to elicit interest from some of
the most recognizable global operators, which will help us
deploy a modern, accessible, affordable connectivity and
digital services to Ethiopians throughout the country.

Rest assured we intend to deliver a transparent licensing
process based on objective rules and criteria before the
end of the calendar year.

We are also building our productive capacity and
diversifying the sources of growth. In the course of the past
two years, and against all the odds, we conceived, planned,
executed, and launched a number of projects—including
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museums, parks, and public squares — that have
transformed the face of our capital city — Addis Ababa —
and will no doubt make Ethiopia an attractive tourist
destination in the years to come.

We envision an integrated tourism package--one that
presents natural wonders, our rich agricultural practices
and our diverse cultures. My government is happy to have
launched new projects in Gorgora, Koysha, and Wenchi—
sites where Ethiopia's vast natural endowments intersect.

Come invest in Ethiopia, help us make these riches
accessible, hospitable so that rest of humanity can come
and have a world-class experience in Ethiopia.

We are now open to welcome our visitors once again with
our traditional Ethiopian hospitality.

Let me conclude.

We live in extraordinary times. Our challenges are
enormous. But we will not relent. We will not retreat. We
will not rest.

Together, we will emerge from this crisis stronger and
more resilient than before.

| invite you to visit Africa; to invest in Ethiopia; to invest in
Africa.
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Thank you very much!
I
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